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CORRESPONDENCE 


OF    THE 


LATE  PRESIDENT   ADAMS, 


No.— 7. 


LETTER  XLL 

DECEMBER  30,  1780,  wrote  to  congrefs.  "The 
province  of  Zealand  having  been  oppofed  to  the  other 
provinces  in  fo  many  inftances,  and  having  lately  protelled 
againft  the  refolutions  of  the  ftates  general,  which  begin 
to  be  thought  fpirited,  it  may  be  ufeful  to  explain  to  con- 
grefs the  caufes  which  influence  that  province  to  a  con- 
du6l  which  is  generally  thought  to  be  oppofite  to  the  true 
interefts  of  the  republic  in  general. 

In  the  ftates  of  Zealand  there  are  only  five  voices,  three 
of  which  are  abfolutely  in  the  difcretion  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  who  has  one  voice  as  ftadtholder  of  the  province, 
another  as  marquis  of  Veere,  and  a  third  as  firft  noble. 
The  ftadtholder  is  therefore  abfolute  in  this  province ; 
which  accounts  at  once,  for  its  conduct  upon  all  occafions. 
The  friends  of  the  prince,  of  England  and  Zealand,  are 
not  willing,  however,  that  the  world  ftiould  believe  that 
the  prince's  power  in  the  province,  and  his  attachment  to 
England,  are  the  fole  caufes  of  its  conduct  upon  every 
occafton,  and  therefore  they  enlarge  upon  feveral  topics, 
as  apologies  and  excufes  for  a,  behavior  which  cannot 
wholly  be  juftified.  The  arguments  in  juftification  or 
excufe  of  Zealand,  are  drawn  from  four  principal  fources. 
I.  The  fttuation  of  the  iflands  which  com  pole  the  prov- 
ince. 2.  The  intereft  of  Its  particular  commerce.  3- The 
weaknefs  of  its  interior  forces.  4.  The  ftate  of  its  finan- 
ces. 
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I.  The  territory  of  Zealand  confifts  of  five  or  fix  Ifl- 
aiids  two  of  which  are  moderately  large,  and  the  rell  very 
Imall.  Thefe  illands  are  formed  by  the  fea,  or  by  the 
different  branches  of  the  Scheld,  in  the  mouth  of  that 
river.  In  cafe  of  a  fudden  invafion,  thefe  iflands,  fepa- 
rated  from  the  province  of  Holland  by  an  arm  of  the  fea 
are  too  unconneded  to  receive  any  im  nediate  affiftance! 
buch  an  invafion  is  fo  much  the  more  eafy  for  the  Eng- 
lilh  to  attempt,  as  Zealand  is  very  near  them.  Th  v  may 
invade  this   province  even  before  a  .ufpicion  ^  be 

conceived,  that  fuch  a  projeft  had  been  formed.  ho 

Ihall  oppole  their  enterprife  ?    Shall  it  b^  the  Frenci 
are  now  friendly  ?     Dunkirk,  it  is  t.ue,  is  near  eno       . 
But  what  forces  are  there  at  Dunkirk  ?     The  only  naval 
force  there,  confifls  of  a  few  privateers,  who  could  neither 
oppofe  an  armament  efcorted  by  Britifh  men  of  war,  nor 
venture  to  tranfport  troops  to  oppofe  it,  even  fuppofing 
the  invafion  was  not  made  by  furprlfe.     Shall  the  Zea- 
landers  themfelves    make  a  refiftance  to  the  Englilh  ? 
But  feparated  from  one  another  by  waters  which  would 
neceffarily  retard  their  jundion,  the  ifland  of  Walcheren, 
the  principal  of  all,  would  be  in  pofleflion  of  the  enemy, 
before  they  could   put  themfelves  in  a  poflure  to  repel 
force  by  force.     It  is  moreover,  not  only  pofTible,  but 
eafy,  to  make  a  defcent  upon  Zealand  by  fo  many  places 
at  once,  that  the  inhabitants,  by  their  own  forces  alone, 
could  not  defend  effeaually  all  the  pafTages.     Eight  thou- 
fand  Englifh  troops,  or  even  a  fmaller  number,  would 
force  the  Zealanders  every  where,  becaufe  there  is  no 
where  a  fortrefs  capable  of  holding  out  twelve  hours. 
The  ports  of  Flufhing  and  Veere  are  the  only  ones  which 
have  any  defence.     But  they  are  very  far  from  the  fl:ate 
in  which  they  ought  to  be,  to  ftop  an  enemy  determined 
lipon  pillage,  animated  by  revenge,  and  forcibly  inftigated 
by  the  pleafure  of  doing  mifchief.     It  is  conceded  that  the 
Englifh  defcended  in  Zealand,  would  be  conflrained  t© 
abandon  it  very  foon  ;     that  they  might  and   would  be 
driven  from  it  in  a  few  days  ;  that  the  figure  they  would 
make,  would  be  neither  glorious  nor  honorable  ;  and 
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that  their  temerity  would  cofl  them  dear  :  but  the  difor-. 
der  caufed  by  an  invafion  remains  after  the  expulfion  of 
the  invaders.     The  people  invaded  are  always  the  vidims 
of  the  evils  which  they  hare  fuffered  ;  and  thefe  evils, 
always  confiderable  to  the  individuals,  are  feldom,  if  ever, 
entirely  compenfated.     The  Zealander  fays,  when  an  in- 
cendiary has  burnf^d  my  houfe,  whether  he  is  punifhed  or- 
not,  my  houfe  is  confumed  and  loft  to  me.    The  exactions, 
the  pillage,  and  all   the  abominations  which  follow  the 
coups  de  main  of  an  unbridled  foldiery,  would  be  cruelly 
felt  by  the  unfortunate  Zealanders,  even  after  the  perpe- 
trators Ihould  be  c'riven  out  or  facrificed  to  public  refent- 
ment.     For  example,  in  1761,  fifteen  thoufand  Englifh 
forces  landed  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  village  of  St.  Ka, 
fituated  on  the  northern  coaft  of  Britany,  in  France  : 
from  thence  they  extended  themfelves  to   .he  village  oi 
Kankale,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  former.     They  pil- 
laged the  houfes  of  the  inhabitants ;  broke  their  furni- 
ture ;  took  away  their  provifions  and  cattle  ;  and  violated 
their  wives  and  daughters.     Six  foldiers  ripped  open,  with 
a  knife,  a  woman  big  with  child,  after  having  fatiated  one 
after  another,   their  brutality.     In  a  word,  the  Englifh 
gave  a  free  courfe  to  their  cruelty,  and  indulged  them- 
felves in  all  forts  of  exceffes,  which  the  laws  of  war  rep- 
robate, as  well  as  thofe  of  nature.     The  maffacre  of  the 
pregnant  woman  of  Britany  may  be  put  in  parallel  with 
that  of  the  unfortunate  women  whom  the  favages,  under 
the  command  of  general  Burgoyne,  fcalped  in  America. 
Thefe  afts  of  cruelty  prove,  at  leafl,  to  what  exceffes  the 
fury  of  the  Englifh  army  may  proceed.     But  it  is  afked, 
if  it  can  be  faid  that  all  the  diforders  committed  in  Britany 
were  repaired,  when  the  ten  thoufand  French  ran  to  the 
affiftance  of  thefe  unfortunate  Britains,   and  had  killed, 
taken  and  drowned  the  whole  Englifh  army  ?     No.'  The 
miferable  inhabitants  of  St.  Ka  and  of  Kankale,  were  not 
lefs  ruined  ;  their  wives  and  daughters  were  not  the  lefs 
difhonored  ;  and  in  one  word,  the  Englifli  fury  did  not 
remain  the  lefs  deeply  imprinted  on  this  part  of  Britany 
in  characters  of  blood.     In  truth,  England  loft  frfteen 
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thoufand  men,  without  deriving  the  fmallefl  advantage 
from  their  temerity  :  but  the  PVench  employed  againfl 
the  Englifli  at  St.  Ka,  did  nothing  but  avenge  the  honor 
of  their  nation  :  PVance  only  made  her  rival  feel  how  dan- 
gerous it  is  to  infult  the  firefides  of  her  fubjeds.  This 
leflbn  may  have  intimidated  the  Englifh,  but  it  is  not 
certain  that  it  has  correded  them.  A  flieepfold,  fituated 
on  the  borders  of  a  foreft,  is  always  expofed  to  the  ravages 
of  the  wolves,  if  the  fhepherd  cannot  watch  all  the  ave- 
nues. If  the  wolves  enter  and  tear  a  part  of  the  flock,  the 
fhepherd  will  have  loft  the  fheep  that  are  devoured  ;  and 
if  afterwards  he  fhould  kill  fome  of  thefe  carniverous  an- 
imals, the  ikin  of  the  wolf  will  not  indemnify  the  lofs  of 
the  fheep. 

2.  The  peculiar  commerce  of  Zealand.     This  province 
has  no  other  than  that  fmall  commerce,  which  is  known, 
by  the  name  of  coafting  trade.     This  kind  of  intercourfe 
is  confiderable  in  the  provinces  of  Holland,  North  Hol- 
land and  Friefland  :  the  number  of  veffels  employed  in  it, 
in  thefe  three  provinces,  is  inconceivable,  and  the  greateft 
part  of  them  are  deftined  for  the  fervice  of  France.     All 
which,  France  receives  from  foreigners,  and  all  that  it  fur- 
nifhes  to   foreigners  is  carried  in  thefe  Holland  velfels  ; 
and  if  there  were  no  other  than  the  freight  for  the  mafters 
and  owners  of  thefe  velfels,  this  profit  would  ftill  be  oi  ihe 
greateft  confideration.     Thus  it  is  not  furpriftng  that  the 
province  of  Holland  has  taken  fuch  llrong  meafures  in 
favor  of  France.     Its  particular  commerce  would  natural- 
ly  determine  it  that  way.     On  the  contrary,   Zealand 
employs  the  fmall  number  of  her  merchant  (hips  in  a  com- 
merce  with  England  :  a  commerce  fo  much  the  more 
lucrative,  as  it  is  almoft  entirely  contraband,  or  fmuggled. 
The  profits  to  be  made  on  brandy,  and  other  fpiriruous 
liquors,  imported  clandeftinely  into  England,  are  very 
great  :  and  it  is  Zealand  that  makes  thefe  profits,  bccaufe 
they  are  her  citizens  who  entertain  a  continual  ccrjt  fpon- 
dence  with  the  Engliih  fmugglers.     The  proximi'y  ot  the 
coafts  of  Zealand  to  thofe  of  England,  renders  ihis  com- 
merce, which  is  prohibited  to  Englifh  fubjects,  fure  for 


321 

the  Inhabitants  of  Zealand.     Fifliing  boats  are  fufficient 
to  carry  it  on  ;  and  thefe  barques  are  rarely  taken,  whe- 
ther it  is,  that  they  are  difficult  to  take,  or  whether  there 
is  not  muchdefire  to  take  them.     Thefe  barques,  arrived 
on  the  coafts  of  England,  find  others  which  come  to  take 
what  they  bring.     The  place  where  this  traflic  is  held,  is 
generally  fome  creek,  upon  the  coaft  of  England,  where 
the  veffels  may  be  loaded  and  unloaded  in  fecrecy.    More- 
over, thofe  whom  the  Englifh  minillry  appoint  to  prevent 
this  commerce  at  fea,  are  thofe  who  favor  it.     We  know 
very  well,  the  decided  inclination  of  the  Englifh  in  general, 
and  above  all,  of  their  feamen,  for  flrong  liquors.     Zea- 
land, concurring  openly  in  the  meafures  which  the  repub- 
lic is  now  taking  againfl  England,  or  if  you  will,  againft 
the  powers  at  war,  would  draw  upon  itfelf  particularly, 
the  anger,   hatred  and  vengeance  of  a  nation,  without 
which  it  is  impofTible  to  fuftain  its  trade.     And  this  prov- 
ince would  by  this  means  deprive  a  great  number  of  its 
citizens  of  a  fource  of  gain,  which  places  them  in  a  condi- 
tion to  furnifh  the  imports  which  they  have  to  pay.     Is  it 
not  then  the  part  of  prudence  in  the  Itates  of  Zealand,  to 
avoid  with   care,  every  thing  that  might  embroil  them 
particularly  with  England  ?     Is  it  not  alio  the  wifdom  of 
the  ftates  general,  to  have  a  regard  to  the  critical  fituatlon 
of  one  of  the  feven  provinces  which  compofe  the  union  ? 

3.  The  weaknefs  of  her  internal  forces.  Zealand  is 
open,  on  all  fides,  to  the  Englifli.  To  fet  them  at  defi- 
ance, fhe  ought  to  have  in  herfelf,  forces  capable  of  Intim- 
idating Great  Britain.  But  where  are  fuch  forces  to  be 
found  ?  In  the  garrifons  which  the  republic  maintains 
there  ?  Two  or  three  thoufand  men,  difperfed  at  Eiulli- 
ing,  at  Veere,  and  in  fome  other  cities,  are  but  a  feeble 
defence  againft  a  defcent  of  fix  or  feven  thoufand  Englifh, 
well  determined.  Will  thefe  troops  of  the  republic  be 
fupported  by  armed  citizens  ?  Suppofe  it — Their  defeat 
will  not  be  lei's  certain.  Thofe  citizens  who  have  never 
feen  a  loaded  mufquet  difcharged,  are  more  proper  to  car- 
ry an  empty  fufee,  to  mount  guard  at  a  ftate-houfe  which 
is  never  to  be  attacked,  than  to  march  to  the  defence  of  a 
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coafl  threatened  with  a  defcent,  or  to  prefent  themfelves 
upon  a  parapet  of  a  fort,  battered  with  machines  that 
vomit  forth  death,  and  fcatter  it  on  the  ramparts.  Thefe 
citizens,  or  rather  thefe  foldiers  of  a  moment,  would  carry 
diforder  into  the  ranks,  and  do  more  injury  than  fervice, 
by  giving  countenance  to  the  flight  of  thofe  brave  war- 
riors, who  make  it  a  point  of  honor  to  combat  with  a  fted- 
faft  foot.  Moreover,  who  are  thefe  citizens  that  might  be 
joined  to  the  regular  troops  ?  Are  they  the  principal  in- 
habitants ?  Thofe  who  have  the  moft  to  lofe  ?  Thofe  to 
whom  birth  and  education  have  given  fentiments  of  honor 
and  glory  ?  No.  Thefe  have,  by  paying  fums  of  money, 
exemptions,  which  excufe  them  from,taking  arms  to  de- 
fend the  country  in  time  of  peace.  Is  it  credible,  that  in 
the  mod  critical  moment,  they  will  generoufly  renounce 
thefe  exemptions  ?  It  will  be  then,  the  citizens  of  the 
fecond  order,  the  artizans,  or  people  who  have  little  or 
nothing  to  lofe,  who  will  ferve  for  the  reinforcement  of 
the  veterans.  Experience  demonfl:rates  what  dependence 
is  to  be  placed  at  this  day,  upon  fuch  militia.  It  would 
be  in  vain  to  oppofe  to  this  reafoning  the  time  of  the  rev- 
olution, thofe  times  of  the  heroifm  of  the  anceftors  of  the 
Dutch.  The  caufe  is  not  the  fame.  They  attack,  at  this 
day,  in  a  different  fafhion,  and  perhaps  the  defence  too 
would  be  made  in  a  very  different  manner.  It  might  be 
otherwife,  if  the  coafts  of  Zealand  were  fortified  with  good 
forts,  or  if  the  cities  of  Fluffiing  and  Veere  were  in  a  con- 
dition to  fuftain  a  fiege  of  fome  months,  and  with  their 
little  garrifons,  Hop  the  affailants  until  the  arrival  of  fuc- 
cors  ;  but  one  mufl  be  very  little  informed  not  to  know- 
that  the  Englifli,  although  they  might  be  incommoded  in 
their  landing,  would  neverthelefs  effect  it  with  little  lofs. 
4.  The  (late  of  her  finances.  Zealand,  of  all  the  feven 
provinces,  is  that  which  eolls  the  moft  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  her  Dykes.  More  expofed  than  all  the  others  to 
be  drowned  by  the  fea,  her  coafts  require  continued  re- 
pairs. Thefe  reparations  cannot  be  made  but  at  great 
expenfe.  Unprovided  with  wood,  fuitable  for  the  con- 
ftrudion  of  ramparts  capable  of  flopping  the  waves  which 
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beat  upon  her  continually,  (he  is  obliged  to  import,  from 
foreign  countries,  thofe  numberlefs  and  enormous  timbers 
which  art  fubftitutes  in  the  place  of  thofe  rocks  which 
nature  has  granted  to  other  countries,  for  holding  out  the 
ocean  and  reftraining  its  fury.     It  is  neceffary,  therefore, 
that  a  great  part  of  the  public  revenue  of  the  province 
fliould  go  to  foreigners.     She  muft,   moreover,  furnifli 
her  quota  to  the  general  treafury  of  the  republic.     From 
whence  it  follows,  that  Ihe  cannot  expofe  herfelf  to  the 
indifpenfable  neceiTity  of  increafmg  her  imports  to  furniHi 
the  new  expenfes,  which  an  extraordinary  armament  would 
bring  upon  all  the  flate.     More  than  once,  in  time  of 
peace,  the  public  coffers  of  the  ftate  have  been  obliged  to 
furnifh  to  the  province  of  Zealand  the  fuccors  which  Ihe 
could  not  find  at  home,  without  reducing  her  fubjeds  to 
the  mod  horrible  diftrefs.     To  what  condition  then  would 
thefe  fubjeds  be  reduced,  if  in  the  progrefs  of  the  armed 
neutraUty,  fuch  as  is  propofed,  or  in  a  war  with  England, 
they  fhould  be  obliged  to  pay  new  contributions  ?     All 
the  world  agrees  that  Zealand  is  poor.     It  muil  be  ac- 
knowledged then,  that  fhe  will  be  plunged  in  the  lowpft 
indigence,  if  the  expenfes  of  the  country  are  augmented, 
although  there  are  many  individuals  who  are  very  rich, 
and  grand  capitalifts,  and  luxury  among  the  great  is  car- 
ried to  an  excefs  as  immoderate  as  it  is  in  ?Iolland. 

Zealand  has  fo  long  embarraffed  the  republic,  in  all  their 
deliberations  concerning  the  armed  neutrality,  and  lately 
concerning  the  ferious  quarrel  that  England  has  commen-. 
ced  againfl  her,  that  I  thought  it  would  at  leaft  gratify  the. 
Guriofity  of  congrefs,  to  fee  the  caufes  v.'hich  have  govern- 
ed her,   laid  open,  as  I  find  tliem  explained  in  converfa- 
t'ion  and  in  public  writings.     Zealand's  reafons  feem, 
however,  to  be  now  overruled,  and  the  prince's  abfolute 
authority  there  of  little  avail.     To  all  appearance,  the 
Englifh  muft  recede,  or  contend  with  a  bitter  enemy  in 
this  republic.     Old  prejudices  feem  to  wear  off:  and  it 
is  now  faid  publicly  that  the  friendlhip  between  the  Eng- 
lifh and  Dutch  has  been  like  the  brotherly  love  between 
Cain  and  Abel.     Yet  1  have  been  fo  often  difappoii-ted 
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in  my  expectations,  that  I  can  never  depend  upon  any 
thing  here  until  it  is  part." 

December  31,  1780,  wrote  to  congrefs.  "  It  will 
fcarcely  be  believed  in  congrefs,  that  at  a  time  when  there 
are  the  flrongefl:  appearances  of  war,  there  has  not  been 
a  newfpaper  nor  a  letter  received  in  this  city  (Amfterdam) 
from  London,  fmce  the  19th  or  20th  of  the  month. 

There  are  fymptoms  of  a  more  general  war.  If  Britain 
adheres  to  her  maxims,  this  republic  will  demand  the  aid 
of  RuHia,  Sweden,  Denmark  and  Pruflia,  in  purfuance 
of  the  treaty  of  armed  neutrality.  Thefe  powers  will  not 
be  duped  by  the  artifices  of  the  Englifh  court,  and  ad- 
judge this  war  not  a  Cafus  Foederis,  when  all  the  world 
agrees  that  the  acceflion  of  the  republic  to  the  armed  neu- 
trality, is  the  real  caufe  of  it,  and  the  treaty  between  Mr. 
Lee  and  Mr.  De  Neufville  only  a  falfe  pretext.  If  the 
armed  neutral  confederacy  takes  it  up,  as  nobody  doubts 
they  will,  all  thefe  powers  will  be  foon  at  war  with  Eng- 
land, if  file  does  not  recede.  If  the  neutral  powers  do  not 
take  it  up,  and  England  proceeds,  fhe  will  drive  the  re- 
pt-blic  into  the  arms  of  France,  Spain  and  America.  In 
this  poffible  cafe  a  minifter  here  from  congrefs  would  be 
ufeful.  In  cafe  the  armed  neutrality  take  it  up,  a  minifter 
authorifed  to  reprefent  the  United  States  at  all  the  neutral 
courts  might  be  of  ufe. 

The  emprefs  queen  (Mary  Therefia)  is  no  more.  The 
emperor  has  procured  his  brother  Maximilian  to  be  de- 
clared co-adjutor  of  the  bifhoprisk  of  Minifter  and  Co- 
logne, which  affefts  Holland  and  the  low  countries.  He 
is  fuppofed  to  have  his  eye  on  Liege.  This  may  alarm 
the  Dutch,  the  king  of  Pruflia,  and  France.  The  war 
may  become  general  and  the  fear  of  it  may  make  peace. 
That  is,  it  might,  if  the  king  of  England  was  not  the  mod 
determined  man  in  the  world.  But  deprelfed,  diftraded, 
and  ruined  as  his  dominions  are,  he  will  fet  all  Europe  in 
a  blaze,  before  he  will  make  peace.  His  exertions  againft 
us,  however,  cannot  be  very  formidable.  Patience, 
firmnefs  and  perfcverance  are  our  only  remedy.  Thefe 
are  fure  and  infallible.     And  with  this  obfervation  I  have 
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the  honor  to  take  my  leave  of  congrefs  for  the  year  1780, 
which  has  been  to  me  the  mod  anxious  and  mortifying 
.year  of  my  hfe.  God  grant  that  more  vigor,  wifdom, 
and  decifion  may  govern  the  counfels,  negociations  and 
operations  of  mankind  in  the  year  1 78  i ." 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
^dncy,  September  8,  1809. 


LETTER  XLII. 

AMSTERDAM,  January  i,  1780,  wrote  to  congrefs. 
'*  The  mail  from  London  arrived  this  morning,  brought 
us  for  a  new  year's  entertainment,  the  following 

MANIFESTO. 
George  R. 

Through  the  whole  courfe  of  our  reign,  our  conduct 
towards  the  ftates  general  of  the  United  Provinces,  has 
been  that  of  a  fmcere  friend  and  faithful  ally.  Had  thev 
adhered  to  thofe  wife  principles  which  ufed  to  govern  the 
republic,  they  mufl:  have  fliewn  themfeves  equally  folici- 
tous  to  maintain  the  friendfliip  which  has  fo  long  fubfifted 
between  the  two  nations  ;  and  ivhich  is  effential  to  the  in- 
tcrejis  of  both.  But  from  the  prevalence  of  a  faction  de- 
voted to  France,  and  following  the  dictates  of  that  court, 
a  very  different  policy  has  prevailed.  The  return  made 
to  our  friendfhip  for  fome  time  pail,  has  been  an  open 
contempt  of  the  mod  folemn  engagements,  and  a  repeated 
violation  of  public  faith. 

On  the  commencement  of  xhtdefefifi-vc  war,  in  which 
we  found  ourfelves  engaged,  by  the  aggrcjjlm  of  France, 
we  (hewed  a  tender  regard  10  the  intereits  of  the  ftates 
general,  and  a  defire  of  fecuring  to  their  fubjeds  every 
advantage  of  trade  confiitent  with  the  great  and  juit  prin- 
ciples otour  o\vn  defence.  Our  anibaffador  was  inftructed 
to  offer  a  friendly  negociation,  to  obviate  every  thing  that 
might  lead  to  difa^reeable  diicuffions  ;  and  to  this  offer, 
folemnly  made  by  him  to  the  Itates  general,  the  2d  of 
November,  1778,  no  attention  was  paid. 
46 
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After  the  number  of  our  enemies  increafed,  by  the  ag- 
grejfion  of  Spain,  equally  unprovoked  with  that  of  France, 
we  found  it  neceffary  to  call  upon  the  dates  general  for 
the  performance  of  their  engagements.  The  fifth  article 
of  the  perpetual  defenfivc  alliance  between  our  crown  and 
the  dates  general,  concluded  at  Weftminfter,  the  3d  of 
March,  1678,  befides  the  general  engagement  for  fuccors, 
exprefsly  fiipulates,  "  That  that  party  of  the  two  allies 
that  is  7iot  attacked,  (hall  be  obliged  to  break  with  the  ag- 
greflbr,  in  two  months  after  the  party  attacked  fliall  re- 
quire it" — yet  two  years  have  paifed  without  the  leaft 
afllflance  given  to  us,  without  a  fmgle  fyllable  in  anfwer 
to  our  repeated  demands. 

So  totally  regardlefs  have  the  dates  been  of  their  trea- 
ties with  us,  that  they  readily  promifed  to  obferve  a  neu- 
trality, in  direft  contradiction  to  thofe  engagements  ;  and 
whilft  they  have  withheld'  from  us  the  fuccors  they  were 
bound  to  furnilh,  every  fecret  afliflance  has  been  given  to 
the  enemy,  and  inland  duties  have  been  taken  off  for  the 
fole  purpofe  of  facilitating  the  carriage  of  naval  ftores  to 
France. 

In  dire6l  and  open  violation  of  treaty,  they  fuffered  an 
American  pirate  to  remain  feveral  weeks  in  one  of  their 
ports,  and  even  permitted  a  part  of  his  crew  to  mount 
guard  in  a  fort  in  the  Texel. 

In  the  Eafl  Indies,  the  fubjecls  of  the  dates  general,  in 
concert  with  France,  have  endeavored  to  raife  up  enemies 
againd  us. 

In  the  Wed  Indies,  paritcularly  at  St.  Eudatia,  every 
protection  and  affidance  has  been  given  to  our  rebellious 
fubjedls.  Their  privateers  are  openly  received  in  the 
Dutch  harbors  ;  allowed  to  relit  there  ;  fupplied  w^ith 
arms  and  amunition  ;  their  crews  recruited  ;  their  prizes 
brou<Tht  in  and  fold  ;  and  all  this  in  direct  violation  of  as 
clear  and  folcinn  dipulations  as  can  be  made. 

This  conduft,  fo  inconfident  with  all  good  faith,  fo 
repugnant  to  the  fenfe  of  tlie  wifed  part  of  the  Dutch 
nation,  is  chiefly  to  be  afcribed  to  the  prevalence  of  the 
leading  maaidrates  of  Amderdam,  whofe  fecret  corref- 
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pondence  with  our  rebellions  fubje6ls  was  fufpecled  long 
before  it  was  made  known  by  the  fortunate  difcovery  of  a 
treaty,  the  firft  article  of  which  is,  that 

'  There  fliall  be  a  firm,  inviolable  and  univerfal  peace, 
'  and  fmcere  friendfhip,  between  their  high  mightinefles 
'  the  dates  of  the  feven  United  Provinces  of  Holland,  and 

*  the  United  States  of  North  America,  and  the  fuhjecls 
'and  people  of  the  faid  parties  ;  and  between  the  coun- 
'  tries,  iflands,  cities  and  towns,  fituated  under  the  jurif- 
'  diclion  of  the  faid  United  States  of  Holland,  and  the 
'  faid  United  States  of  America,  and  the  people  and  in- 

*  habitants  thereof,  of  every  degree,  without  exception  of 
'  perfons  or  places.' 

This  treaty  was  figned  in  September,  177S,  by  the  ex- 
prefs  order  of  the  peiifionary  of  Amfterdam,  [Mr.  Van 
Berckel  to  Mr.  De  Neufville]  and  other  principal  magif- 
trates  of  that  city  [viz.  the  burgomaflers  Temmink, 
Hoofdt,  &c.]]  They  now  not  only  avow  the  w^  jle  tranf- 
adtion,  but  glory  in  it,  and  exprefsly  fay,  even  to  the  Ifates 
general,  that  what  they  did,  was  what  their  indifpenfable 
duty  required. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  ftates  general  declined  to  give  any 
anfwer  to  the  memorial  prefented  by  our  ambafl'ador  ;  and 
this  refufal  was  aggravated  by  their  proceeding  upon  other 
bufinefs,  nay,  upon  the  confideration  of  this  very  fubjed:, 
to  internal  purpofes  ;  and  while  they  found  it  impoffible 
to  approve  the  condud  of  their  fubjecls,  they  dill  induf- 
triouily  avoided  to  give  us  the  fatisfaclion  [o  manifeftly 
due. 

We  had  every  right  to  expect,  that  fuch  a  difcovery 
would  have  roufed  them  to  a  juil  indignr.tion  at  theinfult 
offered  to  us,  and  to  themfelves  ;  and  that  they  would 
have  been  eager  to  give  us  full  and  ample  fatisfadion  for 
the  offence,  and  to  infhcl  the  feverefl  punilhment  upon 
the  offenders.  The  urgency  of  the  bufinefs  niade'an  in- 
fhant  anfwer  ejfsntial  to  the  honor  andfafety  cf  this  country. 
The  demand  was  accordingly  preffed  by  our  ambaffador, 
jn  repeated  conferences  with  the  minilters,  and  in  a  fecond 
memorial  :  it  was  preffed  with  all  the  earneftnefs  which 
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could  proceed  from  our  ancient  friendfhip,  and  the  lenl'e 
of  recent  Injuries  :  and  the  anfwer  now  given  to  a  memo- 
rial on  fucli  a  fubjeft,  prefented  more  than  five  weeks  ago, 
is,  that  the  ftates  have  taken  it  ad  referendum.  Such  an 
anfwer,  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  could  only  be  dictated  by 
the  fixed  purpofe  of  hoftility,  meditated  and  already  re- 
folved  by  the  ftates,  induced  by  the  oftenfive  counfels  of 
Amflerdam,  thus  to  countenance  the  hoflile  aggreffion, 
which  the  magillratcs  of  that  city  have  made  in  the  name 
of  the  republic. 

There  is  an  end  of  the  faith  of  all  treaties  with  them,  if 
Amflerdam  may  ufurp  the  fovereign  power  ;  -may  violate 
thoie  treaties  with  impunity,  by  pledging  the  flates  to  en-  - 
gagements  direftly  contrary,  and  leaguing  the  republic 
with  the  rebels  of  a  fovereign,  to  whom  fhe  is' bound  by 
the  clofeft  ties.  Aji  infradion  of  the  law  of  nations^  by 
the  meanejl  member  of  any  country^  gives  the  injured  Jiate 
a  right  to  demand  fatisfidion  and  punifhmcnt  :  How  much 
more  fo,  when  the  injury  complained  of,  is  a  flagrant 
violation  of  public  faith,  committed  by  leading  and  pre- 
dominant members  of  the  ftate  ?  Since  then  the  fatisfac- 
tion  we  have  demanded,  is  not  given,  we  mufl,  though 
mofl  reludantly,  do  ourfelves  that  juftice  which  we  can- 
not otherwife  obtain  :  We  muft  confider  the  ftates  gen- 
eral as  parties  in  the  injury  which  they  will  not  repair  ; 
as  fharers  in  the  aggreflion  which  they  refufe  to  punifh  ; 
and  mufl  ad  accordingly.  We  have  therefore  ordered 
our  ambaffador  to  withdraw  from  the  Hague,  and  fhcdl 
imm.ediately  purfue  fuch  vigorous  mealures  as  the  occafion 
fully  juflifies,  and  our  dignity  and  the  efleij,tial  interefl  of 
our  people  require. 

From  a  regard  to  the  Dutch  nation  at  large,  we  wifli 
it  were  poffible,  to  direct  thofe  meafures  wholly  againfl 
Amflerdam  ;  but  this  cannot  be,  unlcfs  the  flates  general 
will  Immediately  declare,  that  Amfterdam  fliall,  upon  this 
occafion,  receive  no  affiflance  from  them,  but  be  left  to 
abide  the  confequences  of  its  aggrefTion.  Whilfl  Amfler- 
dam is  futfercd  to  prevail  in  the  general  couniels,  and  is 
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backed  by  the  (Irength  of  the  flate,  it  is  impolTible  to  rc- 
fift  the  aggreffion  of  fo  confiderable  a  part,  without  con- 
tending with  the  whole.  But  ive  are  too  fenfihle  of  the 
common  interejis  of  both  countries^  not  to  remember  in  the 
midfi  offiich  a  co7ite/i,  that  the  only  point  to  be  aimed  at  bv 
us,  is,  to  raife  a  difpofition  in  the  counfels  of  the  republic,  to 
return  to  our  ancient  union,  by  giving  us  that  fatisfaffion 
for  thepafi,  and  fecurity  for  the  future,  which  we  Jhall  be 
as  ready  to  receive  as  they  can  be  to  offer,  and  to  the  attain- 
ment of  which,  we  Jhall  dired  all  our  operations.  We 
mean  only  to  provide  for  our  own  fecurity,  by  defeating 
the  dangerous  defigns  that  have  been  formed 'againft  us. 
We  fhall  ever  be  difpofed  to  return  to  friendfliip  with  the 
ftates  general,  when  they  fnicerely  revert  to  that  fyfleni 
which  the  wifdom  of  their  anceftors  formed,  and  which 
has  now  been  fubverted  by  a  powerful  faction,  confpiring 
with  France  againft  the  true  interefts  of  the  republic,  no 
lefs  than  againft  thofe  of  Great  Britain.  G.  R. 

St.  fame's,  Deo.  20,  1780. 

At  the  Court  of  St.  fames' s,  the  loth  of  December,  1780. 
Prefent, 

"  The  king's  moft  excellent  majefty  in  council. 

His  majefty  having  taken  into  confideration  the  many 
injurious  proceedings  of  the  ftates  general  of  the  United 
Provinces,  and  their  fubjefts,  as  fet  forth  in  his  royal 
manifefto  of  this  date  ;  and  being  determined  to  take 
fuch  meafures  as  are  neceffary  for  vindicating  the  honor  of 
his  crown,  and  for  procuring  reparation  and  fatisfadion, 
is  pleafed,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  privy  council,  to 
order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  general  reprifals  be 
granted  againft  the  fliips,  goods  and  fubjeds  of  the  ftates 
general  of  the  United  Provinces,  fo  that,  as  well  his  ma- 
jefty's  fleets  and  fliips,  as  alfo  all  other  ftiips  and  velTels 
that  fliall  be  commilfionated  by  letters  of  marque  or  gen- 
eral reprifals,  or  otherwife,  by  his  majefty's  commiirioners, 
for  ex.^cuting  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral  of  Great 
Britain,  ftiall  and  may  lawfully  feize  all  ftiips,  veflels  and 
goods  belonging  to  the  ftates  general  of  the  United  Proy- 
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inces  or  their  fubjeas,or  others  inhabiting  within  any  of  the 
territories  of  the  aforefaid  Rates  general, and  bringthe  fome 
to  iudgmentinany  of  the  courts  of  admiralty  within  his  ma- 
jefty's  dominions.    And  to  that  end  his  majefty's  advocate 
-cneral,  v.itli  the  advocate  of  the  admiralty  are  forthwith 
?o  prepare  the  draught  of  a  commillion,  and  prefent  the 
fame  to  his  majeily  at  this  board,  authorifing  the  commif- 
fionersfor  executing  the  office  of  lord  high  adnnral,  or 
any  perfon  or  perfons  by  them  empowered  and  appointed, 
to  iflue  forth  and  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  to 
anv  of  his  majefty's  fubjecls,  or  others   whom  the  faid 
commiffioners  Ihall  deem  fitly  qualified  in  that  behalf,  lor 
the  apprehending,  feizing  and  taking  the  Ihips,  vaffiils  an4 
goods  belonging  to  the  ftates  general  of  the  United  Prov- 
inces, and  thtlr  veflels   and  fubjefts,   or  any  inhabiting 
v'ithin  the  countries,  territories  or  dominions  ot  the  afore- 
iaid  Itates  general  ;  and  that  fuch  powers  and  claufes  be 
inibrted  in  the  faid  commiffion  as  have  been  ufual,  and. 
are  according  to  former  precedents  ;  and  his  majefty's 
feid  advocate  general,  with  the  advocate  of  the  admiralty, 
are  alfo  forthwith  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a  commiffion, 
and  prefent  the  fame  to  his  majefty  at  this  board,  authori- 
fing  the  faid  commiffioners   for  executing  the  office  ot 
lord  high  admiral  to  will  and  require  the  high  court  ot 
admiralty  of  Great  Britain  and  the  lieutenant  and  judge 
of  fiiid  court,  his  furrogate  or  furrogates,  as  alfo  the  leve- 
ral  courts  of  admiralty  within  his  majefty's  dominions  to 
take  cognizance  of,  and  judicially  proceed  upon  all,  and 
all  manner  of  captures,  leizurcs,   prizes  and  reprifals  ot 
all  Ihips  and  goods  that  are  or  Ihall  be  taken,  and  to  hear 
and  determine  the  fame  ;    and  accordingly   to  ^djiidge 
and  condemn  all   fuch  ffiips,  velfels  and  goods  as  Ihall 
belong  to  the  ftates  general  of  the  United  Provinces,  _  or 
their  'vaflals   and   fubjeas,   or   to  any  others  inhabitrng 
within  any  of  the  countries,  territories  and  dominions  ot 
the  aforelaid  ftates  general  ;  and  that  fuch  powers  and 
claufes  be  inferted  in  faid  commiffion  as  have  been  ulual, 
and  are  according  to  former  precedents  ;  and  they  are 
likewife  to  prepare  and  lay  before  his  majelty  at  tins 
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board,  a  draught  of  fuch  inflrudlons  as  may  be  proDer 
to  be  fent  to  the  courts  of  admiralty  in  his  majefly's  for- 
eign^ governments  and  plantations,  for  their  guidance 
herein  ;  as  alfo,  another  draught  of  inllruaions  for  fuch 
fhips  as  fliali  be  commiflionated  for  the  purpofes  afore- 
mentioned." 

The  Dutch  nation  had  ftill  flattered  itfelf  with  a  hope 
that  the  Britifh  government  would  not  proceed  to  the  laft 
extremity  ;  but  this  manifello,  if  it  did  not  extinguifli  all 
hopes  of  avoiding  a  war,  (truck  the  whole  republic  with 
fuch  a  violent  fliock  as  produced  an  univerHil  and  folemn 
gloom.  No  man  dared  to  fpeak,  or  to  think  what  would 
be  the  confequence  of  it.  Every  man  feemed  to  be  afraid 
of  his  neighbor  and  his  befl:  friend.  Such  was  the  terror 
of  the  vengeance  of  the  republic  againfl  Amllerdam,  and 
of  the  populace  againfl  Mr.  Van^Berckel,  and  even  the 
American  minifter  was  not  thought  to  be  fafe.  I  was 
avoided  like  a  peflilence.  I  might  have  returned  to  Paris, 
or  removed  to  Antwerp  or  Brulfels,  out  of  all  danger  ; 
but  I  determined  to  abide  at  my  port,  and  lliare  the  fate 
of  my  friends. 

A  crowd  of  obfervatlons  and  reflecllons,  prefent  them- 
felves  upon  this  manifeflo  ;  but  as  it  would  ill  become 
me  to  dogmatize  upon  a  fubjeft  which  enters  fo  deeply 
into  the  whole  hiflory  and  policy  of  Europe,  I  fnall  con- 
fine myfelf  to  a  few  queries. 

1.  Does  it  not  difcover  a  fcrong  fcnfe  of  the  impor- 
tance of  Holland  to  the  intereil  of  England  in  the  then 
actual  flate  of  Europe,  which  it  is  difficult  to  reconcile 
with  any  valuable  and  reafonable  national  objed  which 
the  declaration  of  war  might  have  in  view  ? 

2.  Does  it  not  betray  a"  perfect  knowledge  of  the  hiflo- 
ry of  Barneveldt,  Grotius,  the  De  Witts,  and  the  revolu- 
tion of  1756,  and  a  deliberate  defign  to  excite  in  a  fimi- 
lar  manner  the  republic  againft  Amilerdam,  and  the  pop- 
ulace againfl  xMr.  Van  Berckel  ? 

3.  Does  it  not  fliew  an  oblivion  or  inattention  to  the 
hifi-ory  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  Englifli  and  Dutch 
commerce  and  mauuiaaurcs,  and  of  the  grandeur  of  Lon- 
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don  and  Amfterdam,  ereded  as  they  had  been  upon  the 
occlufion  of  the  Sheld,  the  Maefe,  the  Lis,  and  all  tl^ 
rivers  and  canals  conneded  with  them,  and  upon  the  ru- 
ins of  the  commerce  of  Antwerp,  Oflend,  Nieuport,  Bru- 
ges, and  many  other  cities,  indeed  of  the  whole  of  the 
Auftrian  Netherlands  ?  '         .     . 

4.  Were  not  the  Britifh  miniftry  inattentive  both  to 
the  former  and  the  prefent  ftate  of  Holland  ?     When  the 
united -arms  and  negociations  of  thefe  two  powers  had 
effeaed  fuch  mighty  things   for  their  own  aggrandize- 
ment, and  the  mortification  and  Impoverifliment  of  France 
and  Germany,  the  Dutch  had  a  navy  equal  or  iuperior  to 
the  Jmgliih,  and  had  always  infifted  on  the  pofTeffion  ot 
the  barrier  towns,  fortified  with  all  the  fcience  and  art  ot 
the  age,  and  amply  furnifhed  with  garrifons,  as  a  defence 
againll  France.      Now,  the  Dutch  had  fo   long  been 
taught  to  depend  on  the  Britifli  fleet  for  protedion,  that 
their  navy  had  been  totally  neglefted,  and  was  reduced 
almoll   to  nothing.      The  fortifications  of  the^  barrier 
towns  had  been  wholly  negleded  and  gone  to  ruins,  and 
the  garrifons  withdrawn.     The  Dutch  country  was  there- 
fore expofed  to  be  overrun  and  overwhelmed  by  France 
in  a  few  days.     And  if  Holland  had  joined  England  in 
the  war  fhe  mud  have  been  at  war  with  France,  Spain  and 
America.     At  a  time  too  when  the  family  alliance  be- 
tween  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  and  the  houfe  of  Auftna  had 
produced  a  kind  of  friendfhip  between  France  and  Ger- 
many ;  and  when  the  emperor  was  known  to  entertain 
deugns  of  opening  the  Sheld  ?  r^rr     rs 

5.  Is  it  pofTible  to  believe,  that  the  treaty  of  Mr.  Ue 
Neufville  and  Mr.  Lee  could  be  the  real  motive,  or  any 
thing  more  than  a  very  thin  pretext  for  this  war.  That 
treaty  was  a  mere  nullity.  Amfterdam  had  no  authority 
10  bind  the  republic,  nor  had  Mr.  De  Neufville  authority  to 
bind  the  cirv.  Mr.  Lee,  on  the  other  hand,  nad  no  au- 
iliority  to  bind  congrefs  or  the  United  States.  1  he  Eng- 
lifh  might  as  well  liave  alledged  a  treaty  between  the  rooks 
on  the  trees  and  the  dorks  on  the  houfes  as  a  caufe  of  w^r. 
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6.  If  the  object  was  to  prevent  the  republic  from  en- 
tering into  future  negociations  with  th  United  States, 
and  lending  them  money,  was  not  this  declaration  of  war 
the  moft  certain  of  all  means  of  compelling  the  Dutch  to 
do  what  they  meant  to  intimidate  them  from  doino-  ? 

7.  Is  it  credible,  that  a  motive  fo  fordid  as  the  fpolia- 
tion  of  Dutch  fhips  and  merchandize,  for  the  emolument 
of  Englifh  fhips  of  war  and  privateers,  could  have  pre- 
vailed with  the  Britifh  miniftry,  to  deflroy  at  one  blow, 
and  forever,  that  balance  of  power  to  which  their  country 
owed  its  greatnefs  ? 

8.  Were  not  the  Dutch  driven  by  this  war  to  the  def- 
perate  dilemma  that  of  either  furrendering  their  indepen- 
dence, or  fighting  the  Englifh  and  uniting  with  their 
enemies  ? 

9.  Have  our  fellow  citizens,  who  pleafe  themfelve$ 
with  the  hope  of  an  alliance  with  England,  analyzed  that 
flrange  jumble  of  interefls  which  produced  the  old  bal- 
ance of  power  ?  Have  they  confidered  that  the  jealoufy 
between  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  and  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
was  aneffential  ingredient  in  that  unnatural  compofition.? 
The  Bourbons  confented  to  the  occlufion  of  the  Scheld, 
for  the  fake  of  the  annihilation  of  the  commerce  of  the 
Auftrian  Netherlands,  and  the  Auftrians  confented  to 
that  annihilation  for  the  fake  of  depriving  France  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Scheld.  France  and  Germany  have 
been  mutually  jealous  of  each  others  commerce. 

I  o.  Do  our  countrymen  jjelieve,  that  by  uniting  with 
England  they  can  reflore  Holland  to  her'naval  power, 
her  barrier  towns,  and  her  ancient  warlike  fpirit  ?  I'hat 
they  can  compel  France  and  Germany  to  agree  once 
more  upon  the  ruin  of  the  fineft  country  in  Europe,  the 
Auib-ian  Netherlands,  and  the  occlufion  of  the  bed  ports 
and  rivers  of  Europe  ? 

1 1.  May  I  be  permitted  to  recommend  to  fome  of  my 
young  countrymen,  to  read  all  the  treaties  fince  that  of 
IMunfter,  and  all  the  negociations  and  hiflories  of  war 
and  peace,  fmce  that  period,  and  then  confider  whether 
iome  new  balance  of  power  hcW  not  become  indifpenfable, 
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fince  it  is  m.miFefl:  that  the  ancient  one  has  totally  def- 
rroyed  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  liberty  of  the  feas  f 
But  I  forbear. 

On  the  4th  of  January,    1781,  wrote  to  congrefs. 
"  Notwithftanding  the  influence  of  the  Englifh  nation, 
and  of  old  prejudices  and  habits  ;  the  apprehenfions  which 
are  entertained  for  immenfe  funis  in  the  Englifh  funds  j 
and  for  the  fudden  defl:ru6tion  of  an  innumerable  naviga- 
tion, at  the  commencement  of  a  war  ;  and  above  alls 
notwirhfl:anding  the  authority  and  influence  of  theftadt- 
holder,  I  am  confidently  aflured  by  feveral  gentlemen, 
that  the  national  opinion  and  affctllon  is  with  us.     The 
baron  Van  Der  Capellen,  with  whom  I  have  the  honor 
of  an  agreeable  acquaintance,  is  of  opinion,  that  four 
fifths  of  the  nation  wifli  us  fuccefs  in  our  enterprize.  The 
fymptoms  of  popularity  are  decifivein  Amfterdam.    The 
Sunday  before  lafl:,  in  the  Prefbyterian  church,  the  parfon 
beginning,  as  ufual,  to  pray  for  the  king  of  England,  was 
abfolutely  interrupted  by  a  general  murmur.    On  Chrifl:- 
mas  day  he  attempted  to  repeat  his  imprudence,  and  was 
interrupted  by  flill  greater  confufion  ;  fo  that  the  laft  Sun- 
day, he  had  learned  difcretion  to  leave  out,  wholly,  this  of- 
f  jnflve  claufe  in  his  devotions.    On  the  evening  of  the  new 
years  day,  at  the  theatre,  the  public  were  entertained  with  the 
national  tragedy,  as  it  is  called,  the  Gyfbrecht  Van  Am- 
ftel,  after  which,  the  at^lors,  as  is  cuilomary,  addreiTed  the 
audience.    There  were  many  flrokes  in  this  addrefs  which 
fufliciently  indicated  the  fpiril*of  the  times,  particularly  a 
Iblemn  injundlion  that  they  miift  notbejlavcs,  and  a  quo- 
tation from  a  popular  fong,  with  which  the  fl:reets  have 
refounded  for  ten  days,  which  were  deeply  and  univerfally 
applauded.    The  prefTes  fwarm  with  pamphlets,  handbills, 
fongsand  poems,  generally  much  againft  the  Englifli., 
and  commonly  with  fome  favorable  hints  concerning  the 
Americans.     The  converfation  in  private  families,  and 
the  toafls  in  jovial  circles,  indicate  a  tremendous  fpirit  in 
the  body  of  this  people,  v/hich,  if  once  let  loofe  from  re- 
flraint,  and  properly  directed,   would  make  this  nation 
ihe  worft  enemy  that  England  ever  had.     It  is  dfential 
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to  attend  to  thefe  fymptoms  of  popularity,  at  this  time, 
and  in  this  country,  becaufe  it  is  manifeft  that  the  whole 
fyfteni  of  the  EngHfh,  in  concert  with  their  faction  in  the 
republic,  is  now  bent  to  excite  the  populace  againft  the 
burgomafters  of  Amfterdam.  They  fucceeded,  in  1 748 , 
and  accompliihed  a  change  in  the  regency.  If  they  could 
fucceed  in  the  fame  manner  now,  they  would  change  the 
whole  political  fyltem  of  this  nation,  and  by  this  means, 
in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs  in  Europe  and  America, 
it  is  plain  they  would  work  its  entire  and  irretrievable 

ruin. 

Yet  the  courfe  is  fo  circuitous,  to  apply  to  the  courts 
of  Ruffia,  Sweden  and  Denmark,  to  induce  them  to  join 
in  demanding  fatisfaftion  of  England  ;  the  ihocks  upon 
'change,  by  the  fudden  capture  of  fo  many  fhips,  will  be 
fo  great  ;  fo  many  mfurers,  merchants,  &c.  will  be  ruin- 
ed ;  and  there  wi'li  be  fo  many  arts  employed  to  divide 
and  difcourage  the  people,  that  I  cannot  pretend  to  forefee 
what  will  happen.  The  confufion  is  yet  io  great,  that  I 
have  no  hopes,  at  prefent,  of  obtaining  money.  There 
mufl  be  time  for  the  fermentation  to  go  off  ;  and  the 
quarrel  with  England  muff  become,  in  the  minds  of  all, 
irreconcilable,  before  we  can  try  the  experiment  whether 
we  have  any  credit  or  not. 

If  congrefs  fliould  think  proper  to  fend  powers  here  to 
treat  with  the  flates  general,  I  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to  their 
confideration  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Dumas.  He  was  early  em- 
ployed in  our  affairs  here,  has  negleded  all  other  bufmels, 
has  been  attentive  and  induftrious,  and  is  a  gentleman 
of  extenfive  learning  and  amiable  character.  I  believe 
he  is  not  ambitious  nor  avaricious,  but  moderate  in  his 
expe£tations.  Whoever  fliall  be  honored  with  powers 
from  congrefs  to  refide  here,  would  find  his  affiftance 
ufeful,  for  he  is  much  devoted  to  the  American  caufe. 
I  hope,  therefore,  congrefs  will  pardon  me,  if  I  venture 
to  recommend  him  to  their  attention." 

Januarv  8,  1781,  wrote  to  congrefs  a  recapitulation. 
"  On  tlie  10th  November,  1780,  the  memorial  of  llr 
Jofeph  Yorke  to  the  ftates  general  was  prefeuted  for  a 
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difayowal,  fatisfaaion  proportlotied  to  the  offence,  an^ 
punifttment  of  the  guilty. 

November  28 — a  formal  difapprobation  of  the  flates 
general  of  the  condud  of  the  regency  of  Amfterdam. 

December  12 — fecond  memorial  of  fir  Jofeph  Yorke, 
for  a  fatisfadion  proportioned  to  the  offence,  and  pun- 
ifhment  of  the  guilty. 

December  14 — anfwer  of  the  ftates  general,  difpatched 
by  exprefs  to  London,  importing  that  their  high  migh- 
tineifes  had  taken  the  faid  memorials  ad  referendum, 

December  16 — order  of  his  Britannic  majefty  to  fir 
Jofeph  Yorke,  to  v/ithdraw  from  the  Hague,  without 
taking  leave,  difpatched  by  exprefs ;  arrived  at  the  Hague 
the  23d. 

December  1 9 — letter  of  the  count  de  Welderen  to  the 
flates  general,  acknowledging  t!:^e  receipt  of  thofe  of  the 
1 2th  and  15th  j  arrived  the  fame  day,  the  19th,  with 
the  declaration  of  the  ftates  general,  touching  their  ac- 
ceflion  to  the  confederation  of  the  north. 

December  20 — fignature  of  the  manifeiio  of  his  Bri- 
tannic majefty,  publifhed  2  iff,  in  the  London  Gazette, 
extraordinary. 

December  21 — expedition  of  an  exprefs  to  fir  Jofeph 
Yorke,  arrived  at  the  Hague  the  23d,  at  night,  with  the 
manifefto,  publifhed  the  2 iff. 

December  22 — refolution  of  the  flates  general,  to  refer 
the  afiair  of  the  fatisfaftion  and  punifliment  of  the  guilty, 
to  the  provincial  court  ot  juflice. 

December  25 — departure  of  fir  Jofeph  Yorke  for  Ant- 
werp. 

December  26 — expedition  of  an  exprefs  to  the  count 
de  Welderen,  with  orders  to  prefent  the  declaration  touch- 
ing the  confederation  of  the  north,  and  to  withdrav.-  from 
London  without  taking  leave. 

December  28 — the  ordinary  packet  from  London  not 
yet  arrived,  and  the  lad  letters  from  London  are  of  the 
19th.     ^ 

In  this  rapid  fucceflion  have  events  rolled  after  one 
another,  as  thofe  terrible  furgcs  of  the  fca,  which,  in 
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fome  ftormy  feafons,  lafh  the  dykes  which  defend  the 
eountry  from  inundation,  and  threaten  to  break  down 
all  before  them,  and  lay  the  whole  nation  under  water, 
until  a  war  has  feemingly  become  inevitable. 

The  prince  of  Orange  has  made  a  proportion  or  requi- 
fition  to  the  ftates  general  to  augment  their  navy  with 
fifty  or  fixty  veffels  of  war,  and  their  army  with  fifty  or 
fixty  thoufand  men.  The  fliips  of  war  will  be  agreed 
■to,  but  the  troops  will  not,  as  I  am  informed.  But  once 
more  I  beg  leave  to  fay,  I  can  believe  nothing  until  it  is 
pad." 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

^incy^  Septeni)er  12,  1809. 


LETTER  XLIII. 

AMSTERDAM,  January  14,  1781,  wrote  to  con- 
grefs.  "  In  an  excurfion  which  I  have  lately  made 
through  the  principal  cities  of  this  province,  that  is,  Ha-r- 
lem,  Leyden,  the  Hague,  Delph,  and  Rotterdam,  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  perceiving,  that  there  is  a  fpirit  of 
refentment  againfl  the  Engiifli,  very  general  among  the 
people.  Notwithftanding  this,  every  thing  is  fo  artfully 
retarded  ;  the  manifefto,  the  letters  of  marque,  and  above 
all  the  decifion  of  the  court  of  juftice  of  Holland,  is  fo 
lludioufly  delayed,  while  the  Englifh  are  making  fuch 
vaft  depredations  upon  the  defencelefs  merchant  vefll;!; 
of  the  Dutch,  that  I  cannot  yet  be  fure  that  war  is  decided. 
The  councils  of  the  prince,  united  with  thofe  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Britilh  funds,  and  the  diftreffes  of  mer- 
chants, may  yet  induce  the  republic  againfl  the  general 
fenfe  of  the  nation,  to  fue  for  a  difhonorable  peace. 

I  have,  however,  fm.^e  my  return,  received  a  letter 
from  the  Hague  of  laft  Friday,  from  Mr.  Dumas,  which 
informs  me,  that  a  letter  is  received  from  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries at  Peterfburg,  dated  the  19th  of  December,  an- 
nouncing, that  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia  was  well  liitisfitd 
with  all  that  had  paffed  j  that  (he  had  feen  the  X\<o  \\\[\ 
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memorials  presented  by  fir  Jofeph  Yorke  to  their  high 
njightinefles  ;  and  that  flie  had  more  indignation  than 
furprife  at  the  fight  of  them.  It  may  be  doubted,  how- 
ever, whether  this  is  not  a  miftake,  as  the  memorial  was 
dated  the  12th,  and  the  letter  of  the  mi.  liters  the  19th  ; 
that  the  fignature  was  to  be  on  the  23d  ;  after  which, 
thofe  minifters  were  to  difplay  the  characters  of  ambaffa- 
dors  extraordinary  ;  that  they  would  forthwith  difpatch 
another  exprefs  with  the  convention  figned.  This  exprefs 
is  now  expected  every  moment  ;  and  as  foon  as  it  arrives 
their  high  mightineffes  will  publifh  their  manifefto.  This 
little  delay  is  faid  to  be  a  pure  formality.  In  the  mean 
time  they  refolved  on  the  1 2th  of  this  month  to  diflribute 
letters  of  marque  to  privateers,  and  orders  to  the  fhips  of 
ftate,  to  feize  every  thing  they  can  belonging  to  the  Eng- 

liih. 

Notwiihftanding  this,  there  are  no  privateers  ready  ; 
and  I  fear  there  are  fewer  Ihips  of  war  ready  than  there 
ought  to  be.  It  will  be  long  before  the  Dutch  can  do 
any  great  things,  and  they  muil  fuffer  very  feverely. 
Such  are  the  effects  of  blind  and  miftaken  policy.  j^This 
might  have  been  better  exprefied,  by  faying— S«c/^  are  the 
effeds  of  depending  on  theprotcdion  of  the  Britijh  navy.'] 

War  is  lb  new  and  fo  terrible  a  thing  to  this  people  ; 
they  are  fo  divided  in  fentiraents  ;  their  minds  are  fo  agi- 
tated with  uncertainty,  irrefolution  and  apprehenfion,  that 
there  is  as  yet  no  poffibility  of  borrowing  any  money.  I 
muft,  therefore,  repeat  the  requeft,  that  congrefs  would 
not  think  of  drawing  for  any  more,  until^  they  receive 
certain  advices  from  me  that  there  is  fome  in  hand."^ 

January  15,  178 1,  wrote  to  congrefs.  "  The  prince 
on  the  26th  of  December,  made  a  propofition  to  the  Hates 
general,  in  fubftance.  That  his  moft  ferene  highnefs  had 
already  communicated  the  lail  year  to  the  refpeftive  prov- 
inces, his  advice  to  equip  fifty  or  fixty  velfels  of  war,  and 
to  augment  the  laft  forces  to  fifty  or  fixty  thoufand  men  ; 
to  put  the  frontier  places  in  a  good  fi:are  of  defence  ;  and 
to  provide  neceiiary  magazines  of  warlike  flores,  to  the 
end,  to  be  in  a  condition  to  detend  the  lawful  rights  of 
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the  republic  :  that  his  moft  ferene  highnefs  had  feen  with 
fatisfaftion,  that  as  far  as  refpeded  the  marme  it  has 
been  made  better  in  fome  degree  ;  and  that  he  flattered 
himfelf  that  the  dates  of  all  the  provinces  would  reinforce 
it  for  the  enfuing  year,  with  redoubled  zeal,  fince  they 
could  not  be  too  much  upon  their  guard  in  the  prefent 
conjuncture  ;  that  it  was  equally  neceifary  to  put  the  re- 
public in  a  convenient  (late  of  defence  on  the  land  fide  ; 
and  that  he  hoped  they  would  at  this  day  think  ferioufly 
of  it  ;  that  they  would  augment  the  fortifications,  and 
fupply  the  magazines,  fince  if  they  failed  in  this,  his  mofl 
ferene  highnefs  would  not  be  refponfible  for  the  events, 
kc. 

The -dates  general,  after  having  thanked  the  fladthol- 
der  for  his  affiduous  zeal,  and  folicitude  to  maintain  the 
republic  in  the  engagement  of  its  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence, refolved,  "  That  the  propofition  of  his  moil  fe- 
rene highnefs  fhould  be  communicated  to  the  refpeftive 
provinces ;  and  that  it  fliould  be  reprefented  to  them,  that 
his  moft  ferene  highnefs,  animated  with  the  pureft  love 
of  his  country,  infills,  with  reafon,  at  this  day,  when  the 
danger  is  immediate,  and  war  appears  inevitable,  upon 
the  neceflity  of  making  unanimous  efforts  to  the  end  to 
reftd  this  danger,  and  to  preferve  the  republic  by  joining 
courage  to  prudence,  that  the  maritime  forces  of  the  repub- 
lic are  not  yet  fufficient  to  protect  the  commerce,  thefource 
of  the  well  being  of  the  public,  in  all  its  branches  5  and  to 
enfure  from  all  invafion  the  poffcffions  of  the  republic,  both 
in  the  Ead  and  Wed  Indies ;  that  therefore,  their  high 
mightinefies,  think  themfelves  under  obligation  to  pray 
the  members  of  the  union,  in  a  manner  the  mod  friendly 
and  the  mod  prefiing,  to  fix  their  attention  as  foon  as 
polllble  upon  thefe  objects,  and  to  accompliih  them  with 
vigor,  fince  the  dorm  which  approaches  at  fea,  may  eafily, 
by  a  fudden  revolution,  difcharge  iifelf  upon  the  conti- 
nent ;  fo  that  an  augmentation  of  land  forces  is  as  indif- 
penfably  ncceflary  as  the  armament  by  fea.  That  from 
thefe  inotives,  their  high  mightineffes  alfure  themfelves, 
that  fma  there  n@  longer  remains  fr)r  the  republic  a  choice 
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bct-wcen  peace  and  war,  the  refpeiSlive  members  of  the 
union  will  endeavor,  as  far  as  poiliblc,  to  defend  their 
country,  and  all  that  is  dear  to  them,  bv  adlino-  with  una- 
nimity,  courage  and  candor." 

January  15,  1781,  wrote  to  congrefs.  "The  follow- 
ing is  the  declaration  of  the  flates  general  of  their  accef- 
fion  to  the  armed  neutrality. 

DECLARATION. 

Their  high  mightinelTes,  the  flates  general  of  the  Uni- 
ted Provinces  of  the  low  countries,  having  had  nothing 
more  at  heart  fmce  the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
war  ;  and  having  defired  nothing  more  earneflly,  than 
to  obferve  invariably,  the  moft  ftrid,  and  the  mod  perfedb 
neutrality,  between  the  belligerent  powers,  and  to  fulfil 
at  the  fame  time  their  effential  and  indifpenfable  obliga- 
tions, by  granting  a  convenient  protection  to  the  com- 
merce and  the  navigation  of  their  fubjefts,  and  by  main- 
taining and  defending  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their 
neutral  flag,  have  learned  with  the  higheft  fatisfaclion, 
that  her  majefty,  the  emprefs  of  all  the  RulTias,  conftant- 
ly  animated  with  noble  and  generous  fentiments,  which 
mult  tranfmit  to  the  latefl  pofteritv  the  immortal  luftre 
and  renown  of  her  glorious  reign,  has  thought  fit  to  de- 
clare to  the  belligerent  powers,  "  That  being  in  th«  in- 
tention to  obferve,  during  the  prefent  war,  the  mofl  exact 
impartiahty,  fhe  is  determined  to  maintain,  by  all  the 
means  the  mod  efficacious,  the  honor  of  the  Ruffian  flag, 
as  well  as  the  fafety  of  the  commerce  and  the  navigation 
of  her  fubjeds,  and  not  to  fuft'er  any  of  the  belligerent 
powers  to  give  them  any  interruption.  'The  fentiments 
and  views  of  their  high  mightinefl'es  anfwer  perfedly,  and 
are  entirely  conforniable  to  the  principles  which  make 
the  bafis  ot  the  declaration  of  her  imperial  majcfl:y  ;  and 
they  confeqiiently  do  not  hefitate  to  lay  open,  after  her 
example  to  the  belligerent  powers,  the  Umie  principles 
which  they  are  determined  to  follow,  and  to  niaintain  in 
concert  v/ith  her  imperial  majefly — to  wit  : 
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2.  That  neutral  veffels  may  freely  navigate  from  port 
ta  port,  and  upon  the  coafls  of  the  powers  at  war. 

2.  That  the  effects,  belonging  to  lubjeds  of  the  powers 
at  war,  (hall  be  free  upon  neutral  velTeis,  excepthig  only 
merchandises  of  contraband. 

3.  That,  with  regard  to  contraband,  their  high  mlghti- 
nefl'es  adhere  to  what  is  flipulated  by  the  treaties  conclu- 
ded between  them  and  the  belligerent  powers  ;  and  more 
exprefsly  by  the  fixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  marine,  with 
the  crown  of  Spain,  of  the  17th  of  December,  1650  ;  the 
third  article  of  the  treaty  of  marine  with  the  crown  of 
England  of  the  firft  of  December,  1674;  and  the  1 6th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation,  and  of 
marine  with  the  crown  of  France,  of  the  firfl  of  Decem- 
ber, 1739,  for  twenty-five  years  j  the  difpofitions  and  de»- 
terminations,  of  which  treaties  in  their  full  extent,  relative 
to  merchandizes  of  contraband,  their  high  mightinefles 
coniider  as  entirely  founded  in  natural  equity  and  the  law 
of  nations. 

4.  That  no  place  fliall  be  adjudged  blockaded,  but 
when  ihips  of  war  Rationed  in  the  neighborhood  fliall  hin- 
der, that  no  veffel  can  enter  without  an  evident  danger. 

5.  That  thefe  principles  ihall  ferve  as  rules  to  judge  of 
the  lawfulnefs  or  unlawfulnefs  of  prizes. 

As  thefe  principles  form  and  conflitute  the  unlverfal 
rights  of  neutral  powers  ;  and  as  they  are  moreover  con- 
firmed by  treaties  which  can  never  be  lawfully  annulled 
or  altered,  or  fufpended  by  a  common  ad:  and  reciprocal 
confent  of  the  contra6ling  parties,  their  high  mightineffes 
iiatter  themfelves,  that  the  belligerent  powers  will  ac- 
knowledge and  refped:  thejuftice  of  them,  by  giving  no 
obltruftion  to  the  commerce  of  the  fubjefts  of  their  high 
mightinefles,  and  by  not  troubling  them,  in  the  free  en- 
joyment of  rights,  the  propriety  of  which  cannot  be  con- 
leiled  to  the  flag  of  neutral  and  independent  power. 

January  15,    1781,  wrote  to  congrefs.     "Zealand  is 
ilill  endeavoring  to  divert  the  republic  from  its  interefl 
4nd  its  duty  ;  to  enibarrafs  its  operations,  and  involve  it 
in  diGirage  and  ruin. 
48 
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"ilie  diredtois  of  the^  company  of  coiunierce,  that  of 
iiifuraiice,  and  a  great  number  of  merchants,  eilablifhed 
at  Middleburg  in  Zealand,  have  prefented  a  petition  to 
tlie  dates  general,  to  fupplicate  their  high  mightinefles,  to 
try  again  the  way  of  negociation  ;  to  endeavor  to  prevent 
by  this  means  the  damages  with  which  the  fubjeQs  of  the, 
rcpiabhc  are  ftill  threatened  by  a  war  with  England  ;  and 
to  come  to  a  friendly  accommodation.  This  petition  has- 
been  fupported  by  a  refolution  of  the  flates  of  Zealand, 
tranfmittec'  to  the  aflfembly  of  the  ftates  general  :  but  it 
is  faid,  that  this  petition  has  been  rendered  commifforial, 
and  will  not  be  taken  intoconfideration,  unlefs  the  Eng- 
lifii  fhould  make  fome  propofitions  of  peace. 

The  ftate  of  the  marine  of  this  republic,  during  the 
year  1781,  as  it  has  been  propofed  by  the  petition  of  the 
council  of  ffate,  is  of  two  veffels  of  70  guns,  and  550 
men  ;  nine  of  60  guns  and  450  men  ;  fifteen  of  50  guns 
and  300  men ;  two  of  40  guns  and  270  men  ;  one  of  40 
guns  and  230  men  ;  fourteen  of  36  guns  and  230  men  ; 
thirteen  of  20  guns  and  150  men  ;  five  (loops  ;  one  hof- 
pital  fhip  ;  four  packet  boats  ;  twelve  large  armed  veffels  ; 
fixteen  fmaller  ;  making  in  the  whole  ninety  four  fhips 
and  18,490  men." 

January  15,  1781,  wrote  again  to  congrefs.  "  Con- 
grefs  will  not  expert  me  to  write  of  peace  at  this  time, 
when  the  flames  of  war  are  fpreading  far  and  wide  with 
more  rapidity  than  ever  :  and  I  have  no  comfortable 
tidings  on  the  fubject  of  money.  In  the  firft  place  I  be- 
lieve there  is  not  fo  much  money  here  as  the  world  ima- 
gines ;  and  in  the  next  place  thofe  who  have  what  there 
is,  have  now  no  confidence  in  any  nation  or  individual. 
All  credit  feems  at  a  fland.  The  republic  will  want  a 
loan  ;  the  northern  neutral  powers  will  want  loans  ;  and 
even  a  loan  will  be  wanted  to  fupport  the  credit  of  a 
number  of  houfes  in  the  mercantile  way  which  are  af- 
fefted  by  the  violent  and  fadden  revolution  of  the  times, 
and  by  the  piratical  depredations  of  the  Englifli.  I  hope 
therefore,  that  congrefs  will  not  venture  to  draw  here, 
until  they  have  certain  informauon  that  they  may  dr?.w 
with  fafetv." 
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Arafterdarri,  January  i6,  1 781,  wrote  to  the  board  of 
war  of  the  Maflachufetts.  "  There  are  three  perfons  in 
the  mercantile  way,  Mr.  Sigourney,  Mr.  Ingraham,  and 
Mr.  Bromfield,  who  are  now  in  this  city,  and  propole  to 
refide  and  eftablifh  a  mercantile  houfe  here.  Thefe 
gentlemen  are  very  well  known  in  the  Maffachufetts  z 
and  therefore  it  is  unnecefTary  for  me  to  fay  any  thing 
concerning  their  charafters.  They  have  travelled  a  good 
deal  in  Europe,  and  I  believe  have  been  conftantly  in 
purfuit  of  bufmefs  and  ufeful  information  in  the  commer- 
cial line.  Their  defign  of  refiding  here,  as  it  is  well  ap- 
proved, may  be  very  ufeful  both  to  this  country  and  to 
ours,  by  facilitating  a  communication  and  commerce  ad- 
vantageous to  both.  Perhaps  they  may  execute  any 
commiffion  from  the  honorable  board  more  to  their  fatis- 
faftion  than  a  ftranger.  I  cannot  therefore,  efpecially  as 
thefe  are  the  firrt:  who  have  conceived  fuch  a  defign  here, 
but  recommend  them  to  the  favorable  attention  of  the 
board." 

Amfterdam,  January  18,  178 1,  wrote  to  Mr.  Dana,  at 
Paris.  '^  Yeiierday  I  had  the  pleafure  of  your's  of  the 
7th.  Both  the  packets  came  fafe,  and  in  good  order.  As 
to  "  a  fecret  addrefs,"  you  may  dired,  under  cover,  A 
Madame  La  Veuve  du  Monfier  Henry  Schorn,  op  de 
Agterburgwall  by  de  Hoogftraat  Amfterdam. 

It  is  not  pofTible  to  fupprefs  all  fufpicions  after  the  con- 
verfation  you  heard  ;  but  your  own  coolnefs  and  judg- 
ment will  be  fufficient  without  any  hint  from  me,  to  be 
cautious  of  mentioning  thofe  fufpicions,  until  evidence 
ihall  appear. 

The  newfpapers,  for  a  year  from  the  time  of  fubfcrip- 
tion,  which  was  in  the  fpring,  are  all  paid  for.  It  is  not 
worth  while  to  fubfcribe  anew,  for  the  Gazette  de  France, 
nor  for  more  than  one  foreign  Gazette.  As  I  take  the 
Englilh  papers  here  at  a  moll  horrid  expenfe,  I  wifli  you 
would  pay  Mr.  Genet,  and  let  me  know  the  amount. 
My  moft  cordial  refpecls  to  that  gentleman,  for  whom 
I  have  the  higheft  efteem.  I  think  you  may  depend  on 
his  friend fliip  and  fmcerity.     My  refpeft?.  alfo  to  Dr. 
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Folke,  and  thanks  for  the  newfpapers.  I  have  conceived 
a  great  efteem  for  that  young  gentleman.  Mr.  Edwards 
is  gone  to  France.  I  {hall  get  publiflied  the  contents  of 
his  newfpapers. 

This  nation  can  hardly  yet  believe  that  the  Englilh  are, 
or  will  be,  at  war  with  them  :  inftead  of  depending  upon 
thcmfelves,  they  now  look  up  to  Ruflia  and  the  northern 
powers  :  if  thefe  fhould  fail  them,  which  I  think,  howevei", 
they  cannot,  I  know  not  what  would  be  the  confequence. 
But  I  fliall  never  get  a  fmgle  ducat,  until  it  is  decided 
whether  the  neutral  union  will  fupport  the  republic.    Ev- 
ery party  and  almoft  every  man  is  afraid  to  do  the  leaft 
thing,  of  which  England  can  complain,  or  about  which 
flie  can  make  a  noife,  left:  the  blame  of  involving  the 
country  in  war  fliould  be  thrown  upon  them.      ^Vhat  I 
fhull  do,  I  know  not.     Congrefs  draws  upon  me  ;  but  I 
fliall  Irave  no  refource  to  pay  a  farthing  but  from  Dr. 
Franklin.     If  that  fails  me,  I  am  undone.     I  wifli  our 
countrymen  would  aflume  courage  enough  to  augment 
the  taxes  upon  themfelves,  and  reduce  the  needlefs  ex- 
penfes,  fo  as  to  do  without  fuccors  which  are  unattaina- 
ble.    At  leaft;,  I  think  nothing  will  ever  be  done  here, 
until  a  treaty  k  concluded  between  the  two  republics. 
There  are  a  million  jealoufies  about  the  Scheld  ;  about 
trade  with  the  etnperor's  dominions  ;  about  the  fuscef- 
fion  of  the  empire  ;  or  rather  about  another  election  in 
the   houfe  of  Auft:ria,  &c.  kc.  &c.      Individuals  dare 
nothing  in  this  country,  nor  indeed  in  any  other  part  of 
Europe,   until  the  countenance  of  government  is  given. 
A  treaty  with  this  country  is  fo  great  a  work,  that  it 
would  require  time,  and  this  is  faid  not  to  be  the  proper 
time  to  talk  about  it." 

I  have  tranfcribed  this  letter  to  Mr.  Dana  at  full  length, 
for  feveral  reafons. 

I .  For  the  fake  of  explaining  a  very  frivolous  clrcum- 
Hance  which  has  been  dignified  by  an  infertion  and  mif- 
reprcfentation  in  hift:ory,  I  mean  my  firft  private  lodgings 
after  I  left  the  city  hotel,  in  Amfterdam. 
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On  my  journey  from  Paris  to  Nantz,  in  order  to  em- 
bark for  America  in  the  frigate  alliance,  in  the  fpring  of 
1779,  I  met  upon  the  road  a  gentleman  in  a  poft  chaile, 
whofe  drefs,  air  and  countenance  indicated  an  American : 
He  flopped  his  own  poflillion  and  mine,  and  ftepping  out 
of  his  carriage,  afked  me,  very  politely  apologifmg  for  his 
freedom,    whether  my  name  was  Adams  ?     Upon  my 
anfwer  in  the  affirmative,  he  faid  he  was  very  glad  to  fee 
me,  though  he  was  very  forry  I  was  leaving  Paris,  for  he 
had  letters  for  me,  and  had  depended  very  much  upon 
me  for  affiftance  in  his  enterprife.     He  produced  me  lev- 
eral  letters,  particularly  one  from  Mr.  Edward  Rutledge, 
and  another  from  Mr.  Arthur  Middleton,  of  South  Car- 
olina.    I  had  ferved  in  congrefs,  for  years,  with  both 
thefe  gentlemen  :  the  former  had  been  with  Dr.  Franklin 
and  me,  to  meet  lord  Howe,  in  1776,  on  Staten  IHand, 
and  was  afterwards  governor  of  South  Carolina  :  the 
latter  was  the  fon  of  Mr.  Middleton,  whom  we  chofe  for 
prefident  of  congrefs,  in  1774,  after  prefident  Randolph 
retired  to  his  chair  of  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  burgelTes  in 
Virginia.     Both  thefe  gentlemen  were  among  the  mofl 
refpedable  chara£ters  in  the  flate  of  South  Carolina,  and 
both  in  their  letters  recommended  commodore  Gillon  to 
me,  in  the  warmeft  terms,  as  a  gentleman  of  talents  and 
addrefs,  in  whom  they  had  the  mofl  perfect  confidence, 
and  requeuing  me  to  affift  him  with  my  advice  and  coun- 
tenance in  his  bufmefs,  which  they  explained  to  me  to  be 
to  purchafe  and  equip  a  fleet  of  frigates  for  the  flate  of 
South  Carolina.     When  I  returned  to  Paris,  in   1780, 
ihe  commodore  came  often  to  vifit  me,  but  returned  to 
Holland  fome  months  before  I  made  my  journey  to  that 
country.     When  I  arrived  at  Amflerdam,  I  went  to  the 
hotel  de  Ville,  the  city  tavern,  and  there  refided  fome 
time  ;  but  finding  it  the  refort  of  all  nations  and  langua- 
ges, and  among  the  rtffc,  of  many  Engliihmen,  I  wrote  to 
commodore  Gillon,  who  knew  the  city,  to  procure  me 
convenient  apartments  in  fome  refpeciable  private  houfe, 
where  I  might  be  more  removed  from  the  obfert'ation  of 
fpies.     Gillon  confultcd  his  friends,  and  particularly  bur- 
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goraafter  Hooft,  the  mod  refpedlable  friend  of  America 
in  the  city,  who  advifed  him  to  the  houfe  of  Madame 
Schorn,  a  relation  of  the  burgomafter,  reprefented  as  a 
worthy  but  unfortunate  woman,  of  fixty  or  feventy  years 
of  age.  Gillon  was  pleafed  with  this,  becaufe  the  houfe 
was  next  door  to  his  own  lodgings,  and  he  wifhed  to  have 
me  near  him  as  much  as  I  wifhed  to  have  him  near  me, 
that  I  might  avail  myfelf  of  his  fociety,  which  was  very 
agreeable,  and  efpeciallyof  his  knowledge  of  the  language, 
the  people,  the  city,  and  the  country.  I  found  my  apart- 
ments decent  and  convenient  for  my  little  family,  which 
confilted  of  myfelf,  my  two  little  fons,  and  a  fmgle  fer- 
vant.  My  accommodations  were  very  good,  my  table 
well  ferved,  and  we  were  treated  by  all  the  family  with 
great  refpeft  and  attention.  I  was  vlfited  there  by  bur- 
gomafter Hooft,  Mr.  Van  Berckel,  Mr.  Vifher,  another 
penfionary,  the  Meflfrs.  Crommelines,  the  Van  Stapherts, 
Mr.  De  Neufville,  Mr.  Bicker,  Mr.  Hodgfhon,  and  many 
nthe.rs  of  the  wealthieft  and  moft  refpeftable  people  of  the 
place.  I  underllood  the  lady  to  be  a  widow,  and  it  was 
a  long  time  before  I  learned  that  (he  had  a  h-ufband,  who 
had  been  a  merchant  in  good  bufmefs  and  credit,  but  had 
failed,  and  became  intemperate.  He  had,  however,  fome 
employment  which  kept  him  from  home,  except  in  the 
night,  fo  that  I  never  faw  him.  He  fell  fick,  was  brought 
home,  and  died  in  a  few  days,  and  was  buried,  without 
my  ever  feeing  him.  It  was  but  a  very  little  time  before 
I  left  thefe  lodgings  that  I  ever  heard  a  lifp  of  any  objec- 
tion to  them.  Then  I  was  told  that  there  wfe  fome  re- 
marks among  the  Dutch,  and  fome  whifperings  among 
the  Americans  in  town,  that  Mr.  Adams  was  in  too  ob- 
fcure  lodgings.  As  I  had  reafon  to  believe  that  this  no- 
tion had  been  put  into  circulation  by  the  Englifh  fpies,  I 
cared  not  for  their  nonfenfical  tittle  tattle,  and  would  not 
quit  my  quarters  till  fome  time  afterwards,  I  removed  to 
Leydcn  for  the  fake  of  the  education  of  my  children. 

2.  For  the  fake  of  explaining  the  character  of  Mr. 
Genet.  This  gentleman  was  premier  connnis  in  the  of- 
iice  of  interpreters,  under  the  count  ds  Vergennes,  or  in 
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Englifli  phrafe,  an  under  fecretary  of  (late  in  the  office  of 
foreign  affairs.  He  fpoke  the  EngUfh  language  with 
great  propriety  and  facility  ;  was  a  man  of  letters,  and 
an  excellent  writer  ;  a  zealous  advocate  for  America, 
and  very  friendly  to  all  Americans.  He  conduced  the 
Mercure  de  France,  in  which  he  publifhed  many  little 
fpeculations  for  me  ;  and  indeed  himfelf  and  his  whole 
family  were  always  very  civil  and  friendly  to  me.  He 
was  the  father  to  Mr.  Genet,  the  miniller  plenipotentiary 
from  the  French  republic  to  the  United  States,  who  has 
been  fo  much  celebrated  in  this  cpuntry,  has  married 
into  one  of  our  moft  illuftrious  families,  and  Hill  refides 
here. 

January  18,  1781,  wrote  to  Dr.  Franklin.  "  I  am 
much  obliged  to  you  for  the  news  ;  but  as  I  think  with 
you,  there  are  circumftances  in  it  which  are  very  fufpi- 
cious,  I  Ihall  not  dare  to  make  ufe  of  it.  There  is,  how- 
ever, authentic  intelligence  which  is  very  comfortable. 
I  take  the  handbill,  &c.  to  be  fheer  fabrication,  for  the 
purpofe  of  frightening  Clinton,  Cornwallis  and  Lellie.  I 
am  forry  that  our  countrymen  imitate  their  enemies  in 
this  dirty  trick  of  lying.  It  is  ever  confidered  as  a  proof 
of  weakneis,  and  never  anfwers  a  good  end.  In  this  in- 
fiance  indeed,  it  might  do  good,  if  it  fhould  give  a  hint; 
to  our  allies  to  adopt  fuch  a  meafure. 

The  ftates  general  refolved,  laft  Friday,  to  grant  letters 
of  marque,  and  yefterday  they  were  given  out.  The 
manifello  waits  for  the  courier  from  Peterfburg.  The 
Dutch  look  up  to  Ruffia,  or  rather  to  the  neutral  union, 
more  than  they  ought  ;  for  though  I  hope  thev  will  be 
fupported  by  the  maritime  powers,  yet  they  are  able,  and 
I  wifh  they  were  willing  to  depend  more  upon  thenifelves. 
When  fliall  v/e  fee  the  unravelling  of  this  great  plot  ?  It 
will  be  a  fpedacle  indeed,  if  nine  or  ten  nations  fhould  be- 
at war  at  once,  v/ith  one.  At  prefent  I  do  not  fee  hov/ ir 
can  be  avoided.  The  Englifli  have  been  fo  decided,  aj 
ufual,  and  have  committed  the  dicrnitv  of  the  crown,  and 
the  pride  of  the  nation,  fo  far,  that  I  do  net  fee  how  tliey 
can  rcfdnd:  an-,;  the  neutral  confederacy  are  on  the  other 
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hand  fo  far  pledged,  that  there  is  no  retreat.  If  the  pow- 
er of  Great  Britain  can  rife  fuperior  to  all  this,  her  pre- 
tended omnipotence  will  no  longer  be  thought  an  hyper- 
bole." 

January  i8,  1781,  wrote  to  Mr.  Arnold  Henry  Dohr- 
man,  at  Lilbon.  "  I  have  the  honor  to  tranfmit  you  a 
Tetter  from  the  honorable  the  committee  of  congrefs  for 
foreign  affairs,  with  a  refolution  of  congrefs  of  the  2ifl:  of 
June  lail,  appointing  you  agent  for  the  United  States  of 
America,,  in  the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  for  the  tranfac- 
lion  of  fuch  affairs  of  the  United  States  as  may  be  com- 
mitted to  your  direction.  As,  by  the  misfortunes  of  Mr. 
Laurens,  I  am  at  prefent  fixed  in  tliis  place,  I  (hall  be  par- 
ti'cularly  happy  in  your  correfpondence.** 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

S^tincyy  September  16,  1809. 


LETTER  XLIV. 

JANUARY  18,  1 78 1,  wrote  to  Mr.  Mazzei,  at  Flor- 
ence. "  Yefterday  I  received  your's,  of  the  19th  of  Oc- 
tober. Some  time  fmce,  I  received  the  other,  of  the  1 9th 
of  Auguft  :  both  went  to  Paris,  and  I  being  here,  Mr. 
Dana  and  Mr.  Thaxter  forwarded  their  enclofures  to 
America,  according  to  my  defire,  but  I  am  not  able  to 
fay  in  what  veirel.  In  confequence  of  Mr.  Laurens'  ca- 
lamity, I  am  ordered  to  refide  in  Holland  for  the  prefent, 
and  fhould  be  glad  to  be  informed  by  you,  whether  it  is 
probable  that  any  money  might  be  borrowed  in  Italy  for 
the  United  States,  by  the  authority  of  congrefs.  Your 
letter  to  governor  Jefferfon,  I  fent  with  my  difpatches  in 
the  time  of  it,  but  I  am  not  able  to  fay  by  what  veffel. 
The  Englifii  are  in  a  fair  way  to  have  enemies  enough. 
They  do  not  love  their  enemies  like  good  chriftians  :  but 
they  love  to  have  enemies,  and  I  think  their  p;:iflion  will 
be  abundantly  gratified.  The  Dutch  are  already  added 
to  the  French,  Spaniards  and  Americans  \  and  it  is  likely 
thcit  the  RufTian^J,  Swedes  and  Danes,  will  foon  increafe 
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tile  lift.  Will  the  Englifli  make  a  great  figure  in  the 
conteft  f" 

Amflerdam,  January  18,  1781,  wrote  to  congrefs. 
"  At  length,  one  act  has  appeared  which  looks  like  war. 
The  following  placard  was  refolved  on,  the  1 2th  of  the 
month. 

The  ftcites  general  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  low 
countries,  to  all  thofe  who  fliall  fee,  or  hear  read,  tliefe 
prefents,  greeting.  Know  ye,  that  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  having  thought  proper,  v/ithout  any  lawful  caufe, 
to  attack  in  an  holUle  manner  this  republic  ;  and  as  we 
are  obliged  to  negled  nothing  which  can  ferve  for  our 
defence,  and  to  ufe  at  the  fame  time  the  right,  the  exam- 
ple of  which,  the  condu6t  of  the  faid  crown  has  com- 
menced by  fetting  us,  and  to  aft  againfl  it  in  the  fame 
manner  as  they  aft  againfl  us,  and  confequsntly  to  do  to 
the  faid  king,  and  to  his  fubjefts,  all  the  prejudice  which 
/hall  be  in  our  power  :  for  thefe  caufes,  and  for  the  pro- 
teftion  of  the  commerce  and  of  the  navigation  of  this  coun- 
try, we  have  thought  fit  to  eftablifh  and  to  permit  to  all  the 
fubjefts  of  this  (late,  who  (hall  take  or  deftroy,  any  Eng- 
iifh  veiTels  of  war  or  privateers,  the  following  rewards. 

Article  i.  All  thofe  who  (hall  fit  out  a  privateer,  and 
fhall  have  obtained  ot  his  highnefs  the  prince  of  Orange 
and  NafFau,  in  quality  of  admiral  general  of  thefe  coun- 
tries, fuitable  commifRons,  after  having  given  before  hand, 
the  requifite  fecurities,  fhall  not  be  held  to  furnifn  the 
third  man  of  their  crew,  as  it  is  ordained  by  the  placards 
of  their  high  mightinelfes,  of  the  26th  of  June,  1780; 
excepting  thofe  who  will  load  with  merchandizes,  and 
take  at  the  fame  time  the  faid  letters  of  marque.  Thofe 
who  fhall  have  taken  and  condufted  into  one  of  the  ports 
or  roads,  witbm  the  jurifdiftion  of  one  of  the  colleges  of 
admiralty  of  this  country,  a  veffel  of  war  or  privateer  of 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  fhall  draw  moreover  a  bounty 
of  150  florins  for  each  man  who  fliall  be  found  at  the 
commencement  of  the  combat,  on  board  of  the  faid  velfel 
of  war  or  privateer  -,  as  alfo  a  like  fum  for  each  pound  of 
ball,  which  the  artillery  which  fhall  be  found  on  board 
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the  laid  veflel,  at  the  time  aforefaid,  can  difcharge  at  one 
time,  not  including  the  fwivels  or  the  balls  of  the  new 
artillery,  called  carronades,  valued  only  at  one  quarter  of 
their  weight.  In  fuch  fort,  that  if  one  of  our  privateers 
ihall  make  herfelf  mafter  of  an  Englifh  veflel  of  war  or 
privateer,  mounted,  for  example,  with  forty  pieces  of  can- 
non, carrying  altogether  350  pounds  weight  of  ball,  that 
is  to  fay,  forty  carronades  and  1 400  balls  of  eight  pounds, 
and  the  crew  of  which  (hall  be  220  men,  fhall  receive  for 
bounty  or  reward,  by  calculating  each  man  and  each 
pound  of  ball,  upon  the  footing  of  150  florins,  the  fum 
of  85,800  florins,  and  thus  more  or  lefs  in  proportion  to 
the  crew  and  the  calibre  of  the  cannon  which  ftiall  be 
found  at  the  time  of  the  combat,  upon  the  Englifii  fliip, 
befides  the  booty  and  the  prize,  and  all  the  eftefts  which 
Ihall  be  found  on  board,  without  any  other  deduction  to 
be  made  from  it,  than  the  tenth  for  the  admiral. 

2.  The  laid  recompences  afligned  for  prizes,  fliall  alfo 
take  place  in  cafe  the  Englifli  veflTel  of  war  or  privateer 
fliall  be  totally  deftroyed  :  whether  our  armed  veflel  fliall 
have  funk  her,  or  burnt  her,  or  fliipwrecked  her,  or  whe- 
ther the  faid  veflel  fliall  have  perifhed  in  any  other  man- 
ner, after  having  been  taken.  Provided,  neverthelefs^ 
thas  this  recompence  is  not  to  be  claimed  in  the  whole, 
ut  leafl:,  if  the  crew  of  the  veflTel  deftroyed  has  not  been 
taken  or  killed.  And  if  it  fliould  happen  that  they  have 
only  driven  the  enemy's  veffel  on  fliore,  fo  that  the  veflel 
has  periflied,  but  the  crew  has  faved  itfelf,  our  letters  of 
marque  fliall  not  enjoy,  in  this  cafe,  but  one  half  of  the 
bounty  or  reward  promifed  ;  fo  that  in  the  cafe  lafl:  men- 
tioned, they  fliall  receive  only  48,900  florins,  inftead  of 
85,800. 

3.  Provided  neverthelefs,,  that  neither  the  prize  nor 
the  bounty,  fliall  ever  be  adjudged  to  any  of  our  letters 
of  marque,  until  after  the  affair  fliall  have  been  carried 
before  one  of  the  colleges  of  the  admiralty  of  this  coun- 
try, and  the  fentence  fliall  have  been  there  pronounced 
in  her  favor. 
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4.  The  faid  colleges  of  the  admiralty  may  not  adjudge 
thefe  rewards  until  after  the  captain,  lieutenant,  and  pilot 
of  the  privateer,  as  well  as  thole  who  Ihall  have  freighted 
her,  their  book-keepers,  and  others  authorifed,  Ihall  have 
declared  by  a  folemn  oath,  that  the  veflel  of  war  or  pri- 
vateer of  which  they  have  made  themfelves  mafters,  has 
been  duly  taken,  without  any  collufion,  direclly  or  indi- 
reftly,  with  the  Englifh,  or  with  any  other  known  to 
them.  In  cafe  the  freighters  who  claim  the  adjudication 
of  prizes  and  bounties,  are  out  of  the  country,  abfent, 
or  hindered  by  fome  other  obftacle,  it  fhall  fuffice  that 
the  book-keeper,  or  fome  other  authorifed,  take  tiie  oatli 
but  fo  far  as  it  is  of  his  knowledge  for  himfelf  and  his 
freighters,  conformably  to  the  fpecial  procuration  which 
he  fhall  have  for  this  effedt.  The  freighters,  neverthelefs, 
fhall  be  obliged  to  take  an  oath  before  hand,  before  the 
magiftrate  of  their  refidence,  or  before  other  perfons 
competent,  whofe  teftimonies  they  fhall  fend. 

5,  And  for  the  better  encouragement  of  the  faid  fhips 
which  fhall  fiave  armed  as  privateers,  we  ordain  that  thofe 
who  fhall  have  been  wounded  in  a  combat  with  an  Eng- 
lifh, fhall  be  maintained  at  theexpenfe  of  theftate,  with- 
out its  coQ:ing  any  thing  to  the  proprietors  of  the  priva- 
teer, or  thofe  who  fhall  be  on  board.  We  oidain  ai fo, 
that  thofe  who  fhall  be  maimed  in  fighting  an  Englifli 
fhip,  fhall  be  gratified  on  the  part  of  the  ftate,  and  with- 
out its  cofling  any  thing  to  the  freighters,  with  the  moiety 
of  the  recompence  granted  by  the  republic  to  thofe  who 
ferve  on  board  veffels  of  war  :  they  fliall  not,  however, 
have  a  right  but  to  thofe  rewards  which  are  given  once, 
and  not  to  thofe  which  fhall  be  granted  weekly  or  month* 
ly,  or  otherwife.  As  to  v^hat  refpects  the  m.aintenance 
of  the  wounded,  the  account  of  it  fhall  be  prefented  to  the 
competent  college  of  the  admiralty,  to  be  there  examined, 
and  duly  regulated  :  fo  that  the  maimed,  to  the  end  that 
they  may  enjoy  the  moiety  of  the  recompence  propofed, 
may  procure  themfelves  an  aft  of  the  faid  college  of  the 
admiralty,  after  having  furnifhed  it  with  the  neccifary 
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6.  For  the  encouragement  of  the  {hips  of  \var,'as  well 
as  the  merchant  veffels  which  may  be  provided  with  com- 
miflions,  to  make  ufe  of  in  cafe  of  need,  to  caufe  to  the 
EngHfti  fliips  all  the  prejudice  poflible,  we  intend  that  the 
Englilh  fhip,  of  which  they  may  make  themfelves  maf- 
ters,  of  what  nature  or  denomination  foever  it  may  be, 
fhall  be  given  them  entire,  the  tenth  for  the  admiral  ex- 
cepted, without  pretending,  however,  to  any  other  recom- 
pence. 

7.  If  it  fliould  happen,  that  our  privateers,  merchant 
veflels,  or  others,  armed  for  a  cruife,  at  the  expenfe  of 
individuals  of  this  country,  fhall  retake  any  veflels  or  ef- 
fefts  belonging  to  the  fubje6ls  of  the  flate,  and  that  fuch 
re-capture  fhall  be  made  in  the  fpace  of  twice  twenty  four 
hours  after  they  fhall  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
my, they  fhall  enjoy  in  that  cafe  one  fifth  of  the  juft  value 
of  tlie  vsiTels  or  effeds  which  they  fhall  have  delivered  ; 
but  if  the  re-capture  fhall  be  made  in  the  fpace  of  ffour 
times  twenty  four  hours  after  the  veffel  fhall  have  been 
in  the  hands  of  the  Englifh,  they  fhall  then  have  one  third 
of  laid  value  ;  and  if  the  re-capture  fhall  be  made  after 
four  times  twenty  four  hours,  they  fliall  have  the  moiety 
of  it,  without  having  any  further  regard  to  the  r^reater  or 
lelTer  time,  that  the  faid  veflels  or  effects  retaken,  fiiall 
have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Englifli,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  four  times  twenty  four  hours. 

8.  The  adjudication  of  any  one  of  the  faid  recompen- 
ces,  as  well  as  the  a£ls  of  the  refpedive  colleges  of  the 
admiralty,  in  favor  of  the  maimed  or  wounded,  being 
fhewn  to  the  receiver  general  of  the  duties  of  entry  and 
clearance,  to  receive  the  appointed  recompence,  the  pay- 
ment of  it  fhall  be  promptly  made  by  the  faid  receiver 
general  at  the  Hague,  or  in  the  place  of  the  college  ot 
admiralty  in  which  the  fentence  or  the  taxation  fhall  have 
been  pronounced,  as  it  fhall  be  mofl  convenient  for  the 
faid  receiver  general. 

9.  Which  receiver  general  fliall  be  provided  with  fut- 
ficicnt  fums  of  money  to  fatisfy  the  faid  payments,  and 
he  fliLiU  always  take  care,  that  after  having  paid  fome 
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bounties,  he  has  always  wherewith  to  fatisfy,  promptly, 
thofe  which  may  be  demanded  of  him  in  the  fequel ; 
either  by  the  fecond  moiety  of  the  duties  of  Laft  and 
Veilgeld,  or  by  negociating  fuccelTively  the  fums  which 
he  fhall  have  occafion  for  as  a  fupply. 

10.  In  all  cafe*,  the  privateer  who  (liall  have  taken  or 
deftroyed  any  Englifh  veflel,  ought  to  take  care  to  give, 
without  delay,  and  as  foon  as  he  arrives,  notice  to  the 
faid  receiver  general  of  the  value  of  the  bounties  which 
he  has  a  right  to  claim  ;  to  the  end  that  the  faid  receiver 
general  may  be  in  a  condition  to  make  prompt  payment. 

11.  And  in  all  the  refpedive  colleges  of  admiralty 
where  the  cafe  Ihall  be  brought,  they  fliall  take  care  to 
render  prompt  fentences  ;  even  by  poftponing  lo  othei 
times,  the  affairs  that  may  be  before  them. 

12.  And  in  cafe  an  appeal  or  revifion  Ihould  be  de- 
manded, and  by  this  means  the  fentences  of  the  faid  col- 
leges fhall  be  annulled  ;  we  have  dehred,  that  in  this  cafe, 
the  recompences  afTigned  by  the  fentences  of  the  admiralty 
Ihould  be  delivered  to  the  faid  privateers  ;  fo  that  the 
demand  of  revifion  may  not  fufpend  or  hinder  the  pay- 
ment ;  we  mean,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  fureties  whicli 
the  fhips  going  to  cruife  ought  to  furniih,  fliall  be  obliged 
m  that  cafe  to  augment  the  furety,  and  to  promife  a  prompt 
reftitution  of  what  fhall  have  been  paid  to  the  faid  priva- 
teers, in  confequence  of  fentences  of  the  admiralty,  in  cafe 
that  thofe  fentences  fliall  be  reverfed  in  the  revifion,  and 
the  privateers  denied  their  demand.     And  to  be  the  more 
lure  that  the  fums  delivered  in  fuch  cafes,  be  reftored, 
we  have  declared,  and  do  declare  by  thefe  prefents,  that 
the  veffels^  and  all  that  belongs  to  them,  with  w^hich  the 
prizes  fliall  have  been  made,  iliall  be  held  juildically  to 
make  reflitution  of  the  bounties  received  ;  and  that  the 
faid  juridical  obligation  fliall  commence  from  the  day 
that  the  faid  privateers  fliall  have  received  their  commii- 
fions,  and  fliall  go  upon  a  cruif;:. 

13.  And  this  placard  fliall  have  its  effeft  from  the  day 
^  of  this  publication,  and  that  nobody  may  pretend  igno- 
rance, we  requell  and  demand  the  lords,  the  fhres,  the 
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ftadtholJer,  tlie  counfellors,  committees,  and  the  deputies 
of  the  Hates  of  the  refpe£tive  provinces  of  Guilderland, 
and  the  earldom  of  Zutphen,  of  Holland  and  Weft  Frief- 
land,  of  Zealand,  of  Utrecht,  of  Friefland,  of  Overy- 
fell,  and  of  Groninghen,  and  Ommelandes,  and  all  other 
members  and  officers  of  juftice,  that  they  announce,  pub- 
lifh,  and  pofl;  up  this  ordinance  immediately,  in  all  the 
places  of  this  country  where  it  is  cuftomary  to  make  fuch 
annunciations,  publications  and  poftings  :  We  charge 
and  enjoin,  moreover,  the  counfellors  of  the  admiralty, 
the  advocates  ot  the  treafury,  fecretaries  general  of  con- 
voys and  licences,  receivers,  mafters  of  convoys,  con- 
troulers  and  fearchers,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  receiver 
general  of  the  augmentation  of  the  duty  of  Laft  and  Veil- 
geld,  and  all  others  to  whom  it  belongs,  to  govern  them- 
felves  exaftly  according  to  the  tenor  of  thefe  prefents. 

Their  high  mightineifes  have  alfo  publifhed  the  follow- 
ing. 

The  ftates  general  of  the  United  Provinces  to  all  thofe 
who  fhall  fee,  or  hear  read,  thefe  prefents,  greeting.  We 
make  known,  that  to  the  end  to  encourage  the  loyal  in- 
habitants of  this  ftate,  we  have  thought  proper,  by  the 
prefent  publication,  to  notify  to  all  and  every  one,  and  to 
affure  them,  that  all  thofe  who  employed  in  the  fervice  of 
the  republic,  in  the  war  at  fea,  may  be  maimed  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  become  incapable  of  gaining  their  liveli- 
hood by  labor,  and  fhall  defire  to  be  affifted  by  a  fum  of 
money  payable  once  for  all,  fhall  receive  in  proportion 
to  the  importance  of  their  wounds,  that  which  follows  : 

1.  For  the  lofs  of  two  eyes  1500  florins  ;  for  the  lofs 
of  one  eye  350  florins.  As  to  other  accidents  which  may 
happen  under  the  cafe  mentioned,  gratifications  fhall  be 
given  according  to  the  good  plcafure  of  the  refpedtive 
colleges  of  the  admiralty. 

2.  For  the  lofs  of  two  arms  1500  florins ;  for  the  lofs 
of  the  right  arm  450  florins  ;  for  that  of  the  left  arm  350 
florins.  And  for  other  accidents  and  wounds  in  thefe 
members,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  colleges  of  the  admiral- 
ty; upon  which  each  one  depends. 
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3.  For  the  lofs  of  two  hands  1 200  florins  ;  for  the  I'ofs 
of  a  right  hand  350  florins  ;  for  that  of  the  left  hand 
300  florins.  As  to  leflTer  accidents,  vakiable  at  fums  lefs 
confiderable,  at  the  difcretion  aforementioned. 

4.  For  the  lofs  of  two  legs  700  florins  j  for  the  lofs 
of  one  leg  350.  For  accidents  lefs  ferious,  the  gratifica- 
tion fliall  be  fixed  by  the  colleges  of  the  admiralty. 

5.  For  the  lofs  of  two  feet  450  florins ;  for  that  of  one 
foot  200  florins,  and  for  fmaller  wounds  at  the  difcretion 
of  the  refpedtive  colleges. 

Moreover,  all  thofe  who  in  the  fervice  of  the  republic 
fhall  be  maimed  to  lUch  a  degree  as  to  be  no  longer  able 
to  gain  a  living  by  labor,  nor  to  provide  in  any  manner 
for  their  fubfiftence,  fliall  receive  during  their  lives,  one 
ducat  on  a  week,  and  all  other  wounds  or  mutilations  lefs 
confiderable  fliall  be  paid  in  proportion. 

Amfl:erdam,  January  21,  178 1,  wrote  to  Mr.  Luzac. 
**  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  1 9th,  and  am  much 
obliged  to  you  for  your  frank  and  candid  account  of  the 
paragraphs  mentioned. 

I  could  not  wifli  to  diminifli  the  utmofl:  freedom  of 
fpeculation  on  American  affairs,  and  cjfpecially  of  your 
obfervations  and  refledions  which  are  generally  made 
with  a  great  deal  of  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft,  and  upon 
honefl:  and  amiable  principles.  But  in  this  cafe  I  hope 
your  conjeftures  will  prove  to  be  miftaken.  Georgia  is 
fo  connected  with  South  Carolina  that  it  is  impoflible  ever 
to  give  it  up  :  and  Vermont  is  fo  fituated  that  the  fouth- 
ern  fliates  will  with  difficulty  agree  that  it  fliould  be  dif- 
tin6t,  on  account  of  the  balance  of  votes.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  the  fecret  wifti  of  the  New-England  fl:ates  that 
Vermont  fliould  be  diftincl.  I  rather  think  otherwife. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  better  both  for  Vermont  and  all  the 
ftates,  if  the  inhabitants  of  it  would  confent  to  be  divided 
between  New- York,  Ncw-Hampfliire,  and  Maflachufetts, 
or  come  altogether  under  any  one  of  them.  How,  I  do 
not  mean  to  enter  into  a  diicuffion  of  the  quedion,  for 
which  I  might  perhaps  be  juflilv  cenfured.     I  am  glad  to 
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find  thiit  thoie  ideas  were  not  held  up  to  the  public,  by 
any  one,  who  meant  to  do  mifchief,  or  to  carry  any  point." 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

J^incy,  September  19,  1809. 


LETTER  XLV. 

ALL  the  gentlemen  in  Holland  who  were  the  moft 
iriendly  to  the  American  caufe,  were  excefTively  prone 
to  have  their  fpirits  caft  down  into  deep  defpondency,  and 
ablblute  defpair  of  our  final  fuccefs  by  any  fudden  news 
of  unfortunate  events  :  In  one  of  thefe  difpofitions,  the 
baron  >'ander  Capellen  wrote  me  a  letter  full  of  thefe 
caufes  of  his  own  and  others'  anxiety,  to  which  1  wrote 
him  the  following  hafty  anfwer. 

Amfterdam,  January  21,  178 1,  wrote  to  the  baron 
Vander  Capellen  de  Poll.  "  I  have  not  been  able  to  find 
an  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  efteem- 
ed  favor  with  which  you  honored  me,  on  the  24th  o{ 
December,  till  now. 

I  think  it  is  very  probable  that  the  feveral  caufes  you 
have  enunierated  co-operate  to  leflen  the  credit  of  the 
United  States  ;  but  I  think,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  is 
becHufe  the  fa^ts  are  mifreprefented  and  exaggerated  by 
the  friends  of  England.  Let  us  confider  them  for  a  few 
moments,  one  by  one. 

"  The  invafion  of  Georgia  and  of  South  Carolina'*  is 
the  firfl.  But  why  fliould  the  invafion  of  thefe  two  flates 
affeft  the  credit  of  the  thirteen  dates,  more  than  the  in- 
vafion of  any  two  others  ?  Maffachufetts  and  Rhode 
Hand  have  been  invaded  by  armies  much  more  formida- 
ble. New- York,  Conne6licut,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  have  all  been  invaded 
before  :  but  what  has  been  the  confequence  ?  Not  con- 
qucfl:  ;  nor  fubmiffion.  On  the  contrary,  all  thefe  flates 
have  not  only  learned  tJ/e  art  of  war,  and  the  habits  of 
fubniiirion  to  military  difcipline,  but  have  got  themfelves 
well  armed,  nay,  doathcd  and  fnrnifhed  with  a  great  deal 
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of  hard  money,  by  thefe  very  invafions.  And  what  is 
more  than  all  the  reft,  they  have  got  over  the  fears  and 
terrors  that  are  always  excited  by  a  firft  invafion,  and  are 
a  worfe  enemy  than  the  Englifh.  And,  moreover,  they 
have  had  fuch  experience  of  the  tyranny  and  cruelty  of 
the  enemy  as  has  made  them  more  refolute  than  ever, 
againft  the  Englifti  government.  Now  why  fhould  not 
the  invafion  of  Georgia  and  Carolina  have  the  fame  ef- 
fects ?  It  is  very  certain,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Americans 
themfelves,  that  it  will.  Befides,  the  unexampled  cruehy 
of  Cornwallis  has  been  enough  to  revolt,  even  Negroes. 
It  has  been  fuch  as  v/ill  make  the  Englifh,  objects  of 
greater  horror  there,  than  in  any  other  of  the  ft ates. 

*'  The  capture  of  Charlefton*'  is  the  fecond.  But  why 
fhould  the  capture  of  Charlefton  have  a  greater  eifed  than 
that  of  Bofton  or  Philadelphia  ?  The  latter  of  which 
was  of  vaftly  more  importance  to  the  common  caufe  than 
Charlefton. 

"  The  lofs  of  the  continental  frigates."  But  why  were 
thefe  four  or  five  frigates  of  io  much  more  importance 
than  ieveral  times  that  number  that  we  had  loft  before. 
We  loft  feveral  frigates  with  Philadelphia,  and  fhipping 
to  a  much  greater  value  than  at  Charlefton.  We  loff 
frigates  with  New-York  :  but  above  all,  we  loft  at  Penob- 
fcot  armed  veffels  to  five  times  a  greater  amount  than  at 
Charlefton.  Yet  all  thofe  loffes  have  been  fuddenly  re- 
paired; infomuch  that  our  armed  veffels,  in  the  courie  of 
the  laft  fummer,  have  taken  more  prizes  than  they  ever 
did  before  by  half.  They  did  more  damage  to  the  Eng- 
lifh than  the  whole  maritime  power  of  France  and  Spain 
have  done  from  the  beginning  of  the  war.  We  can  af- 
ford to  lofe  a  great  many  frigates,  becaufe  they  coft  us 
nothing.  I  am  affured,  that,  by  an  accurate  calculation 
from  the  public  accounts,  the  prizes  taken  by  the  conti- 
nental navy  have  amounted  to  a  large  fum  more  than  the 
whole  amount  expended  in  building,  equipping,  manning, 
victualling  and  paying  the  (hips  and  men,  from  the  begin' 
ning  of  the  war. 
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"  The  defeat  of  Gates."  But  why  fhould  this  defeat 
difcourage  America,  or  weaken  her  credit  in  Europe, 
more  than  the  defeat  on  Long  Ifland  ?  The  lofs  of  Fort 
Wafhington  ?  The  defeat  at  Brandywine  ?  At  German- 
town  ?  The  lofs  of  Canada  ?  I'iconderoga,  &c.  ?  much 
greater  defeats  and  more  deplorable  lofles  ? 

"  The  inaftion  of  the  combined  fleets  of  De  Guichen 
and  Solano."  But  if  we  confider  that  the  Spaniards  got 
their  fleet  and  army  and  artillery  fafe  to  America,  to  put 
their  dominions  there  in  a  ftate  of  fafety  ;  that  the  French 
have  convoyed  home,  in  fafety,  their  merchant  fleets  ; 
that  De  Guichen  fought  Rodney  twice  or  three  times,  on 
equal  terms,  and  the  Englifh  gained  no  advantage  ;  that 
the  French  fleet  is  now  at  Breft,  under  D*Eftaing,  to  keep 
the  Englifli  in  awe  ;  perhaps  it  is  better  for  the  common 
caufe  than  if  they  had  put  more  to  hazard. 

"  The  decided  fuperiority  of  the  Englifli  in  the  iflands.** 
But  if  we  confider  the  French  and  Spanifli  ihips  that  are 
fliill  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  difabled  condition  of  the 
Englifli  fleet,  their  want  of  men,  and  efpecially  the  weak- 
nels  of  their  garrifons  in  their  iflands,  and  the  flirength  of 
the  French  and  Spanifli  garrifons,  we  are  fure  that  the 
Englifh  are  not  in  a  condition  to  attempt  any  thing  againft 
them. 

"  The  fuperiority  of  the  Englifh  at  New-York" — is 
but  juft  fufiicient  to  prevent  their  enemies  from  defl:roying 
them. 

"  The  defection  of  Arnold,'*  will  be  confidered  by  every 
man  who  contemplates  all  the  circumfl:ances  that  attend- 
ed it,  as  a  proof  of  the  weaknefs  of  the  Englifli,  and  the 
decifive  ftrength  and  confidence  of  the  Americans. — 
When  we  confider  the  crimes  he  had  committed,  and  the 
unpopularity  into  which  he  had  juftly  fallen  :  When  we 
confider  that  an  officer  of  his  high  rank,  long  fervices, 
and  brilliant  reputation,  was  not  able  to  carry  over  with 
him  a  fingle  officer  or  foldier,  nor  even  his  own  valet, 
nor  his  wife,  nor  his  child  :  When  we  confider  the  uni- 
verfal  execration  in  which  his  treafon  was  held  by  the 
whole  army,  aild  the  whole  continent  :  When  we  coij- 
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fider  the  firmnefs  and  dignity  with  which  Andre  was 
piiniflied,  we  mufl  conclude  that  the  American  army  and 
people  (land  ftrong  ;  as  ftrong  againfl  the  arts  and  bribes 
as  the  arms  and  valor  of  their  enemies. 

"  The  difcontent  of  the  army."  There  never  was  an 
army  without  anxiety  and  a  conitant  agitation  of  hopes 
and  fears.  When  the  officers  think  their  pay  is  not 
enough,  what  can  they  do  but  reprefent  it  to  the  govern- 
ment for  redrefs  ?  This  has  certainly  been  done.  But 
what  are  the  difconlents  in  the  Britifh  army  and  navy  ? 
Much  greater,  I  aflfure  you,  than  in  the  American  fervice. 

"  The  jealoufy  between  the  army  and  the  body  politic,** 
is  not  to  be  dreaded.  It  only  lliews  that  the  fpirit  of  lib- 
erty is  ftill  alive  and  adlive  in  the  people.  The  baron 
Vander  Capellen,  I  am  fure,  will  applaud  the  people  for 
keeping  a  watchful  eye  over  the  army,  to  fee  that  it  may 
not  ravifh  from  them  that  liberty  for  which  all  have  been 
contending. 

"  Mr.  Necker"  feems  to  (land  upon  firm  ground  ; 
and  "  the  changes  in  the  French  minillry"  probably  have 
been  for  the  better.  But  it  is  fcarcely  pofTible  to  believe 
that  any  change  in  the  French  miniftry  fliould  do  any 
confiderable  injury  to  the  common  caufe.  The  changes 
already  made  were  becaufe enough  was  not  done.  The 
importance  of  France,  nay,  her  exiftence  as  a  maritime 
and  commercial  power,  are  fo  much  at  flake  in  this  bufi- 
nefs,  that  it  is  impofTible  fhe  fhould  forfake  the  caufe. 

"  The  depreciation  of  the  paper  money"  is  the  mofl 
difficult  to  be  anfwered,  becaufe  it  is  the  mofh  difficult  to 
explain  to  a  gentleman  who  has  not  been  in  the  country 
and  feen  its  operation.  Th's  depreciation  has  been  a  real 
advantage,  becaufe  it  is  a  tax  upon  the  people  paid  as  it 
advances,  and  therefoic:  prevents  the  public  from  being 
found  in  debt.  It  is  true,  it  is  an  unequal  tax,  and  there- 
fore caufes  v/hat  your  friend  governor  Livingfton  juflly 
calls  "  perplexity"  j  but  by  no  means  weakens  or  difa- 
bles  the  people  from  carrying  on  the  war.  The  body  ot 
the  people  lofe  nothing  by  it.  The  merchant,  the  far- 
mer, the  tradefman,  the  laborer,  lofes  nothing  by  it.  They 
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are  the  monled  men,  the  capitalifls,  thofe  who  have  money 
at  intereft,  thofe  who  live  upon  fixed  falaries,  that  is,  the 
officers  of  government,  who  lofe  by  it,  and  who  have 
borne  this  tax.  This,  you  fee,  is  an  eafe  and  relief  to 
the  people  at  large.  The  confequence  of  this  deprecia^ 
tion  has  been,  that,  while  England  has  increafed  her  na- 
tional debt  fixty  millions  by  this  war,  ours  is  not  a  tenth 
part  of  it,  not  fix  millions.  Who  then  can  hold  out 
longed  ?  This  depreciation  has  no  tendency  to  make  the 
people  fiibmit  to  Great  Britain  ;  becaufe  that  fubmiflion 
would  not  relieve,  but  increafe  the  perplexity.  For  fub- 
miflion would  not  procure  us  peace.  We  niuft  raife  men 
and  money  to  fight  France,  Spain,  Holland,  Uuffia,  Swe- 
den and  Denmark.  The  congrefs,  inflead  of  attempting 
to  redeem  the  paper  money,  by  hard  cafli,  has  ordered  it 
all  in,  at  the  depreciated  value,  and  this  meafure  is  adopt- 
ed by  the  ftates  without  any  difficulty,  which  is  the  only 
method  of  juftice  or  policy. 

Nobody  need  fear  that  the  Englifli  will  "  feize  the  mo- 
ments when  our  army  fhall  be  feeble  for  want  of  pay." 
There  have  been  feveral  momenta  when  our  army  has 
been  reduced  to  almoft  nothing,  not  from  want  of  pay, 
but  from  the  expiration  of  their  periods  of  enliflment. 
Thefe  moments  the  Englifli  feized  before  they  had  fent 
half  their  army  to  the  Weft  India  iflands.     But  what  was 
the  confequence  ?     When  our  army  was  reduced  to  a 
few  hundreds,  and  theirs  more  than  double  what  it  is  now, 
they  marched  through  the  Jerfeys.     And  what  was  the 
confequence  ?     Their  poft  at  Trenton  was  attacked  and 
taken  :  another  body  of  their  troops  were  attacked  and 
defeated  at  Princeton,  and  general  Wafliington  took  poft 
at  Morrifton,  in  their  rear,  and  they  dared  not  move  an- 
other ftep  the  whole  winter.     The  affairs  at  Trenton, 
Bennington,  and  lately  on  the  fummit  of  King's  mountain, 
prove  beyond  reply,  that  if  our  army  is  reduced  ever  fo 
low,  and  theirs  extend  themfelves  ever  fo  far,  their  ne~ 
cefl^iry  advanced  pofts  are  in  our  power  :  in  the  power 
even  of  an  handful  of  the  mih'tia.     No,  fir  !  Their  power 
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to  hurt  us  lies  more  In  keeping  hid  in  a  fortified  fea  port 
town,  than  by  marching  into  the  country. 

As  to  "  a  total  failure  of  fpecie/*  we  are  in  no  danger 
of  it.  The  Englifh  are  furnifhing  us  with  filver  and  gold 
every  day.  What  is  become  of  |Jl  the  millions  they  have 
fent  to  America,  during  this  war?  What,  of  all  the  ca(h 
that  France  fends  to  pay  and  fubfifl;  their  fleet  and  army? 
The  truth  is,  that  filver  and  gold  now  circulate  freely  in 
America,  and  there  are  larger  quantities  of  both,  than  any 
body  in  Europe  imagines. 

As  to  "  the  danger  of  the  people's  fubmitting,  from 
indigence,*'  that  danger,  if  any  fuch  there  ever  was,  is 
part,  in  1776  and  1777.  The  people  fuffered  very  much, 
and  the  army  too,  for  want  of  fait,  fugar,  rum  and  cloath- 
ing.  But  at  this  day,  their  trade  is  fo  far  extended,  they 
make  fuch  numbers  of  prizes,  and  have  introduced  and 
cftablifhed  fo  many  neceflary  manufaftures,  that  thev 
have  a  plentiful  fupply.  We  have  been  more  dilh-eifed 
for  want  of  fait  and  powder  than  any  thing  elfe.  But 
there  is  now  an  abundance  of  both,  manufadured  in  the 
country,  and  imported  too. 

As  to  "  the  ability  of  America  to  pay,"  it  depends  up- 
on a  few  words.  America  has  betv:een  three  and  four 
millions  of  people  ;  England  and  Scotland  have  between 
five  and  fix.  The  lands  in  America  produce  as  much  as 
any  other  land?.  The  exports  of  America,  in  1774,  were 
fix  millions.  The  exports  of  Great  Britain,  in  1774, 
were  twelve  millions,  including  too  a  great  part  of  the 
commodities  of  the  growth  of  America.  England  is  two 
hundred  millions  in  debt.  America  fix  millions.  Eng- 
land has  fpent  fixty  millions  in  this  war  :  America  fix. 
Which  people  then  are  the  ablefl:  to  pay  ?  Yet  England 
has  credit  :  America  not.  Is  this  from  reafoning,  or 
from  prejudice  ? 

The  numbers  of  people,  their  induftry  ;  the  quantity 
and  fertilitty  of  their  lands,  and  the  value  of  their  exports, 
are  the  beft  rules  and  the  only  rules  I  know  to  judge  of 
the  ability  of  a  people  to  pay  taxes  and  debts.  In  all 
thefc  refpecls  American  credit  will  bear  the  mcH:  rigorous 
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examination.  The  country  that  lends  them  money,  v;ill 
get  the  moft  by  it.  Their  prineipal  and  intereft  will  be 
lafe  ;  and  what  is  more  the  money  will  be  laid  out  among 
them  in  the  purchaie  of  cloatliing  and  fuppltes,  fo  that' 
the  trade  will  be  promoted  by  it. 

When  England  and  every  other  nation  of  Europe  is 
obliged  to  borrow  money  every  year  to  carry  on  war  : 
England  to  the  amount  of  her  whole  annual  exports  ;  it 
is  not  to  be  wondered,  that  America  has  occafion  to  bor- 
row, a  fum  after  fix  years  of  war,  equal  to  a  twelfth  or  a 
twenty-fourth  part  of  her  annual  exports.  With  fuch  a 
loan  we  could  carry  on  the  war  more  at  our  eafe  ;  our 
poor  foldiers  would  be  more  warm  and  comfortable  ;  but 
if  we  cannot  obtain  it,  we  fhall  not  have  it  to  pay  ;  and 
I  am  pofitiveiy  certain  we  can  carry  on  the  war  without 
a  loan  longer  than  Great  Britain  can  with  all  their  loans. 

You  may  depend  upon  it,  fir,  I  fliall  be  "  cautious," 
and  maintain  the  moft  facred  regard  to  truth  in  my  rep- 
refentations  to  congrefs.  But  I  dare  not  deceive  them 
with  falfe  hopes.  No  man  living  has  more  at  heart  than 
I  have,  a  friendly  and  lafling  connection  between  the  two 
republics.  The  religion,  the  government  and  the  com- 
merce of  the  two  countries  point  out  fuch  a  connexion. 
Old  prejudices  and  habits  of  veneration  for  Holland  in 
the  minds  of  all  Americans  who  have  ever  confidered  the 
Dutch  as  their  friends  and  allies  make  the  Americans  wifh 
for  fuch  a  connection.  For  it  fliould  be  remembered 
that  we  have  been  as  long  in  alliance  and  friendfhip  with 
this  country  as  England,  and  have  as  good  a  right  for 
any  thing  1  know  to  the  benefit  of  the  treaties  as  the 
Englifli.  And  therefore  if  the  truth  will  not  warrant  me 
in  reprefenting  to  congrefs  fo  much  zeal  and  warmth  in 
this  nation  for  a  connection  with  America  as  I  could  wifh  ; 
it  will  not  be  my  fault,  but  my  misfortune  and  my  grief. 

Jvuiuary  25,  1781,  wrote  to  Mr.  Dumas,  at  the  Hague. 
"'  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favors  of  the 
f  5th  and  24th,  the  latter  enclofmg  a  letter  to  congrefs, 
which  I  will  d.Q  myfeif  the  honor  to  enclofc  with  my  firfl 
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difpatches.     This  method  will  be  very  agreeable  to  me, 
if  you  choofe  to  continue  it. 

There  are  bruits  here  of  a  74  gun  fliip,  with  fix  home- 
ward bound  Eafl  Indiamen,  taken  from  the  Englifli,  by 
foiiie  French  men  of  war,  near  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
The  report  comes  from  Lifbon  ;  but  merits  coniirmation. 

I  do  not  yet  fee  or  hear  any  thing  of  the  'manifeflo  ; 
nor  about  another  thing,  which  gives  me  more  anxiety 
than  any  other,  I  mean  the  determination  of  the  court  of 
juftice  of  Holland,  upon  the  condu6l  of  Amflerdam.  I 
have  fixed  my  attention  on  that  court  of  juftice,  becaufe 
the  full  j unification  of  the  regency  of  Amflerdam  ought 
to  be  inferted  in  the  manifefto.  The  Britifh  mnnifefto 
cannot  be  anfwered  without  it.  The  world  will  never 
think  the  republic  in  earned,  until  this  is  done.  Keeping 
it  in  fufpenfe  is  confidered  as  a  defign  to  keep  open  a 
paflage  for  retreat.  It  is  treating  Notre  Ami  (Van  Berc- 
kel)  with  great  indignity,  and  in  fome  meafure  depriving 
the  public  of  his  counfel  and  afliftance,  at  a  time  when  it 
is  moft  wanted.  It  is  fuffering  the  fpirit  of  the  people  to 
fubfide,  and  their  paffions  to  cool,  a  matter  of  the  lafl 
importance  in  war.  "  There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of 
men,  which,  taken  at  the  ebb,  leads  on  to  fortune.'* — 
However,  the  maxims  of  government  here  are  different 
from  moil  other  countries  ;  and  the  nadon  iifelf,  and 
its  rulers,  mull  be  the  bed  judges  of  its  intereft,  duty  and 
policy. 

Some  minds  have  an  habit  of  looking  forward  and 
gueffing  what  future  events  will  be  the  confequence  of 
thofe  that  ,are  paffed  ;  and  though  we  are  very  fhort 
fighted,  we  can  fometimes  reafon  upon  fure  principle?, 
and  conje6lure  with  fome  degree  of  certainty.  Upon 
this  plan  then  what  will  be  the  conduct  of  the  neutral 
union  ?  And  what  that  of  England  r  Muff  not  the  neu- 
tral confederacy  demand  reftitution  of  all  the  Dutch  ffiips. 
upon  pain  of  war  r  And  England  muff,  unlefs  (lie  de- 
parts from  every  maxim  that  has  governed  her,  not  only 
throughout  this  reign,  but  feveral  others  before  it  ;  un- 
lefs file  departs  from  '.he  ciiaracter  of  ihe  nation  tQo,  as 
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well  as  the  maxims  of  the  court,  refufe  to  reftore  the 
Dutch  fliips.  The  confequence,  to  all  appearance,  mud 
be  Rullia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Holland,  France,  Spain 
and  America,  all  at  war  againft  England  at  once.  A 
rare  and  curious  phenomenon  to  be  fure  !  But  what  will 
be  the  effed:  of  this  ?  Peace  ?  By  no  means.  The  neu- 
tral confederacy  moving  flowly,  and  unufed  to  war  at  fea, 
will  depend  upon  England's  giving  up,  and  will  not  ex- 
ert themfclves.  England,  whofe  navy  has  Hved  among 
flying  balls  for  fome  time,  will  be  alert  and  active,  and  do 
a  great  deal  of  mifchief  before  her  enemies  are  properly 
aroufed.  I  think,  in  the  end,  they  will  be  aroufed,  and 
the  confequence  of  it  will  be  that  England  will  run  a 
chance  so  be  ruined,  and  undergo  a  terrible  convulfion. 
Say,  are  thefe  reveries  wholly  chimerical  ? 

You  are  fenfible  that  our  country,  America,  has  two 
objeds  in  view  ;  one  is  a  treaty  of  commerce,  at  lead 
with  this  republic  ;  the  other  is  a  loan  of  money.  You 
will  be  fo  good  as  to  keep  thefe  points  always  in  fight, 
and  inform  me  if  you  difcover  any  difpofition  towards 
both,  or  either,  in  perfons  capable  of  effeding  them,  or 
putting  things  in  a  train  for  that  purpofe.  The  court  is 
I'uppofed  to  be  decided  againft  America.  But  is  that 
certain  ?  It  has  had  an  inclination  towards  England, 
but  having  got  over  that,  why  fhould  it  be  againft  Amer- 
ica ?  I  am  perfuaded  that  nothing  can  be  done  without 
the  court. 

Do  you  think  it  would  be  prudent  in  me  to  endeavor 
to  get  introduced  to  one  or  more  perfons  in  power  ;  the 
Grand  Penfionary  of  Holland  ;  or  any  of  the  members 
of  the  States  General  ?  in  order  to  have  fome  converfa- 
tion  upon  American  affairs  r  Do  you  fuppofe  I  fhould 
fucceed,  if  I  were  to  attempt  to  obtain  fuch  a  conference  ? 
If  it  is  the  intereft  of  the  two  repubhcs  to  connect  them- 
fclves together,  as  you  and  I  believe  it  to  be,  it  would  not 
be  amifs  to  have  thofe  interefts  mutually  and  candidly 
explained  ;  and  objections,  if  there  are  any,  confidered 
and  obviated. 
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January  31 J  178 1,  wrote  to  Mr.  Jennings,  at  Bruf- 
fells.  "  Your  favor  of  the  24th  is  received.  I  m(h  that 
Madrid  would  put  an  end  to  Huffey's  and  Cumberland's 
mafquerades.     They  do  no  good,  if  they  do  no  harm. 

I  think  it  is  pretty  certain,  that  the  Englifh  miniftry  are 
feeking  a  connexion  with  the  emperor  of  Germany  :  but 
as  there  is  nothing  to  be  gotten  by  a  connection  with 
them,  but  broken  bones,  if  he  has  as  much  fcnfe  as  he  is 
reputed  to  have,  he  will  rather  choofe  to  fleep  in  a  whole 

ikin. 

The  duke  of  Brunfwick  Wolfembuttle  is  not  at  Lillo, 
but  at  the  Hague.  Your  reafoning  to  (hew  the  policy, 
the  juftice  and  the  neceffity  of  acknowledging  American 
independence  is  conclufive  to  all  the  maritime  powers  ; 
and  it  is  probable  they  are  fenfible  of  it.  But  whoever 
does  it,  muft  have  war  with  England,  and  this  idea  ftartles 
them  all.  They  choofe  to  arrange  matters  in  fuch  a  fyf- 
tem,  that  all  may  go  to  war  at  once,  if  any  is  obliged  to 
do  fo.  And  this  takes  time.  But  if  the  armed  neutrality 
were  all  at  war  againil  England,  the  queftion  is,  whether 
they  would  all  acknowledge  American  independence  ? 
To  be  fure,  they  all  mean  it :  it  is  their  interefl :  and  it 
is  a  part  of  their  fyftem.  But  fuch  is  the  caution,  the 
timidity,  and  the  floth,  that  I  exped  they  would  put  it 
off.  They  would  fay,  we  will  treat  you  like  friends. 
But  it  is  time  enough.  We  know  not  what  may  happen. 
Wait  for  the  general  conferences  of  pacification.  Then 
we  will  take  your  affair  into  confideration.  I  think,  how- 
ever, that  congrefs  fhould  fend  a  minifter  to  each  of  the 
maritime  oourts ;  or  at  leafl;  one,  authorifed  to  treat  with 
all  of  them.  Whether  they  will  or  not,  I  cannot  fay.  I 
fear  they  will  be  much  divided  about  their  foreign  affairs. 

By  the  treaty,  France  has  agreed  to  join  America,  in 
propofing  to  other  powers,  to  acknowledge  our  indepen- 
dence. If  congrefs,  or  any  minifter  of  congrefs  properly 
authorifed,  were  to  propofe  this  to  France,  fhe  could  not, 
and  would  not,  refufe  it.  Why  it  has  not  been  done,  I 
know  not.  The  unfortunate  divifion  (in  congrefs)  about 
foreign  affairs,  will   account  for  many  things.     I  hope, 
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however,  that  lomething  or  other  will  turn"  up  to  make 
them  more  unanimous.  If  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Izzard  do 
not  fmd  the  majority  of  their  opinion  in  one  point,  their 
information  may  produce  greater  unanimity  in  many  oth- 
ers. 

Have  you  read  La  Vie  privee  de  Louis  XV.  ?     It  is  juft 
publifhed  here,  in  four  volumes.     I  have  devoured  it  with 
the  utmoft  greedinefs.     Hiftory,  romance,  or  libel,  it  is 
very  entertaining  and  inflrudive.     It  is  the  greatefl  com- 
pliment to  America  that  ever  was  written.     When  we  fee 
the  diftrefs,  the  ruin,  the  humil-ation  and  debafement  of 
the  French  nation  and  monarchy,  up  to  the  very  moment 
when  America  was  fevered  from  Great  Britain,  and  began 
to  cultivate  a  good  underftanding  with  France  ;  when 
we  fee  that,  from  the  fame  moment,  France  began  to  re- 
vive ;,  and  has  been  increafing  in  reputation,  wealth,  com- 
merce and  powder  ever  fmce  ;    and  her   flourifhing  and 
prolperous  condition  at  this  day  :  America  ought  to  ap- 
pear in  her  own  eyes,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  French  and 
the  rfeit  of  the  world  ;  as  a  nation  and  country  whofe 
friendfhip  and  alliance  is  well  worth  cultivating.     I  mean 
not,  however,  by  this  obfervation,  to  diniinifh  the  glory 
of  the  prefent  monarch,  whofe  wifdom  has  taken  advan- 
tage of  the  benefits  which  Providence  offered  him." 

January  31,  1 78 1 ,  wrote  to  Mr.  Dumas,  at  the  Hague. 
"  I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  favors  of  the  28th  and 
29th,  which  arrived  untouched  by  any  h-and  too  inquifi- 
tive. 

The  extraordinary  demand  for  bread,  in  England,  will 
be  a  great  advantage  to  America.  By  increafing  the  de- 
mand in  thofe  countries  which  trade  diretlly  or  indirectly 
with  America,  it  will  raife  the  price  of  it,  and  confequent- 
ly  increafe  the  demand,  and  raife  the  price  in  America. 
We  have  always  faid  in  America,  "  By  and  by  will  come 
a  fcarce  year  for  grain  in  Europe,  and  then  the  nations 
there  will  begin  to  think  us  of  fome  confequence."  There 
will  be,  I  fancy,  next  fpring  and  fummer,  a  vaft  exporta- 
tion of  grain  from  America,  which  will  be  an  advantage 
to  our  credit  :  and  if  there  (hould  be  a  Ihort  crop  next 
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all  the  difficulties  of  this  war,  grain  enough  will  be  found 
in  America  to  fupply  the  deficiencies  of  Europe. 

Pray  what  are  the  news  from  Vienna  ?  That  the  Eng- 
lifli  are  laboring  with  all  their  might ;  intriguing  with  all 
their  fubtlety  ;  and  bribing  with  all  the  money  they  can 
fpare  ;  in  order  to  draw  in  the  houfe  of  Auftria  to  fonie 
connexion  with  them,  I  am  well  perfuaded.  That  the 
old  jealoufy,  envy  and  rivalry  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
towards  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  is  not  all  extin<St,  I  believe. 
That  it  now  pleads  in  favor  of  England,  I  guefs.  But  as 
the  emperor  is  a  man  of  fenfe,  I  rely  upon  it,  he  will  not 
be  taken  in.  If  he  (hould  be,  it  will  only  make  the  war 
more  paffionate  againft  England,  and  he  will  get  nothing 
in  the  end  but  broken  bones. 

The  news  from  all  quarters  in  America  are  agreeable. 
"  All's  well,"  as  the  fentinels  cry  at  fea.  The  Maftachu- 
fetts  conftitution  gives  new  vigor  to  the  (late  and  its  neigh- 
bors. 

Have  you  feen  La  Vie  privee  de  Louis  XV.  ?     It  has 
been  printed  in  four  volumes,  this  month.     I  have  read 
it  thrhugh,  with  as  much  ardor  and  impatience,  as  I  did 
in  my  youth  the  charader  of  Lovelace,  in  Clarilfa  Har- 
low, and  with  more  indignation,     This  work  is  a  fublime 
compliment  to  America,  as  well  as  to  Louis  XVI.     It  is 
fo  to  the  reigning  monarch,  in  proportion  as  his  private 
life  is  a  contraft  to  that  of  his  predeceflbr.     But  no  wif- 
dom  or  virtue,  public  or  private  ;  no  exertions  or  activity 
in  the  prince,  miniftry  or  nation,  could  have  raifed  France 
out  of  that  profound  degree  of  contempt,  mifery  and  de- 
bafement,  in  which  Louis  XV.  left  it,  to  that  height  of 
reputation,  opulence  and  power,  where  it  now  ftands, 
without  the  feparation  of  America  from  Great  Britain, 
and  her  alliance  with  France.     Let  it  be  remembered  by 
every  Frenchman,  that  the  firft  congrefs  was  held  the 
fame  year  that  Louis  XV.  died  ;  that  France  had  feen 
eleven  years  of  peace  j  and  inftead  of  rifing  out  of  the 
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mifery  in  which  the'  peace  of  1763  left  her,  (he  funk 
deeper  and  deeper  ;  that  her  profperity  and  glory  com- 
menced with  her  connedion  with  America,  and  has  grown 
with  a  rapidity  that  furprifes  all  Europe,  ever  fmce. 

When  other  nations  fhall  read  this  work,  and  make 
the  proper  reflcdions,  they  will  draw  the  natural  inferen- 
ces. Such  as,  I.  That  France  can  never  defert  America. 
2.  That  France  ought  to  exert  herfelf  with  zeal,  and  that 
fhe  will  do  it  too.  3.  That  other  nations  will  do  wifely 
to  imitate  the  example  of  France.  4.  That  the  fooner 
they  form  connexions  with  America,  the  more  wifely 
they  will  ad.  Pardon  this  abominable  writing.  I  can^ 
not  tranfcribe  it.'* 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

^incy,  September  22,  1S09. 


LETTER  XLVI. 

FEBRUARY  i,  1781,  wrote  to  congrefs.  "  One  of 
the  mod  brilliant  events  which  has  yet  been  produced  by 
the  American  revolution,  is  the  following 

TREATT  OF  MARINE, 
Concluded  at  Copenhagen,  the  28th  of  June,  1780,  Old 
Style,  between  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  and 
his  majefty  the  king  of  Denmark  and  of  Norway,  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  liberty  of  neutral  mercantile  navi" 
gation,  and  in  which  his  majefty  the  king  of  Sweden, 
as  well  as  their  high  mightinefles  the  ftates  general  of 
the  United  Provinces  have  taken  part  and  acceded,  and 
which  has  been  figned  refpedively  at  St.  PeterflDurg, 
the  21ft  of  July,  1780,  and  the  5th  of  January,  178 1. 
As  by  the  war  by  fea,  which  has  aduaily  broken  out, 
between  Great  Britain  on  one  fide,  and  France  and  Spain 
on  the  other,  the  commerce  and  the  navigation  of  neutral 
powers  futfer  confiderable  damages,  her  majefty  the  em- 
prefs of  Ruflia,  and  his  majefty  the  king  of  Denmark  and 
of  Norway,  in  confequence  of  their  afliduous  attention, 
to  unite  their  proper  dignities  and  their  cares  for  the  fafety 
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and  well  being  of  their  fubjeds  ;  and  from  the  regard 
that  they  have  fo  often  teftified  for  the  rights  of  nations 
in  general  ;  have  found  it  neceflary,  in  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances,  to  determine  their  condu6t  according  to  thele 
feniiments. 

Her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia  has,  by  her  declara- 
tion dated  the  28th  of  February,  1780,  to  the  belligerent 
powers,  expofed  to  light,  in  the  face  of  all  Europe,  the 
fundamental  principles  which  fpring  from  the  original 
law  of  nation*;,  which  (lie  claims  and  which  Ihe  adopts,  a^ 
a  rule  of  her  condud  in  the  prefent  war.     As  this  atten- 
tion of  the  cD.iprefs  to  watch  over  the  reciprocal  rights  oi 
nations,  has  united  the/uffrages  of  all  the  neutral  powers, 
fo  fhe  has  en  J,aged  herfelf  in  it,  as  an  affair  which  concerns 
the  mofl  effential  of  her  interefts,  and  fhe  has  carried  it 
to  that  lengtji,  that  we  may  ferioufly  confider  it  as  a  fub- 
jed:  worthy  of  the  times  prefent  and  to  come  ;  conndering 
that  it  is  to  bring  into  one  fyllem  acd  eftabliih  permanent- 
ly the  rights,,  prerogatives  and  engagements  of  neutrality. 
His  majefty  the  king  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  convin- 
ced of  thefe  principles,  has  likewife  eftablifhed  and  de- 
manded theOci,  in  the  declaration  of  the  8th  of  July,  1 780, 
which  he  has  caufed  to  be  prefented,  as  well  as  that  of 
RufFia,  to  the  belligerent  powers  ;  and  to  give  them  fup- 
port,    he  has  caufed  to  be  equipped  a  part  of  his  fleet. 
From  henc<i  has  arifen  the  harmony  and  unanimity  with 
which  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  and  his  majefty 
the  king  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  have  judged  it  necel- 
fary,  by  a  reciprocal  friendihip  and  confidence,  and  con- 
formably to  the  interefts  of  their  fubjefts,  to  confirm  thefe 
common  engagements,  to  be  concluded  by  a  formal  con- 
vention.    In  this  view,  their  faid  imperial  and  royal  ma- 
jefties  have  chofen  and  named  for  their  plenipotentiaries, 
viz.  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  Mr.  Charles  Van 
Often,  named  Saken,  prefent  counfellor  of  ftate,  knight 
of  the  order  of  St.  Anne,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  her 
faid  majefty  at  the  court  of  Denmark,  &c.  &c.  and  his 
majefty  the  king  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  Mr.  Ottou 
comte  De  Thott,    privy  counfellor,  knight  of  the  order 


370 

of  the  Elephant,  &c.  Mr.  Joachim  Often  de  Schack  Re- 
vent  Law,  privy  counfellor,  knight  of  the  order  of  the 
Elephant,  &c.  Mr.  Jean  Henry  d'Eichfledt,  privy  coun- 
fellor, governor  of  his  royal  highnefs  the  hereditary  prince, 
knight  of  the  order  of  the  Elephant,  &c.  and  Mr.  Andre 
Pierre,  comte  de  BernfdorfF,  privy  counfellor,  fecretary  of 
ftate  in  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  diredor  of  the 
royal  German  chancery,  and  knight  of  the  order  of  the 
Elephant,  &c.  who,  after  having  exchanged  their  full 
powers,  which  are  found  in  good  and  due  form,  have 
agreed  aixi  refolved  on  the  articles  following. 

Article  I.  That  their  faid  majefties  have  fmcerely  re- 
folved to  maintain  conftantly  the  mofl:  perfeft  friendfhip 
and  concord  with  the  powers  a£tually  engaged  in  the  war, 
and  to  obferve  the  mod  fcrupulous  neutrality  ;  that  they 
declare,  in  confequence,  to  hold  themfelves  exadly  to 
this,  that  the  prohibition  to  carry  on  any  commerce  of 
contrabande,  with  the^  powers  adlually  at  A^ar,  or  with 
thofe  who  may  in  the  fequel  be  engaged  in  it,  fhall  be 
flridlly  obferved  by  their  fubjeds. 

2.  To  avoid  all  error  and  mifunderftanding,  concerning 
the  fubjeft  of  the  name  of  contrabande,  her  majefty  the 
emprefs  of  Ruiria,and  hismajeflythe  king  of  Denmark  and 
Norv/ay,  declare,  that  they  acknowledge  only,  as  effedls 
of  contrabande,  thofe  which  are  comprehended  in  the 
treaties  fubfifting  between  the  faid  courts  and  one  or  other 
of  the  belligerent  powers.     Her  mtijedy  the  emprefs  of 
Ruffia  conforms  herfelf  entirely  to  the  tenth  and  eleventh 
articles  of  her  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain  ; 
and  extends  alfo  the  engagements  of  this  treaty,  which 
are  entirely  founded  upon  natural  law,  to  the  crowns  of 
France  and  Spain,  which  at  the  date  of  the  prefent  con- 
vention, have  no  treaty  of  commerce  with  her  empire. 
His  majefly  the  king  of  Denmark  and  Norway  conforms 
himfelf,  on  his  part,  principally  to  the  fecond  article  of 
his  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain  ;  and  to  the 
26th  and  27th  articles  of  his  treaty  of  commerce  with 
France  j  and  extends  alfo  the  engagements  of  this  latter 
ro  Spain,  confidcring  that  he  has  not  with  his  laft  crown 
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any  treaty  which  determines  any  conditions  on  this  fub- 
jeft. 

3.  As  by  this  means  the  contrabande  is  determined 
and  fixed,  conformably  to  fpecial  treaties  and  conventions 
fubfifliing  between  the  high  cuntra£ting  parties,  and  the 
belligerent  powers  ;  and  principally  in  the  treaty  between 
Ruffia  and  Great  Britain,  of  the  20th  of  June,  1766  ;  as> 
well  as  by  that  between  Denmark  and  Great  Britain, 
dated  the  nth  of  July,  1670;  and  by  that  concluded, 
between  Denmark  and  France,  the  23d  of  Augufl,  1 742  ; 
the  will  and  intention  of  her  Ruflian  imperial  majefty, 
and  his  majefty  the  king  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  are,, 
that  all  other  commerce  Ihall  be  and  remain  free.     Al- 
ready their  majefties,  in  their  declarations  prefented  to 
the  belligerent  powers,  have  grounded  themfelves  upon 
the  general  principles  of  the  law  of  nature,  from  whence 
are  derived  the  hberty  of  commerce  and  of  navigation,  the 
rights  of  neutral  nations  ;  and  have  refolved  to  depend 
no  longer  upon  the  arbitrary  interpretations  that  partial 
advantages  and  momentary  interefts  may  didate ;  in  this 
view  they  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles. 

Article  I.  That  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  every  veflel  to 
navigate  from  one  port  to  another,  and  upon  the  coails  of 
the  belligerent  powers. 

Article  2.  That  the  effedls  belonging  to  the  fubjeds  of 
the  belligerent  powers,  fhall  be  free,  upon  neutral  velTels, 
except  merchandizes  of  contrabande. 

Article  3.  That  to  determine  what  ought  to  be  held  a 
port  of  blockade  :  that  alone  can  be  confidered  as  fucb, 
in  which  the  vefTels  which  would  enter  fhall  be  expofed 
to  an  evident  danger,  by  the  force  which  with  this  view  at- 
tacks it,  and  by  its  veffels,  which  fhall  have  taken  a  ftatioa 
fufficiently  near. 

Article  4.  That  neutral  veffels  may  only  be  flopped 
for  juft  caufes,  and  upon  evident  proofs  ;  that,  without 
lofs  of  time,  right  fhall  be  done  them,  and  the  procedure?. 
fhall  be  always  uniform,  prompt  and  according  to  the 
laws  ;  and  that,  every  time,  befides  reparation  to  thofe 
who  fhall  have  fuffered  without  caufe,  there  fhall  alfo  hs^ 
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given  a  compkte  falisfadion  for  the  infult  cominiitted 
againfl;  the  flag  of  their  majefties. 

To  the  end  to  protect  the  general  commerce  of  their 
fubjecls,  fapported  by  the  fundamental  rules  above  laid 
down,  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias, -and  his 
majelty  the  king  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  have  thought 
fit,  each  one  in  particular,  in  order  to  obtain  thefe  ends, 
to  equip  a  proportional  number  of  veflfels  of  v/ar  and  fri- 
gates. The  fquadron  of  each  one  of  thefe  refpeOiive 
powers  fhall  be  llationed  in  a  certain  latitude,  and  fliall 
be  employed  in  convoys,  according  to  the  exigency  of 
the  cale,  in  which  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  each 
nation  may  be. 

Article  5.  If  the  merchant  fhips  of  one  of  the  con- 
trafting  powers,  fhall  be  in  a  part  of  the  fea  where  the 
fhips  of  war  of  their  own  nation  are  not  llationed,  and 
for  this  reafon  cannot  enjoy  their  protection  j  in  that  cafe, 
the  commander  of  the  veifels  of  war  of  the  other  power, 
being  thereto  required,  fhall  grant  them  with  good  faith 
and  fincerity,  the  neceffary  afliftance.  And  in  this  cafe, 
the  veffels  of  war  and  frigates  of  one  of  the  two  powers, 
fhall  proted  and  fupport  the  merchant  velTels  of  the  other  ; 
provided  neverthelefs,  that  under  the  fhelter  of  the  pro- 
tedion  demanded,  there  be  not  exercifed  any  prohibited 
commerce,  contrary  to  the  laws  adopted  by  the  neu- 
trality. 

Article  6.  The  prefent  convention  cannot  be  retroac- 
tive, and  by  confequence  we  cannot  take  part  in  differen- 
ces which  have  arifen  before  its  conclufion  ;  at  leafl  if 
thefe  affairs  do  not  concern  violences  which  continue 
ftill,  and  which  tend  to  opprefs  all  the  neutral  nations  of 
Europe. 

Article  7.  If,  in  fpite  of  the  vigilant  and  friendly  care 
of  the  two  powers,  and  the  exact  obfervation  of  the 
neutraUty  on  their  part,  the  Ruflian  or  Danifh  merchant 
veffels  are  infulted  or  taken  by  the  vcffels  of  war  or  pri- 
vateers of  one  or  the  other  of  the  belligerent  powers  ;  in 
that  cafe,  the  miniiter  of  the  party  offended  fhall  make 
rt'prefentations  to  the  court  whofe  veffels  of  war  or  priva- 
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teeis  (hall  have  been  guilty  of  this  a£l ;  fhall  demand  ref- 
titution  of  the  veflel  taken,  and  (hall  iniift  upon  a  fuitable 
reparation,  without  ever  lofing  fight  of  the  fatisfattion  for 
the  infult  done  to  the  flag.  The  minifter  of  the  other 
contracting  paity  fhall  fecond  efficacioufly  and  ferioufly 
thefe  reprefentations,  and  fhall  thus  continue  them  con- 
jointly and  unanimoufly  :  but  if  they  refufe  or  put  off 
from  time  to  time,  to  do  right  touching  fuch  grievances  ; 
in  this  cafe,  their  majefties  fliall  make  reprifals  againit  the 
power  which  refufes  to  do  them  right,  and  (hall  unite 
themfelves  forthwith,  in  the  moft  efficacious  meafures  for 
thisjufl  reprifal. 

Article  8.  If  one  or  the  other  of  the  contracting  pow- 
ers, or  both  together,  in  virtue  of  this  convention,  or  any 
other  which  may  be  made,  which  may  have  relation  to  it, 
are  diflurbed,  molefled,  or  attacked,  it  is  agreed  that  the 
two  powers  fhall  a6l  in  concert  to  defend  themfelves  re- 
ciprocally, and  to  procure  themfelves,  by  united  efforts, 
an  entire  and  fatisfaftory  reparation,  both  for  the  infult 
done  to  the  flag,  and  for  the  lofs  caufed  to  their  fubje<5ts. 

Article  g.  This  convention  is  refolved  and  fixed  for 
all  the  time  that  the  prefent  war  fhall  continue,  and  fliall 
ferve  as  the  bafis  of  all  the  engagements  which  may  be 
contrafted  in  the  fequel,  according  to  the  circumftances 
of  the  times,  aad  upon  occafion  of  new  wars  at  fea,  which 
may  unfortunately  trouble  the  repofe  of  Europe  ;  befides 
which,  thefe  conditions  fhall  be  regarded  as  fubfifting, 
and  fhall  have  a  legal  validity  in  the  affairs  both  of  com- 
merce and  of  navigation,  and  in  the  determination  of  the 
rights  of  neutral  nations. 

Article  [Q.  As  t'ne  end  and  the  principal  motive  of 
fehis  convention  is  to  affure  the  general  liberty  of  com- 
merce and  of  navigation,  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  Ruf- 
fia,  and  his  rnajeity  the  king  of  Denmark  and  of  Nor- 
way agree  and  engage  before  hand  to  permit,  that  other 
neutral  powers  accede  to  this  convention,  and  by  taking 
cognizance  of  thefe  principles,  to  partake  alfo  of  the  ob- 
ligations and  advantages  of  the  faid  convention. 
';2 
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Article  1 1.  To  the  end  that  the  belligereiit  powers  may 
not  pretend  a  caufe  of  ignorance  of  thefe  faid  engage- 
ments between  the  faid  courts,  the  high  contrafting  par- 
ties will  communicate  in  a  manner  the  mod  friendly,  to 
all  the  belligerent  powers,  thefe  meafures  in  which  they 
have  united  ;  which  meafures  are  fo  much  the  lefs  hos- 
tile, as  they  are  not  hurtful  to  any  other  power,  but  have 
folely  for  their  objedl,  the  fafety  of  the  commerce  and  of 
the  navigation  of  their  refpedlive  fubjefts. 

Article  12.  The  prefent  convention  fhall  be  ratified  by 
the  two  contra£ling  parties,  and  the  ratifications  fhall  be 
exchanged  in  good  form,  in  the  term  of  fix  weeks,  to  be 
computed  from  the  fignatures,  or  even  fooner,  if  it  may 
be.  In  faith  of  which,  we  have,  in  virtue  of  our  full 
powers,  figned  the  prefent,  and  fealed  it  with  our  feals . 
Done  at  Copenhagen,  the  19th  of  July,  1780. 

(L.  S.)  CHARLES  VAN  OSTEN,  named  SAKEN.  ' 

(L.  S.)  I.  SCHACK  RATHLAW. 

(L.  S.)  A.  P.  COMTE  DE  BERNSDORFF. 

(L.  S.)  O.  THOTT. 

(L.  S.)  H.  EICKSTEDT. 

The  ratifications  of  this  convention  were  exchanged  at 
Copenhagen,  the  5-16  of  September,  1780,  by  the  fame 
miniflers  plenipotentiary  who  figned  it  ;  and  as  to  this 
end,  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  named  to  this  purpofe, 
viz.  on  the  part  of  her  imperial  majefty,  Mr.  Le  Comte 
Nikia  Panin,  actually  privy  counfellor,  fenator,  chamber- 
Iain  in  exercife,  and  knight  of  the  orders  of  St.  Andrew, 
St.  Alexander  Newfky  and  St.  Ann,  and  Mr.  Le  Comte 
John  Ofterman,  vice  chancellor,  privy  counfellor,  and 
knight  of  the  orders  of  St.  Alexander  Newfky  and  St. 
Ann  ;  and  on  the  part  of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Swe- 
den, Mr.  Le  Baron  Frederick  Van  Nolken,  envoy  extra- 
ordinary of  his  Swedifh  majefly  at  the  court  of  her  impe- 
rial majefly,  chamberlain,  commandant  of  the  order  of 
the  Polar  Star,  knight  of  the  orders  of  the  Sword  and  of 
St.  John,  have  figned,  the  2  ifl  of  July,  1780,  at  St.Peterf- 
burg,  a  fimilar  convention,  conceived  in  the  fame  form. 
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and  word  for  word  of  the  fame  tenor  with  that  figned  at 
Copenhagen,  except  the  fecond  article,  in  which  the  ftip- 
ulations  of  contrabande  being  refolved  and  ratified,  to 
which  they  are  to  adhere,  in  confequence  of  treaties  fub- 
fifting  between  the  crown  of  Sweden  and  the  other  pow- 
ers, we  have  to  this  purpofe,  to  avoid  the  repetition  of 
what  has  been  already  faid,  added  here  literally  the  fec- 
ond article. 

We  ought  further  to  recoUeft,  that  the  two  kings,  who 
have  joined  in  this  affair  to  her  imperial  majefly,  have  ac- 
ceded as  principal  contracting  parties  to  the  treaties  con- 
cluded hetween  her  imperial  majefly  and  the  faid  courts, 
and  have  figned  with  their  own  hands  upon  this  fubje6t, 
on  one  part  and  oil  the  other,  an  a£t  which  has  been  ex- 
changed at  St,  Peterfburg,  by  the  miniflry  of  her  imperial 
Ruffian  majefly. 

Here  follows  the  fecond  article  of  the  treaty  concluded 
and  figned  at  St.  Peterfburg,  the  21ft  of  July,  1780,  be- 
tween her  imperial  majefly,  and  his  majefly  the  king  of 
Sweden. 

Article  2.  To  avoid  all  error  and  mifunderflanding,  on 
the  fubje6t  of  the  name  of  contrabande,  her  imperial  ma- 
jefly ot  Ruffia  and  his  majefly  the  king  of  Sweden,  de- 
clare, that  they  acknowledge  only,  as  effects  of  contra- 
bande, thofe  which  are  contained  in  the  treaties  fubfifling 
between  the  faid  courts  and  one  or  other  of  the  belliger- 
ent powers.  Her  majefly  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia  conforms 
herfelf  in  this  entirely  to  the  10th  and  iith  articles  of 
her  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  and  extends 
alfo  the  engagements  of  this  treaty,  which  are  founded 
entirely  on  the  law  of  nature,  to  the  crowns  of  France 
and  Spain,  which  at  the  date  of  this  convention  have  no 
treaty  of  commerce  with  her  empire.  His  majefly  the 
king  of  Sweden  refers  himfelf  principally  on  his  part  to 
the  iith  article  of  his  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great 
Britain,  and  to  the  tenor  of  the  preliminary  treaty  of 
commerce,  concluded  in  the  year  1747,  between  the 
crown  of  Sweden  and  France  ;  although  in  this  lafl  the 
contents  of  contrabande  are  not  exprefsly  dsteiinined. 
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but  that  as  the  two  powers  have  therein  underflood  to 
confider  one  another  as  Gentes  Amiciflimse,  and  that  as 
Sweden  has  therein  referved  the  fame  advantages  which 
the  Hanfeatic  cities  enjoy  in  France,  from  the  moft  re- 
mote times  to  the  prefent  ;  the  advantages  which  are 
eomprehended  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  being  confirmed, 
the  King  has  not  found  any  thing  neceiTary  to  be  added. 
With  regard  to  Spain,  the  king  finds  himfelf  in  the  fame 
cafe  as  the  emprefs,  and  after  her  example,  he  extends  to 
this  crown  the  engagements  of  the  faid  treaties,  wholly 
founded  on  natural  law.  Their  high  mightinefles  the 
ftates  general  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  low  coun- 
tries, have  acceded,  the  20th  of  November,  1780,  upon 
the  fame  footing,  to  the  faid  convention  ;  and  it  has  been 
figned,  the  5th  of  January,  1 781,  at  St.  Peterfburg,  only 
with  the  addition  of  a 

iph  Article,  which,  with  relation  to  command,  in  cafe 
of  rencounter  or  combination  of  the  fquadrons  and  the 
veffels  of  war  of  the  two  parties,  there  Ihall  be  obferved, 
what  has  been  the  ufage,  between  crowned  heads  and  the 
republic. 

Amfterdam,  February  2,  1781,  wrote  to  Mr.  Dumas, 
at  the  Hague.  "  Nulla  dies,  fine  Limea,  faid  a  great 
geometrician  ;  and  you  are  fo  good  an  American,  that 
you  will  agree  with  me,  that  we  ought  to  let  no  day  or 
hour  pafs,  in  which  we  can  do  any  fervice  to  our  country, 
without  embracing  the  opportunity.  Such  an  occafion 
is  the  prefent,  when  the  popular  affections,  and  even  the 
fentiments  of  men  in  power  feem  to  be  turning  towards 
America.  When  I  landed  in  Spain,  I  was  told  by  the 
viceroy  of  Gallicia,  that  he  had  received  orders  from  the 
court  of  Madrid,  to  treat  all  Americans  who  fhould  ar- 
rive within  his  government,  as  the  beft  friends  of  Spain. 
Would  it  not  be  wifdom  and  policy,  as  well  as  humanity, 
for  their  high  mightineffes  to  imitate  this  example  ;  and 
to  publifli  fome  permiflmn  to  Dutch  men  of  war,  priva- 
teers, letters  of  marque,  and  even  merchantmen,  to  carry 
their  pri?.es  and  cargoes  into  American  ports,  and  to  trade 
\^^th  that  country  ?     And  alfo  fome  permifTion  to  Anier- 


377 

ican  privateers  and  other  veflels,  to  come  freely  Into  the 
ports  of  this  repubhc  ;  bring  in  their  prizes,  fell  them, 
and  even  have  them  condemned  in  the  courts  of  admiral- 
ty ?  What  reafonable  objeftion  or  argument  can  there 
be  againft  this  ?  AVhat  damage  can  it  do  the  republic  t 
Cannot  we  contrive  to  have  this  fuggefted  to  all  the 
northern  courts  ? 

By  the  loth  article  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  with  France, 
the  mofl  chriflian  king  and  the  United  States  agree  to  in- 
vite or  admit  other  powers,  who  may  have  received  inju- 
ries from  England,  to  make  common  caufe  with  them, 
and  to  accede  to  that  alliance,  under  fuch  conditions  as 
fliall  be  freely  agreed  to  and  fettled  between  all  the  par- 
ties. Is  not  this  a  proper  opportunity  for  congrefs  to 
propofe  to  the  king  of  France  to  join  in  fuch  an  invita- 
tion to  all  the  neutral  powers,  as  we  yet  call  them,  though 
it  feems  they  are  all  Within  a  hair's  breadth  of  being  bel- 
ligerent powers  ? 

February  2,  1781,  wrote  to  Meffrs.  John  De  Neufvilh? 
and  Son.     "  Having  adjufled  the  form  of  the  obligations 
to  be  given  in  the  propofed  loan,  nothing  remains  but  to 
agree  upon  the  other  terms,  refpeding  the  commiffion 
to  be  allowed  to  your   houfe,   for  receiving  the  money 
from  the  lenders,  and  finally  paying  off  and  difcharging 
the  obligations.     I  have  had   much   converfation  upon 
this  fubjeft  with  feveral  gentlemen  of  charafter  and  ex- 
perience ;  and  am  advifed  that  one  per  cent,  for  paying 
of  the  interefl,  and  one  per  cent,  for  paying  off  the  prin- 
cipal finally  to  the  lenders,  is  a  juft  and  reafonable  allow- 
ance.    This  I  am  willing  to  allow.     There  is  the  affair  of 
brokerage,  alfo,  which  will  require  fome  explanation  be- 
tween us.     I  fhould  be  glad  if  you  v/ould  inform  me  how 
much  you  expect  to  be  allowed  for  brokerage,  when  you 
engage  and  employ  the  broker  ?     But  there  is  one  point 
that  I  beg  leave  to  referve  to  myfelf  and  to  any  other 
minifter  or  agent,  who  may  be  fent  here  in  my  (lead  :  it 
is  this,  that  1,  while  I  ftay,  and  my  fucceffor  after  me, 
fhall  have  a  right  to  employ  any  broker  that  1  or  he  may 
choofe.  and  whenever  one  or  the  other  mav  think  proper 
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or  the  other  may  fee  fit,  and  allow  what  brokerage  we 
fliall  find  neceffary  :  the  money,  however,  received  upon 
them,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  ofyourhoufe.  Ilhould 
be  glad  of  your  anfwer  as  foon  as  may  be  ;  and  in  the 
mean  time,  I  have  no  further  objedion  to  your  getting 
the  form  of  the  obligations  and  coupons  tranflated  into 
Dutch,  and  printed  with  all  expedition.'* 

In  this  place,  a  few  words  in  explanation  are  neceffary. 
Such  was  the  dejedion  and  defpondency  of  the  whole 
nation,  that  I  was  candidly  told  by  all  the  gentlemen  in 
whom  I  had  .any  confidence,  that  a  loan  was  defperate, 
except  Mr.  De  Neufville,  who  was  very  confident  that  he 
could  obtain  a  confiderable  fum,  and  was  extremely  im- 
portunate with  me  to  open  a  loan  in  his  houfe.  That 
gentleman's  politenefs  and  hofpitahty  drew  all  Americans 
to  his  houfe,  and  he  had  made  them^believe  that  he  could 
do  much,  if  I  would  authorife  him.  I  had  fpies  enough 
upon  me,  from  England,  France,  and  America  too,  very 
ready  to  impute  blame  to  me.  Congrefs  were  conftantly 
drawing  upon  me,  and  there  was  the  utmoft  danger  that 
their  bills  would  be  protefted.  If  this  event  fhould  hap- 
pen, I  knew  that  reprefentations  in  private  letters  would 
go  to  America  and  to  France,  that  this  fatal  calamity  was 
wholly  owing  to  my  negligence  and  obftinacy  in  refufing 
to  open  a  loan  in  Mr.  De  Neufville 's  houfe.  •  I  thought 
it  my  duty,  therefore,  to  try  the  experiment.  It  could 
do  no  harm,  for  we  had  certainly  at  that  moment,  no 
credit  to  lofe.  The  loan  was  opened,  and  all  the  induftry, 
enterprife  and  credit  of  Mr.  De  Neufville,  never  difpofed 
of  more  than  five  obligations,  amounting  to  five  thoufand 
guilders,  three  thoufand  of  which  were  lent  by  Mr.  John 
Luzac,  who  had  previoufly  promifed  me  to  advance  that 
lum  whenever  my  loan  fiiould  be  opened,  though  it  (hould 
be  in  the  houfe  of  Mr.  De  Neufville.  I  was  not  difap- 
pointed,  however,  in  the  refult,  becaufe  I  had  abfolutely 
no  expedations. 

Amfterdam,  February  4,  1781,  wrote  to  Mr.  Searic, 
at  Paris.     "  I  had  the  honor  of  your  favor  of  the  24th  of 
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January,  only  yefterday.  F.  is  indeed  arrived  here  ;  but 
I  cannot  learn  that  R.  R.  is.  I  have  not  been  honored 
with  a  vifit,  as  yet,  nor  have  I  feen  him. 

There  is  a  courier  arrived  from  Peterfburg,  who  carried 
the  news  of  ITr  Jofeph  Yorke's  leaving  the  Hague.  All's 
well  in  the  north. 

The  fpirit  here  waxes  warmer.  A  new  play  is  brought 
upon  the  ftage,  called  De  Ruiter,  in  which  the^Englifli 
are  treated  as  you  would  wifh  them,  and  every  line  in 
which  they  are  fo,  is  applauded  a  tout  rompre,  that  is,  in 
plain  Englifh,  to  make  all  fplit.  I  will  obferve  your  re- 
commendation concerning  Mr.  Bromfield,  who  is  ftill 
here.  I  wifh  I  were  at  Paris  with  you.  It  is  more  agree- 
able there  than  here,  at  prefent,  as  well  as  more  healthy. 

If  the  neutral  confederation  ihould  become  belligerent, 
would  it  not  be  a  proper  time  for  France  and  America 
to  join  in  propofmg  to  the  nations  that  compofe  it,  to 
acknowledge  American  independence  ?     There  is  an  ar- 
ticle in  our  ti'eaty   to  this  purpofe.     Dr.  Franklin  has 
authority  to  treat  with  any  power  in  Europe,  at  lead  the 
commiflioners  had,  and  I  fuppofe  the  diflblution  of  that 
commiffion  has  not  anulled  the  authority.     I  wifh  you 
would  converfe  with  the  doclor  upon  the  fubje6t.     If  he 
thinks  he  has  ncrt  power,  would  it  not  be  proper  to  write 
to  congrefs  upon  the  fubjed  ?     If  fomething  of  this  kind 
is  not  done,  the  northern  powers  may  fettle  their  war  and 
leave  us  ftill  to  fight  it  out.     The  article  I  refer  to  is  the 
tenth  of  the  treaty  of  alliance.     "  The  moft  chriftian  king 
and  the  United  States  agree  to  invite  or  admit  other  pow- 
ers, who  may  have  received  injuries  from  England  to  make- 
common  caufe  with  them,  and  to  accede  to  that  alliance 
under  fuch  conditions  as  fhall  be  freely  agreed  to  and  fet- 
tled between  all  the  parties."     Pray  talk  about  this  with 
Mr,  Dana.     There  never  can  be  a  more  inviting  oppor- 
tunity than  the  prefent,  to  execute  this  article  of  the  trea- 

Amfterdam,  February  6,  1781,  wrote  to  Mr.   Dumas 
at  the  Hague.     *'  I  have  received  your  favors  of  the  3d 
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and  5th,  with  their  enclofures,  al!  in  good  order.  I  have 
but  one  copy  of  the  treaty  of  alliance,  otherwife  I  would 
fend  you  one  with  pleafure.  I  am  of  your  opinion,  that 
no  propofitions  fhould  be  yet  made  to  the  dates  general 
as  a  body  :  but  hints  and  ideas  may  be  fuggefted  to  indi- 
viduals, in  order  to  prepare  men's  minds,  by  familiarizing 
them  with  fuch  fpeculations.  There  are  critical  mo- 
ments, after  which  things  go  of  themfelves  ;  but  it  is  ne- 
cefTary  to  prepare  things  for  a  crifis,  that  every  thing  may 
be  ready  when  it  arrives.  The  art  of  a  midwife  often 
aflifts  the  birth  and  avoids  fatal  dangers  in  conftifutions 
by  nature  the  mod  vigorous  ;  and  the  whole  corps  diplo- 
matic, with  all  their  fuperb  pomp,  are  but  a  company  of 
Grannies. 

Mr.  Searle  declares  that  congrefs  gave  me  a  commiffion 
of  minifler  plenipotentiary  at  the  fame  time  that  they  gave 
M  r.  Laurens  his.  But  if  Mr.  Searle  is  not  mifiaken, 
which  I  rather  believe,  the  full  powers  to  me,  were  omit- 
ted to  be  fent  me,  by  fome  neglecl.  For  I  tell  you  can- 
didly I  have  no  other  powers  but  a  commiffion  to  borrow 
money.  As  to  Mr.  Franklin's  power,  the  matter  Hands 
thus.  The  three  commifTioners  at  the  court  of  Verfailles, 
Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  and  myfelf,  had  full  power 
by  a  refolution  of  congrefs,  to  treat  and  make  a  treaty  ot 
commerce  with  any  power  in  Europe.  Whether  the  dif- 
lolution  of  that  commiffion,  annuls  that  full  power,  may 
be  a  queltion.  But  the  febfequent  appointment  of  Mr. 
Laurens,  with  full  power  to  treat  with  the  republic  (if 
Mr.  Searle  is  right,  and  congrefs  ever  did  give  Mr.  Lau- 
rens fuch  a  power)  would,  I  fufpeft,  be  legally  or  diplo- 
matically confidered  as  a  fuperfedeas  of  that  authority 
here.  So  that  confidering  things  candidly,  I  am  afraid 
there  is  nobody  now  in  Europe,  fully  authorifed  to  treat 
with  this  republic,  unlefs  it  be  Mr.  Laurens.  The  accef- 
fions  of  the  nations  which  compofe  the  neutral  confede- 
racy, to  the  treaty  of  alliance,  would,  however,  be  an 
event  fo  fplendid  and  decifive  for  America,  that  there  is 
not  a  doubt  to  be  made,  that  congrefs  would  joyfully  rat- 
fy  it,  in  the  fnd  moment,  whether  it  v.'as  made  by  Dr. 
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Franklin  or  me,  or  even  if  it  were  made  by  the  king  of 
France,  without  confulting  either  of  us,  provided  it  were 
made  upon  equitable  conditions. 

I  find  the  people  are  alike  in  fome  particulars,  in  every 
part  of  the  world.  This  nation  now  flatters  itfelf  with 
hopes  of  peace.  They  think  that  when  England  fees  the 
neutral  confederation  ready  to  go  to  war  with  her,  (he 
will  retrad,  beg  pardon,  change  the  miniftry,  make  peace, 
rife  in  arms  againft  the  miniftry,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Alas  ! 
there  will  be  no  fuch  thing.  Great  numbers  of  cannon 
balls  muft  fly  before  any  thing  of  this  kind  happens.  I 
fhould  have  thought  this  cool,  penetrating  nation  more 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  Englifli  heart.  The  pride 
of  that  people  is  infinite.  Nine  in  ten  of  them  fully  and 
firmly  believe  themfelves  able  to  fight  and  beat  all  the 
maritime  powers  of  the  world.  Their  imaginations  are 
all  on  fire.  Ttrey  think  of  nothing  but  drowning  Hol- 
land, fmking  the  whole  RufTian,  Danifh  and  Swedifli 
fleets,  exhaufting  the  finances  of  France  and  Spain  ;  and 
above  alJ,  they  flatter  themfelves  that  the  Americans  love, 
admire,  and  adore  them  fo  much,  that  they  will  very  foon 
very  humbly  implore  their  king  to  take  them  under  his 
majefty's  moft  gracious  protedion  without  even  making  a 
conditi-,n.  No  fir  !  National  combinations,  political  ar- 
rangements, and  magnificent  parade  will  not  overawe  the 
Englifh  in  their  prefent  ftate  of  intoxication.  Nothing 
but  hard  blows,  taking  their  fleets  of  merchant  fhips, 
and  taking,  fmking  and  burning  their  men  of  war  will 
bring  them  to  reafon.  Nor  this  neither,  until  it  is  carried 
to  fuch  a  length,  as  to  deprive  fuch  numbers  of  people  of 
their  fubfiftence  as  to  make  them  rife  in  outrages  againft 
the  government.  I  am  forry  that  things  muft  go  to  fuch 
an  extremity,  but  I  have  not  the  leaft  doubt  that  they 
will. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

Shiincy^  September  29,  1809, 
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LETTER  XL VII. 


AMSTERDAM,  February  7,  1781,  wrote  to  con- 
grefs.  "  By  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  alliance 
with  France,  the  mod  chriftian  king  and  the  United 
States  agree  to  invite  or  admit  other  powers  who  may 
have  received  injuries. from  England,  to  make  common 
caufe  with  them,  and  to  accede  to  that  alliance,  under 
fuch  conditions  as  fhall  be  freely  agreed  to,  and  fettled 
between  all  the  parties.  According  to  prefent  appearan- 
ces, in  a  few  weeks,  Ruffia,  D  nm.rk,  Sweden  and  Hol- 
land, the  nations  that  form  the  .icutral  confederation, 
will  be  at  war  with  England,  and  the  firll  moments  of 
warmth  and  enthufiafm  occafioned  by  this  rupture,  will 
be  the  mod  favorable  for  France  and  the  United  States 
to  join  in  an  invitation  to  all  thofe  powers  to  accede  to 
that  alliance.  At  prefent,  it  is  a  great  queflion  whether 
there  is  any  perfon  now  in  Europe  legally  authorifed  to 
treat  with  any  power,  except  France  and  Spain.  It  is 
true,  that  the  commiffioners  at  the  court  of  Verfailles, 
had  formerly,  by  a  refolution  of  congrefs,  which  I  believe 
was  inferted  in  the  commiffion,  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  carry  over  to  France,  in  1778,  authority  to  treat  with 
any  power  in  Europe.  But  it  may  now  be  juilly  quef- 
tioned  whether  the  diffolution  of  that  commiffion  has  not 
diifolyed  that  pow^r.  In  order  to  remove  all  doubt,  I 
fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  congrefs,  whether  it  would 
not  be  proper  to  give  a  formal  commiffion  to  fome  per- 
fon or  other,  to  treat  with  thefe  powers,  and  Pruffia  too. 

I  am  very  forry  that  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to  give 
congrefs  more  favorable  intelligence  on  the  fubjedt  of  a 
loan.  I  am  afliamed  to  fay  that  I  have  not  been  able, 
with  all  the  felicitations  that  decency  would  countenance, 
cither  to  perfuade  an  houfe  to  undertake  a  loan,  or  a  bro- 
ker to  negociate  it.  The  dread  of  doing  any  thing  which 
ffiould  give  a  color  of  complaint  to  England,  or  of  fur- 
niffiing  the  oppofite  party  with  a  pretence  to  charge  any 
one  with  diredly  or  indiredtly  caufmg  a  war,  has  been 
fuch,  that  no  man  dared  to  undertake  any  thing.     Even 
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at  this  moment,  there  are  fo  many  hopes  of  peace,  and  io 
many  folicitudes  about  being  fupported  by  RulTia,  Swe- 
den, and  Denmark,  that  every  thing  moves  very  heavily. 
I  am  afked  every  day,  with  great  anxiety,  have  you  pow- 
er to  make  a  treaty  with  us  ?  I  anfwer  no  ;  I  have  not ; 
I  have  only  power  to  negociate  a  loan.  I  am  told  that 
by  beginning  my  negociation  for  a  loan,  without  going 
to  the  ftates  general  firft,  and  the  prince  of  Orange,  at 
lead,  without  its  being  known  that  I  have  a  commiffion 
to  treat  with  them,  I  Ihall  fpoil  my  affair.  I  believe  this 
to  be  true,  but  I  cannot  help  it.  I  mud  obey  the  orders 
of  congrefs,  and  bills  of  exchange  will  foon  become  pay- 
able. I  Ihall,  therefore,  try  the  experiment,  with  little 
hopes  of  fuccefs.  I  can  fay  no  more  than  this,  that  con- 
grefs may  depend  upon  it,  they  never  will  obtain  a  loan 
for  any  confiderable  fum  of  money,  until  they  have  a 
minifter  here.  If  a  minifter  is  not  fent,  this  nation,  after 
what  has  paffed,  will  be  difgufted.  It  is  certainly  ill 
policy  to  negleft  a  nation  which  is  more  likely  than  any 
other  to  be  affedionately  attached  to  us,  ae  they  are  the 
centre  of  the  commerce  of  the  world  ;  as  they  are  lovers 
of  liberty,  though  the  form  of  their  government  cannot 
be  faid  to  be  abfolutely  free  ^  and  as  they  are  of  the  pro- 
teftant  religion.  Whether  congrefs  wiil  think  proper  to 
give  the  fame  minifter  power  to  reprefent  them  in  this 
repubhc  and  the  other  powers  of  the  maritime  confedera- 
tion, or  whether  they  will  fend  a  minifter  to  the  eniprefs 
of  Ruffia,  with  authority  to  treat  with  all  the  others,  giv- 
ing at  the  fame  time  a  commiffion  to  another  to  refide 
here,  or  whether  they  will  fend  a  minifter  to  each  of  the 
maritime  powers,  I  muft  fubmit  to  their  wifdom. 

I  have,  this  day,  the  honor  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lovel, 
dated  the  1 2th  of  December,  1780,  enclofmg  a  refolution 
of  congrefs,  of  the  fame  day,  which  does  me  great  honor. 
I  fhall  continue  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  honor 
the  bills  that  have  been  drawn,  and  that  I  have  accepted, 
or  may  accept ;  but  with  very  imperfeft  hopes  of  fuccefs, 
without  the  afTiftance  of  Mr.  Franklin,  or  a  pov/er  to  treat 
upon  political  fubiefts,  and  obtaining  the  countenance  of 
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the  dates.     At  prefent  I  have  no  fuch  power,  and  it  would 
only  make  matters  worfe,  if  I  were  to  afk  any  counte- 
nance from  government.     Moft  of  the  bills  of  the  6th  of 
June,  have  appeared  and  been  accepted  by  me,  upon  the 
confent  of  Mr.  Franklin  to  pay  them,  if  I  cannot.     No 
others  have  as  yet  arrived.     When  they  do,  I  mufl  again 
apply  to  Dr.  Franklin.     If  he  cannot  engage  to  pay  them, 
I  ihall  be  obliged,  for  what  I  fee  at  prefent,  to  let  them 
be  protefted  for  non-accep^tance,  for  it  would  certainly 
be  better  to  have  them  protefted,  than  to  have  the  agent 
for  congrefs  engaged  for  them,  unable  to  pay  them,  fent 
to  prifon,  or  declared  bankrupt.     I  hope,  however,  that 
nothing  fo  difagreeable  will   happen.     I  hope  that  Mr. 
Franklin  will  obtain  of  France  enough   to  pay   them. 
There  is  a  firm  confidence  here,  that  they  will   be  paid 
fonic  way  or  other  ;  for  it  is  certain  there  are  no  bills  in 
better  credit,  or  greater  demand.     They  will  fetch  goods 
or  money  at  any  time,  and  of  almoft  any  perfon.     This 
is  a  great  confolation  to  me,  and  an  excellent  fymptom 
for  the  public." 

Amiterdam,  February  8, 1781,  wrote  to  Mr.  Dana,  at 
Paris,     "  I  had  yefterday  the  pleafure  of  receiving  two 
letters  from  you  :  one  dated  February  i,  and  one  without 
a  date,  written,  as  I  fuppofe,  the  day  before.    With  thefc 
I  received  the  packets  ;   but  there  are  in  them  no  letters 
from  my  v/ife.     The  refolution  of  congrefs  of  the  1 2th  of 
December,  gives  me  great  pleafure,  as  it  proves  that  we  had 
the  good  fortune  to  be  poifefied  of  the  true  principles  of 
congrefs,  and  to  enter  fully  into  their  views  in  the  refolu- 
tions  of  la(t  March,  refpeding  the  paper  money  ;  but  1 
cannot  recolle<5t  what  were  the  two  papers  in  the  dupli- 
cate, more  than  in  the  original.     I  allure  you,  fir,  I  have 
not  had  more  fatisfadion  in  the  refolution,  than  in  the 
affeclionate  manner  in  which  Mr.  Lovel  and  you  have 
couiniunica'Led  it  to  me.     I  am  prepared  in  my  own  mind 
to  receive  from  congrefs  refolutions  of  a  different  nature  ; 
but  of  thefe  we  will  fay  nothing  until  we  fee  them.    [The 
refolutions  here  meant  as  expected,  were  refolutions  of 
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r£cal,  or  at  lead  of  cenfure,  upon  the  petulent  and  ground- 
lefs  complaint  of  Vergennes.] 

I  muit  beg  of  you  to  fend  me  a  key  to  the  cyphers  : 
the  letters  are  wholly  unintelligible  for  want  of  one. 

I  fee  by  the  journal  of  congrefs,  that  we  are  authorifed 
to  accede  to  the  principles  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  ;  but 
I  fmd  no  commillion  for  that  purpofe,  nor  any  refolution 
of  congrefs,  authenticated  by  the  fecretary  or  the  com- 
mittee.    Will  you  talk  with ,  and ,  and ■ 

about  what  is  proper  to  be  done  ? 

All  accounts  from  all  parts  of  America  fliew  that  a 
trreat  fpirit  reigns  triumphant.  A  vigor,  an  elafticity, 
appears  in  all  its  parts,  notwithftanding  the  croaking  of 

,  of -,  and  of .     The  lail  has  been  here, 

and  gone  away  without  doing  me  the  honor  ot  a  vilit. 
The  repulfe  of  Rodney  and  Vaughan  is  a  grand  flroke  ; 
a  balance  for  five  or  fix  Jerfey  affairs.  All  things  in  all 
quarters  confpire  to  fliew  that  the  Englifli  will  have  their 
fili  of  glorious  war.  Gillon's  hour  of  failing  is  uncertain  ; 
not  for  a  long  time,  I  fear.  Do  you  learn  any  thing  oi 
Davis's  arrival  or  capture,  or  lofs  ?  If  I  had  a  commif- 
fion  as  minifter  here,  I  verily  believe  I  could  borrow  mo- 
ney :  without  it,  no  man  ever  will,  in  any  confiderable 

quantity.'* 

Same  day,  February  8,  wrote  to  Mr.  Searle.  "  Yeficr- 
day  I  was  honored  with  your's  of  the  ifl:  of  February.  I 
agree  with  you,  that  affairs  look  very  well  at  borne  ;  but 
what  Ihall  we  do  with  the  croakers?  Is  it  that  thcfe  wretch- 
es are  merely  fuperficial  ?  or  do  they  only  want  to  mag- 
nify their  merit,  in  being  faithful  to  fo  difficult  a  caufc  ? 
Or  are  they  Arnoldized  ?  However,  I  have  had  lo  ioug 
experience  of  many  of  thefe  grunting  grumbletonians, 
that  I  do  not  fufpecl  treafon  when  1  hear  them  figh  and 

groan.  .,,  ?  , 

■  Chefapeake  Bav  is  a  fine  trap.  Our  allies  zvill  help  to 
caich  a  grand fioc'k  of  vu/fures  there,  by  and  by.  I  fiilpecl: 
they  will  all  fiv  there  ;md  to  Charlflfn  foon,  from  New- 
York. 
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Congrefs  are  ameliorating  every  thing.     Their  econo- 
my will  fave  have  half  the  expenfes  of  the  war.     I  wifli 
they  had  redeemed  the  bills  at  feventy  for  one.     I  do  not, 
however,  like  the  penalty  which  Pennfylvania  has  laid 
for  takmg  the  paper  at  lefs  than  filver.     AH  attempt  of 
this  kind  will  be  eluded  and  found  vain.     I  am  a  mortal 
enemy  to  all  embargoes,  regulations  of  prices,  or  violent 
endeavors  to  preferve  the  credit  of  paper.     They  do  no 
good,  but  a  great  deal  of  hurt.     I  fancy  that  American 
grain   will  be  in  demand,  and  Europe  muft  convoy  it 
home,  or  ftarve.     Vermont  will  plague  us  a  little.     I  ex- 
pea  to  hear  that  one  ortwo  there,  are  Arnoldized.     It  is  a 
piece  of  policy  exaftly  equal  to  the  Britifh  geniufes  at  this 
day,  to  bribe  four  or  five  fellows  there,  with  a  little  gold 
iind  a  great  many  fine  promifes  that  they  fhall  enjoy  their 
lands  under  the  Britilh  government.     But  it  will  end  in 
the  flight  of  thefe  devils  ^   UJmoIdaife.     However, 
England  muft  have  a  feries  of  tricks  and  pranks  to  keep 
up  the  fpirit  of  the  poor  mob." 

Same  day,  February  8,  wrote  to  Mr.  Dumas,  (after  in- 
ferting  a  copy  of  the  refolutions  of  congrefs  upon  my  let- 
ter of  the  loth  of  April,  1780.)     "  Thus  you  fee  that  I 
began  the  mifchief,  and  I  affure  you  I  am  ready  to  finifh 
It,  if  properly  invited,  and  a  very  little  invitation  will  do. 
I  am  extremely  pleafed  with  the  modefty  of  the  refolutions 
of  congrefs  upon  the  fubjecT:,  and  not  lefs  fo  with  the 
fubhme  language  in  which  a  young  poetical  genius  firft 
expreffed  his  feelings  in  his  motion.     This  motion  and 
the  refolution  fet  off  one  another.     Pray,  fir,  give  me  your 
opinion  whether  it  is  advifable  for  me  to  take  any  fteps  in 
the  bufmefs  at  prefcnt.     I  think  it  will  be  proper  to  pub- 
lifli  it,  and  if  you  are  of  the  fame  opinion,  you  will  oblige 
me  by  having  the  whole  extrad  printed  as  it  is ;  becaufe 
I  am  very  ambitious  of  the  honor  of  having  occafioned 
fuch  fine  compliments  to  the  emprefs,  and  the  difplay  of 
fo  much  fimple  wifdom  in  congrefs.     We  have  an  abun- 
dance  of  news  from  America,  all  of  which  you  will  fee  in 
the  public  papers,  as  foon  as  you  will  receive  this.     All 
is  well  ftill  in  America." 
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Amfterdam,  February  9,  wrote  to  ■»  "  I  have  this 
day  the  honor  of  your's  of  the  5th.  It  would  be  unwife 
in  congrefs  to  negledl  any  effort  to  Induce  other  powers 
of  Europe  to  acknowledge  our  independence  ;  and  there- 
fore, I  am  fully  of  opinion,  that  at  leaft  one  minifter 
fhould  be  fent  to  treat  with  the  maritime  powers,  or 
rather  the  neutral  union.  For  thefe  powers  will  all  ac- 
knowledge our  independence  at  once,  and  none  of  them 
will  do  it  feparately.  But  Spajn  is  an  horrid  obftacle  to 
every  other  court's  taking  this  flep.  Spain,  which  is 
more  interefled  in  it  even  than  France,  hefitates ;  and 
Jay  is  hung  up  there,  as  I  am  here,  an  objeft  of  ridicule. 
Congrefs  will  not  exhibit  more  of  thefe  objects  than  are 
neceflary.  Every  body  fhakes  his  head,  and  cries,  why 
don't  Spain  acknowledge  your  independence  ?  /  know 
the  reafon  very  well,  but  1  cannot  tell  it.  I  think  that 
reafon  equally  impolitic  and  ungenerous.  But  how  can 
we  help  it  ?" 

Although  prudence  forbad  my  explaining  "  the  reafon'* 
at  that  time,  there  is  no  neceffity  of  conceaHng  it  now.  I 
then  believed,  and  I  ftill  believe,  that  the  policy  of  the 
count  de  Vergennes,  which  exerted  all  its  refources 
through  the  duke  de  la  Vauguion,  at  the  Hague,  to  em- 
barrafs  me,  and  through  the  marquis  of  Verac,  to  obftrud: 
Mr.  Dana  at  Peterfburg,  was  employed  at  Madrid  through 
the  count  Montmorin,  to  retard  Mr.  Jay  ;  for  his  funda- 
mental and  univerfal  principle  appeared  to  be  to  keep  its 
entirely  dependent  on  France. 

Amfterdam,  February  12,  1 78 1 ,  wrote  to  Mr.  Dumas. 
"  I  have  received  your's  of  the  9th  and  loth  of  this 
month.  The  refolution  of  congrefs  is  printed  and  pub- 
lillied  in  their  journal,  and  of  ccurfe  in  all  the  American  . 
newfpapers,  and  all  the  other  newfpapers  of  the  vvorld.  " 
Congrefs  have  a  fecret  journal,  in  which  they  enter  every 
thing  that  they  mean  to  keep  fecret  ;  and  a  public  jour- 
nal, which  is  printed  every  day.  Whatever  is  inferted  in 
this,  congrefs  mean  and  intend  (jiall  be  made  known  im- 
mediately to  all  the  world.     Accordingly,  whatever  any 

European  noYeiift  can  find  in  this  journal,  is  free  bootv. 

/ 
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it  was  neceliary,  moreover,  that  this  reiblution  fhould  be 
publiflied  in  Europe  without  lofs  of  time,  for  the  govern- 
ment of  American  frigates,  privateers  and  letters  of  marqe, 
who,  before  this  rofolution,  did  not  hold  themfelves 
bound  by  the  armed  neutrality,  any  more  than  Spain  does 
now  towards  Denmark.  Again,  a  publication  of  it  here 
was  all  the  ufe  that  could  confiftently  be  made  of  it,  at 
prefent,  as  I  have  not  received  any  authenticated  copy  of 
ihe  refolution,  other  than  the  journal. 

I  know  not  the  motives  which  Mr.  De  Neufville  had, 
in  inviting  you  to  Amfterdam,  unlefs  it  was  for  the  fake 
of  good  coinpany,  which  is  motive  enough.  I  am  now 
very  bufy  in  finifhing  my  plan  of  a  loan.  When  it  is 
done,  1  will  go  to  Leyden,  and  either  wait  on  you  at  the 
Hague,  or  aik  the  favor  of  you  to  meet  me  at  Leyden.  I 
have  it  not  in  my  power  at  prefent  to  do  any  thing  more 
than  Mr.  Franklin  has  done,  that  is,  refer  you  to  congrefs 
refpedingthe  fubjedl  of  money  [i.  e.  the  payment  of  his 
penfion.]  I  think,  however,  it  will  not  be  long  before 
fome  body  or  other  will  have  power  to  decide  upon  that 
matter  here. 

Pray,  have  you  a  cypher  from  Mr.  Lovel  ?  I  have  a 
long  letter  from  him,  which  is  abfolutely  unintelligible  to 
me,  for  want  of  his  cypher." 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

9jiincy^  October  6,  1809. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


OF    THE 


LATE  PRESIDENT   ADAMS. 


No,— 8, 


LETTER  XL VIII. 

AMSTERDAM,  February  15,  1781,  wrote  to  Dr. 
Franklin.  This  morning  the  houfe  of  Botereau  &  Co.  of 
this  city,  prefented  to  me  fixty  fix  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  by  congrefs,  on  the  26th  day  of  Oftober  laft,  in 
favor  of  Nathaniel  Tracy,  of  Newburyport,  amounting  to 
the  fum  of  ten  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  payable  at  nine- 
ty days  fight. 

I  was  obliged  to  aik  the  favor  of  the  houfe  to  wait  until 
r  could  write  to  your  excellency,  to  fee  if  you  can  furnifh 
the  funds  to  difcharge  thefe  bills.  Without  your  war- 
ranty, they  muft  be  protefted  ;  for  I  have  not  yet  obtain- 
ed a  fingle  ducat,  nor  any  certain  affurances  of  one.  I 
have  at  length  fixed  my  plan,  and  when  it  {hall  be  made 
certain  that  the  war  with  England  is  to  continue,  the 
profpedus  will  be  publiflied,  and  the  experiment  tried. 
Some  perfons  think  I  fhall  get  fome  money  ;  but  there 
is  no  certainty  of  it.  If  thfs  people  fhould  make  peace 
with  England,  which  they  will  if  they  can,  we  Ihall'get 
no  money  at  all.  I  think,  however,  that  a  peace  is  inv 
poffible,  and  therefore  am  not  without  hopes  of  borrowing 
fome  money.  I  muft  requeft  the  honor  of  your  excellen- 
cy's anfwer  by  the  return  of  poll  ;  becaufe  at  that  time, 
Mr.  Botereau  will  exped  an  anfwer  from  me." 
54 
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uam,  February  — ,   1781,  wrote  to  Mr.  Bicker, 
.ar  queftions  to  me  to  day,  have  induced  me  to  com- 
icate  to  you,  in  confidence,  a  copy  of  my  commiflion. 
I         „^^  ^1^^  ^jj.jg  q£  ambaffador,  nor  of 

)f  this  commiflion, 

lave  I  in  exprels  woiua,  j. :o  make  a  treaty  of 

'' '  ^d  commerce,  much  lefs  a  treaty  of  alliance  offen- 
'-efenfive.     My  power  is  to  negociate  a  loan. 
But  u  be  negociated  with  any  perfon  or  perfons, 

bodies  p  ind  corporate,  and  the  congrefs  promifes 

in  good  fa  a  to  ratify  and  confirm  whatever  (hall  be  done 
by  me  in  the  premifes,  or  relating  thereto.  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, Mr.  Deane  and  Mr.  Lee,  who  made  a  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce,  and  another  of  alliance  offenfive  and  de- 
fenfive  with  the  king  of  France,  had  not  by  their  com- 
miflion the  title  of  ambafladors,  nor  of  minift:ers  plenipo- 
tentiary. Now  if  it  is  neceflary  to  make  a  treaty  in  order 
to  obtain  a  loan,  I  fuppofe  I  have  the  power  to  do  it,  and 
accordingly  I  would  readily  enter  into  conferences  upon 
the  fubje6l,  and  if  we  could  agree  upon  the  terms,  one 
article  of  which  fliould  be  a  loan,  I  would  not  hefitate  to 
execute  a  treaty,  and  I  fliould  have  no  doubt  of  the  rati- 
fication of  congrefs.  You  have,  however,  a  copy  of  my 
commiflion,  and  you  may  judge  for  yourfelf  how  exten- 
five  the  powers  are,  which  it  contains.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  your  fliewing  it  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  you 
think  proper,  in  confidence." 

At  this  time  I  gave  up  my  lodgings  at  Amfl:erdam,  and 
removed  to  Leyden,  where  on  the  25th  of  February, 
1781,  I  received  from  the  prefident  of  congrefs  the  fol- 
lowing letter  : 

"  Philadelphia^  January  i,  1781. 
"  Sir — You  will  receive  herewith  enclofed,  a  commil- 
fion  as  minifl:er  plenipotentiary  to  the  United  Provinces 
of  the  low  countries,  with  inftrudions  for  your  govern- 
ment on  that  important  miflion,  as  alfo  a  plan  of  a  treaty 
with  thofe  dates  ;  and  likewife  a  refolve  of  congrefs  rela- 
tive to  the  declaration  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  refpeding 
the  protedion  of  neutral  fliips,  &c. 
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"  Proper  letters  of  credence  on  the  fubjed  of  your 
mliTion,  will  be  forwarded  by  the  next  conveyance  ;  but 
it  is  thought  inexpedient  to  delay  the  prefent  difpatches 
on  that  account.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  high- 
efl  refpect  and  efteem,  fir,  your  moft  obedient  and  mofl 
humble  fervant, 

"  SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  Prefident, 
''  The  Hon.  John  Adams^  ^h" 

With  this  letter  I  received  my  commilfion  as  minifler 
plenipotentiary  to  their  high  mightinefles,  dated  the  29th 
day  of  December,  1780;  and  the  refolution  of  congrefs 
of  the  5th  of  Odober,  1780,  authorifing  their  minifters 
to  accede  to  the  armed  neutrality,  both  of  which  docu- 
ments you  have  already  printed  in  the  Patriot.  Soon 
after  the  receipt  of  them,  I  returned  to  Amfterdam,  and 
took  lodgings  again  in  the  city  tavern. 

Arms  of  Amfterdam,  March  i,  1781,  wrote  to  Mr. 
Bicker.  "  I  received  your  letter  at  Leyden,  enclofmg  the 
copy  I  had  the  honor  to  fend  you,  and  thank  you  for 
your  judgment  of  its  extent  and  import. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  on  my  return 
to  Amfterdam,  the  25th  of  February,  I  received  a  letter 
from  congrefs,  enclofmg  another  commiffion,  in  proper 
form,  containing  full  powers  to  treat  with  their  high 
mightinefles,  and  to  conclude  and  fign  a  treaty.  I  re- 
ceived alfo  authority  to  accede  to  the  principles  of  the 
armed  neutrality. 

I  fhould  now  be  ftill  more  obliged  by  your  candid 
opinion  of  what  is  the  beft  courfe  for  me  to  purfue." 

Same  day,  March  1,  wrote  to  Mr.  Dumas.  "The 
letters  I  receired  at  Leyden,  obliged  me  to  leave  you 
fooner  than  I  intended  ;  but  I  fhall  foon  fee  you  again  at 
the  Hague.  I  have  received  important  difpatches  from 
congrefs,  upon  which  I  want  your  advice.  I  hope  it  is 
no  bad  news.  You  will  fay  nothing  ;  refled  well  upon 
the  times,  and  be  prepared  to  anfwer  me  ferious  queftions 
upon  pubhc  affairs.  Nothing  perfonal,  nor  felfifh,  nor 
little.     I  fliall  fee  you  in  the  courfe  0/  next  week,  if  no- 


392 

thing  turns  up  to  prevent  it,  which  I  do  not  torelee. 
Raife  not  your  expedations  too  high.  Remember  JV/7 
AdmirariJ'^ 

I  foon  returned  to  Leyden,  and  determined  to  begin 
by  communicating  the  refolutiou  of  congrefs  to  the  am- 
balTadors  of  the  neutral  courts ;  firft  to  that  from  Ruflia. 

Leyden,  March  8,  1781. 
"  Sir — I  have  lately  received  from  congrefs,  as  one 
of  their  minifters  plenipotentiary,  their  refolution  of  the 
5th  of  0£tober  lafl,  relative  to  the  rights  of  neutral  vef- 
felsj  a  copy  of  vi^hich  I  do  myfelf  the  honor  to  enclofe  to 
your  excellency,  as  the  reprefentative  of  one  of  the  high 
contrafting  parties  to  the  marine  treaty  lately  concluded , 
concerning  this  fubjedt.  As  I  am  fixed  by  my  duty,  for 
the  prefent,  to  this  part  of  Europe,  I  have  no  other  way  of 
communicating  this  meafure  of  congrefs  to  the  northern 
courts,  but  by  the  favor  of  their  minifters  in  this  republic. 
I  muft  therefore  requeft  of  your  excellency,  if  there  is  no 
impropriety  in  it,  to  tranfmit  the  refolution  to  the  min- 
ifter  of  foreign  affairs  of  her  imperial  majefty. 

Your  excellency  will  permit  me  to  add,  that  I  (hould 
efteem  myfelf  very  fortunate  to  be  the  inftrument  of 
pledging  in  form  the  faith  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, to  a  reformation  in  the  maritime  lav-'  of  nations, 
which  does  fo  much  honor  to  the  prefent  age.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greateft  refpect  and  confidera- 
tion,  fir,  your  excellency's  moft  obedient  and  moft  hum- 
ble fervant,  ,  JOHN  ADAMS. 
His  excellency  the  prince  de  Gallietzin, 

minijler  -plenipotentiary  of  her  ma- 

jejly  the  emprefs  of  Rujfia^  at  the 

Hague. ^^ 

"  Leyden^  March  8,  1781. 

"  Sir — I  have  received  from  congrefs,  as  one  of  their 
minifters  plenipotentiary,  their  refolution  of  the  5th  of 
Oftober  laft,  relative  to  the  rights  of  neutral  veflels,  a 
copy  of  which  I  do  myfelf  the  honor  to  enclofe  to  your 
excellency,  as  minifter  of  one  of  the  hig,h  contrading 
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parties  to  the  marine  treaty  lately  concluded,  concerning 
this  fubjeft. 

As  I  have  no  other  way  of  communicating  this  meafure 
of  congrefs  to  the  northern  courts,  but  by  favor  of  their 
miniflers  in  this  republic,  I  muil  requeft  your  excellency 
to  tranfmit  it  to  the  minifter  of  foreign  affairs  of  his  ma- 
jefty  the  king  of  Sweden. 

Permit  me  to  add,  that  I  fhould  think  myfelf  very  happy 
to  be  the  means  of  engaging,  in  form,  the  faith  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  to  the  obfervance  of  a  treaty  which 
forms  an  epocha  in  the  hiftory  of  commerce,  and  muft 
have  confequences  fo  beneficial  to  mankind. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatefl;  refpecl  and 
confideration,  fir,  your  excellency's  moft  obedient  and 
moft  humble  fervant,  JOHN  ADAMS. 

His  excellency  the  baron  D* Ehrenfwerd, 

envoy  of  his  majejiy  the  king  of  Sweden^ 

at  the  Hague.'* 

'■^  Ley  den,  March  8,  178 1. 

"  Sir — I  have  received,  as  minifter  plenipotentiary 
from  the  United  States  of  America,  a  refolution  of  con- 
grefs of  the  5th  of  Odober  laft,  relative  to  the  rights  of 
neutral  veffels,  a  copy  of  which  I  do  myfelf  the  honor  to 
enclofe  to  your  excellency,  as  the  minifter  of  one  of  the 
high  contracting  parties  to  the  marine  treaty  lately  conclu- 
ded, concerning  this  fubjed. 

As  I  have  no  other  way  of  communicating  this  meafure 
of  congrefs  to  the  northern  courts,  but  by  favor  of  their 
minifters  here,  I  muft  requeft  your  excellency  to  tranfmit 
it  to  the  minifter  of  foreign  affairs  of  his  majefty  the  king 
of  Denmark. 

Your  excellency  will  give  me  leave  to  add,  that  I 
fhould  efteem  it  a  very  high  honor  to  be  the  means  ot 
engaging,  in  form,  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to  the 
obfervance  of  regulations  of  fo  much  importance  to  a  free 
communication  by  fea,  between  all  nations.  With  the 
greateft  refpeft  and  confideration,  &c.  JOHN  ADAMS. 
His  excellency  the  baron  De  St.  Saphorin, 

envoy  of  his  majejiy  the  king  of  Den- 
mark^ at  the  Hague.** 
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MEMORIAL 

To  their  high  mightinefles  the  flates  general  of  the  Uni- 
ted Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

The  fubfcriber,  a  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  the 
United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to  lay  before 
your  high  mightineifes,  as  one  of  the  high  contrading 
parties  to  the  marine  treaty  lately  concluded,  relative  to 
the  rights  of  neutral  veflels,  a  refolution  of  congrefs  of 
the  5th  of  October  laft,  concerning  the  fame  fubjed. 

As  the  American  revolution  furnifhed  the  occafion  of 
a  reformation  in  the  maritime  law  of  nations,  of  fo  much 
importance  to  a  free  communication  among  mankind  by 
fea,  the  fubfcriber  hopes  it  may  not  be  thought  improper, 
that  the  United  States  (hnuld  become  parties  to  it,  enti- 
tled to  its  benefits,  and  fubjedled  to  its  duties.  To  this 
end,  the  fubfcriber  has  the  honor  of  requefling  that  the 
refolution  of  congrefs  may  be  taken  into  the  confideration 
of  your  high  mightineifes,  and  tranfmitted  to  the  courts 
of  Ruflia,  Sweden  and  Denmark.  The  fubfcriber  begs 
leave  to  fubjoin,  that  he  fhould  elleem  it  one  of  the  mofl 
fortunate  events  of  his  life,  if  this  propofition  (hould  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  your  high  mightinefles  and  the 
other  powers  who  are  parties  to  the  neutral  confederation, 
and  he  be  admitted  as  the  inflrument  of  pledging  the  faith 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  obfervance  of  regulations 
which  do  fo  much  honor  to  the  prefent  age. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

The  Hague,  8th  March,  1781." 

"  Ley  den,  March  8,  1781. 

'*  Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  enclofe  a  copy  of  a  refolu- 
tion of  congrefs  of  the  5th  of  October  lafl ;  and  to  in- 
form your  excellency,  that  I  have  this  day  communicated 
it  to  their  high  mightineifes  the  flates  general  of  the  Uni- 
ted Provinces,  and  to  the  miniflers  of  the  courts  of  RufTia, 
Sweden  and  Denmark,  at  the  Hague. 

Your  excellency  will  permit  me  to  hope  for  your  con- 
currence, as  there  may  be  occafion,  in  fupport  of  this 
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meafure  ;  and  to  affure  you  of  the  great  refped  and  con- 
fideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fir,  your 
excellency's  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

His  excellency  the  duke  de  la  Vauguion, 
ambajfador  of  France^  at  the  Hague.'* 

''Leyden,  March  8,  1781. 
"Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  enclole  a  refolution  of 
congrefs  of  the  5th  of  Odober  lad,  and  to  inform  you 
that  I  have  this  day  communicated  it  to  their  high  migh- 
tinefles  the  dates  general,  and  to  the  minifters  of  Ruffia, 
Sweden  and  Denmark,  at  the  Hague.  With  the  greateft 
refped,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fir,  your  moft  obedient 
and  moft  humble  fervant,  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Mr.  M.  Van  Berckel,  Jirji  counfellor 
penfionary  of  the  city  of  Amfierdam*'' 

"  Leyden,  March  8,  1781. 
"  Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  enclofe  a  refolution  of 
congrefs  of  the  5th  of  Odober  laft,  and  to  acquaint  you 
that  I  have  this  day  communicated  it  to  their  high  migh- 
tineffes  the  ftates  general,  and  to  their  excellencies  the 
minifters  of  the  courts  of  Ruffia,  Sweden  and  Denmark, 
at  the  Hague.  With  great  refpe6t,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  fir,  your  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

Mr.  Vijfer^  counfellor  penfionary  of  the 
city  of  Amjierdam,  at  the  Hague." 

Thefe  papers  I  fent  to  Mr.  Dumas,  at  the  Hague,  to 
be  all  delivered  with  his  own  hand,  an  office  with  which 
he  was  extremely  delighted,  becaufe  as  he  faid  it  enabled 
him  "  a  commencer  a  jouer  un  Ree  public."  / 

Leyden,  March  8,  1 78 1 ,  wrote  to  Mr.  Dumas.  "  Dear 
fir,  I  fend  you  the  letters.  If  any  thing  is  necelfar-y  t.o 
be  added  to  the  memorial,  before  the  lignature,  you  w/ll 
be  fo  good  as  to  add  it.  I  ffiould  be  obliged  to  you  for 
a  line  by  the  bearer,  in  return,  and  the  news,  if  any.  My 
lirft  demarche,  you  fee,  is  on  the  prince's  birth  dav,  wliich 
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is  no  doubt,  a  good  omen,  both  to  his  highnefs  and  your 
fervant.     You  will  peafe  to  put  a  wafer  under  the  feals. 

^  JOHN  ADAMS. 

^incy,Ociober  6,  iSog. 


LETTER  XLIX. 

Ley  den,  March  10,1781,  wrote  to  commodore  Gillon. 
"  1  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  me  on  the  8th  of  this  month,  requefling  me  to  fur- 
nifh  you  with  fifty  obligations  of  the  United  States,  to 
enable  you  to  difcharge  the  debts  of  the  (hips,  of  which 
you  have  the  command,  in  the  fervice  of  the  ftate  of  South 

Carolina.  ,    „   , 

I  have  confidered  your  letter,  fir,  and  all  the  arguments 
contained  in  it,  with  all  that  attention  and  refpeft  which 
is  due  to  your  charad^er,  and  to  the  ftate  in  whofe  fervice 
you  are  ;  but  the  more  I  have  reflefted  upon  them,  the 
more  clearly  I  have  been  convinced  of  the  impropriety  ot 
my  confenting  to  what  you  requeft.  It  would  be  an  ille- 
gal  and  unconftitutional  Hep  ;  without  the  color  of  au- 
thority. It  would  be  a  precedent  that  would  not  only  be 
pernicious,  but  ruinous  to  the  United  States.  In  ihort, 
it  would  be  no  better  than  an  embezzlement  of  the  public 
money  ;  to  fay  this,  is  quite  fufficient  to  juftify  my  final 

refufal.  .  r        •  *.u  « 

I  might  add  to  this,  confiderations  of  various  other 
kinds ;  but  they  are  unneceffary,  and  it  would  be  impro- 
per forme  to  mention  in  this  letter,  things  which  ought 
to  be  kept  fecret.  I  am  myfelf  in  a  fituation  much  more 
deplorable  than  yours  ;  becaufe  the  danger  to  the  public 
credit  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  is  certamly  ot  more 
confequence,  and  more  melancholy,  than  the  danger  or 
lofs  of  a  fingle  fhip,  whether  flie  belongs  to  the  Umted 
S  ^ates  or  any  one  of  them.  If  this  whole  matter  were  to 
be  laid  before  congrefs,  the  delegates  from  South  Caroli- 
na themfelves,  would  be  the  firft  to  juftify  me.  1  teel 
for  you  and  your  difappointment.   I  know  your  exertions. 
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But  this  can  be  no  excufe  for  me,  to  do  a  wrong  thing, 
knowing  it  to  be  fo." 

Same  day,  March  lo,  wrote  to  Mr.  Dumas.  *'  I  am 
obliged  to  you  for  your  note  of  the  9th,  and  now  enclofe 
you  the  copies  I  promifed  of  the  refolve  of  5th  of  Oaober 

1780."  _. 

Leyden,  March  1 1,  1781,  wrote  to  Dr.  Cooper.  "This 
is  merely  an  introdudion  to  the  conful  of  France,  mon- 
fieur  de  L'Etombe  ;  a  charafter  that  I  think  will  pleafe  m 
Bofton  ;  without  pomp,  vanity  or  affedation  ;  a  fenfible 
and  agreeable  man. 

The  emperor  of  Germany  and  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  are 
meditating,  but  to  no  pGrpofe.  England  is  only  laboring 
to  embroil  all  Europe.  The  Dutch  are  iighing  and  pray- 
ing for  peace  ;  but  they  cannot  obtain  it." 

Leyden,  March  11,1781,  wrote  to  the  honorable  Sam- 
uel Adams.  "  I  have  only  time  to  introduce  to  you  Mr. 
De  L'Etombe,  conful  of  France,  to  refide  at  Bofton,  for 
the  northern  ftates.  I  think  America  will  find  in  this 
gentleman  a  worthy,  able  friend^of  his  own  country  and 
of  ours. 

The  nation  with  whom  I  refide  is  in  a  critical  fituation. 
Our  affairs  here  are  jn  the  fame  ftate  of  fufpenfe  with 
their  own.  I  can  promife  nothing  with  refpetl  to  money, 
commerce  or  politics.  Time  alone  ;  a  good  deal  of  time 
too,  can  determine.  Be  aifured  I  have  great  need  of  pa- 
tience." 

Leyden,  March  11,  178 1,  wrote  to  Mr.De  L'Etombe 
at  Paris.  "  I  received  your  favors  of  February  4th  and 
28th,  but  to  day.  I  am  much  obliged  to  you,  for  giving 
me  the  opportunity  offending  the  enclofed  letters  to  you. 
1  am  much  afraid  my  letters  will  not  reach  Paris  before 
your  departure.  You  will  be  able  to  tell  my  countrymen 
more  than  I  know  of  public  affairs,  I  beg  you  to  warn 
them  againft  all  expeftations  of  peace.  The  appearances 
of  it  are  all  deceitfully  thrown  out  by  the  English,  who 
are,  under  pretence  of  it,  endeavoring  (o  embroil  all  Eu- 
rope.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  fmcereft  wifhes 
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for  your  good  voyage,  and  with  the  greateft  efteem  and 
refpea,  &c." 

Leyden,  March  ii,  1781,  wrote  to  Ifaac  Smith,  Efq. 
"  Your  favor  of  the  i8th  of  December,  reached  me  to 
day.  I  lament  the  lofs  of  my  letters  by  Davis.  I  thank 
you  for  the  kind  news  of  my  family.  Mr.  Guild  is  taken, 
and  all  my  letters,  &c.  fent  by  him  loft. 

I  wilh  I  could  give  you  any  good  news,  efpecially  of 
peace.  But  alas  !  there  is  no  hope  of  it.  The  Englifh 
are  labonng  with  all  their  art  and  might  to  fpread  the 
flames  of  war,  through  all  Europe.  I  know  not  that  they 
would  get  or  welofe  any  advantage  by  that  ;  butfuch  is 
at  prclent  their  incendiary  temper. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  that  the  army  is  to  be  placed  on  a 
more  permanent  footing.  I  wifh  to  know  the  ftate  of  com- 
merce and  privateering.  Your  letters,  via  Spain,  always 
reach  me.  This  will  go  by  Mr.  De  LTtombe,  the  new 
conlul,  a  valuable  man.     So  thinks  yours,  &c." 

Leyden,  March  11,  178 1,  wrote  to  MeflVs.  John  De 
Neuf ville  and  fon.  "  I  received  this  morning  your  favor 
of  yefterday,  with  its  enclofures.  You  feem  to  think  that 
the  loan  has  been  opened  too  foon  :  but  I  am  not  of  that 
opinion.  Better  too  foon  than  too  late.  If  it  had  been 
too  late,  you  fee,  the  time  would  have  been  pafled,  and 
could  never  be  recalled.  But  if  it  is  only  too  foon,  there 
IS  nothing  wanting  but  a  little  patience  to  wait,  and  the 
true  time  will  come  in  its  courfe. 

I  fliould  be  obliged  to  you  to  fend  along  the  obligations 
as  foon  as  convenient,  that  I  may  fign  them  and  difpofe 
of  them.  I  can  find  perfons  in  my  travels  who  will  take 
them  and  give  me  the  money  for  them.  I  think  to  ftand 
my  own  broker,  undertaker,  and  banker.  I  fhould  be 
obliged  to  you,  if  you  would  counterfign  fome  of  the 
obligations  before  you  fend  them  to  me,  becaufe  there 
are  perlons  ready  to  take  fome  of  them.  Do  not  be 
am u led.  The  mediation  of  Rii/fm  cannot  interrupt  or  re- 
tard our  affair.  If  that  mediation  produces  nothing  and 
the  war  goes  on,  it  will  not  affed  our  loan.  If  it  produ- 
ces an  acknowledgment  of  American  independence,  and 
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the  right  of  neutral  veffels,  as  It  Is  given  out  that  It  will, 
fureiy  this  will  not  retard  our  loan.  In  all  cafes,  be  not 
deceived.  I  will  not.  My  bufinefs  is  to  try  the  experiment , 
in  order  to  know,  whether  we  have  credit  and  friends  or  not. 
If  we  find  we  have  not,  there  is  no  harm  done.  Every 
one  in  that  cafe  will  follow  his  own  tafte,  which  you  know 
there  is  no  difputing." 

Upon  this  letter  a  few  notes  may  be  neceflary.    I  found 
by  experience,  that  there  was  in  Holland  a  public  and  a 
fecret  dodrine  among  the  merchants,  capitalifts  and  bro- 
kers, like  thofe  of  the  ancient  Egyptian  priefts  :  and  I  am 
afraid  there  is  fomething  too  much  like  it  in  all  countries, 
and  in  all  ages  in  fociety,  which  fometimes  greatly  em- 
barraffes    honefl  men  and  fincere  enquirers  after  truth. 
A  very  refpedlable  gentleman  told  me,  "  If,  fir,  you  were 
to  write  me  a  letter  and  afk  my  opinion  whether  Mr.  De 
Neufville's  houfe  is  a  folid  houfe,  and  Mr.  De  Neufville's 
credit  a  folid  credit,  I  Ihould  anfwer  you  in  the  affirmative. 
Yes,  a  very  folid  houfe,  and  a  very  folid  credit.    Neverthe- 
lefs  I  caution  you,  in  confidence,  to  have  a  care."    Mr.  De 
Neufville  was  generally,  and  I  believe  juflly,  reputed  an 
honefl  well  meaning  man  :  but  the  knowing  ones  thought 
he  had  not  a  clear  head,  and  remembered  various  injudi- 
cious fpeculations  in  which  he  had  been  engaged,  which 
had  proved  very  difadvantageous  to  him.    Such,  however, 
was  his  public  reputation,  that  I  flill  flattered  myfelf  he 
would  obtain  fomething  to  help  me  difcharge  my  Ameri- 
can bills,  and  leffen  the  burden  on  the  court  of  France, 
and  in  this  I  was  encouraged  by  Mr.  Luzac,  Mr.  Dumas, 
and   feveral  others  of    my  friends,    which  occafioned 
my  writing  as  I  did  in  this  letter.     Again  there  was  an 
ambitious  burgomafter  in  Amflerdam,  Mr.  Rendorp,  fe- 
cretly  in  the  interefl  of  the  fladtholder  and  the  Englilh, 
who  found  means   upon  this  occafion   and  upon  feveral 
others,  to  infmuate  difcouragement  to  Mr.  De  Neufville. 
And  at  this  time  he  began  to  find  by  experience,  that  he 
fhould  difpofe  of  very  few,  if  any,  of  my  obligations,  and 
was  very  defirous  that  I  fhould  impute  his  ill  fuccefs,  to 
the  hopes  of  peace  held  out  by  a  confufed  rumor  which 
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began  to  fpread  in  Europe,  of  an  intended  mediation  of 
tiie  two  imperial  courts.  After  all,  whatever  was  the 
caufe,  my  hopes  were  blafled,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Mr.  De 
Neufville.  I  obtained  only  the  three  thoufand  guilders 
which  Mr.  Luzac  had  promifed  me  ;  and  Mr.  De  Neuf- 
ville obtained  only  two  thoufand  among  all  his  friends. 

Leyden,  March  12,1781,  wrote  to  Mr.  Dana,  at  Paris. 
"  I  know  not  whether  I  have  anfwered  your  letter  of  the 
1 2th  of  February  ;  that  of  the  25th  came  to  me  yefterday. 
The  letter  enclofed  was  from  Mr.  Ifaac  Smith,  of  the  1 8th 
of  December.  He  fays  they  were  bufily  employed  in 
raifing  their  quota  for  the  army  during  the  war,  or  for 
three  years,  and  that  the  other  dates  were  doing  the  fame. 
He  fays,  Mrs.  Dana  was  well  a  few  days  before  ;  and  that 
Davis  had  arrived,  after  having  thrown  over  his  letters, 
being  chafed  by  an  American.  This  is  all.  I  have  letters 
from  the  prefident  and  Lovel  j  the  laft  unintelligible,  be. 
caufe  in  cyphers  ;  but  inexplicable  to  me  by  his  own  cy- 
pher. It  is  fome  difmal  ditty  about  my  letters  of  the  26th 
July  ;  I  know  not  what. 

But  my  dear  fir,  I  haflen  to  the  moft  interefting  part 
of  your  letter,  your  projed  of  a  re-paifage  of  the  moun- 
tains. I  fhudder  at  the  thought  of  it,  when  I  confider 
what  a  bad  traveller  you  are,  and  that  robbers  by  the  way 
may  take  you  to  their  dens.  I  know  not  how  to  part 
with  you.  I  want  your  advice  now  conftantly  every  day  ; 
yet  1  think  you  are  doing  more  good  where  you-  are,  than 
you  could  here.  I  know  that  by  converfation  with  con- 
grefs,  you  might  do  good,  but  there  are  fo  many  hazards, 
that  1  dare  not  advife  you.  I  think  with  you,  that  we 
ihall  have  nothing  to  do  in  our  principal  department ;  yet 
the  mediation  of  the  emperor  and  emprefs  feems  to  require  at- 
tentionfrojn  us  ;  although  I  am  perfuaded  it  is  only  the 
artifice  of  England  to  embroil  all  Europe. 

I  will  communicate  to  you  a  fecret.  Let  it  be  kept  {o. 
I  have  received  a  commiflion  dated  the  28th  of  December, 
for  this  republic.  I  want  your  advice,  but  I  can  afk  it  by 
letter,  while  you  are  at  Paris.  I  fuppofe  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  congrefs,  that  I  lliould  employ  Dumas,  as  my  fec« 
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retary  here,  but  have  no  orders  or  hints  about  it.  There 
is  no  commiflion  to  him,  which  makes  me  think  that  con- 
grefs  intended  I  fliould  be  at  liberty  to  employ  him  or  not, 
as  I  Ihall  judge  proper.  I  fuppofe  congrefs  intended  to 
leave  the  way  open  to  employ  him  by  their  not  fending  a 
commiffion  to  you.  Upon  the  whole  I  know  not  how 
to  advife  you.  We  will  confider  of  it,  a  little  longer,  if 
you  pleafe. 

I  can  give  no  aflurances,  or  lively  hopes  of  money  or 
friendlhip,  in  this  country.     They  are  furious  for  peace. 
Multitudes  are  for  peace  with  England  at  any  rate  ;  even 
at  the  expenfe  and  rifque  of  joining   them  in  the  war 
againil  France,  Spain,  America,  and  all  the  reft.     They 
are  in  a  torpor,  a  ftupor,  fuch  as  I  never  faw  any  people 
in  before.     But  they  cannot  obtain  peace  with  England, 
on  any  other  terms  than  joining  her  in  the  war,  and  this 
they  will  not,  becaufe  they  cannot,  do.    I  fometimeS  think 
their  afFedions  would  lead  them  to  do  it,  if  they  dared." 
Leyden,  March  17,  1781,  wrote  to  Mr.  Dumas.     "  I 
have  received  this  morning  your  favor  of  the  16th,  en- 
dowing a  polite  letter  from  the  duke  de  la  Vauguion.     I 
hope  to  receive  another  from  you  this  evening,  and  that 
it  will  contain  an  account  of  the  fate  of  my  memorial. 
Has  it  been  laid  before  their  high  mightineffes  or  not  r 
And  what  was  done  with  it  ?     Pray,  has  the  prefident, 
by  the  conftitution  of  this  country,  a  right  to  pocket,- 
fupprefs,  or  deliver  to  the  ftadtholder,  papers  addreffed 
to  their  high  mightlnefles  ? 

Is  the  delufion  almoft  over  ?  When  will  mankind 
ceafe  to  be  the  dupes  of  the  infidious  artifices  ot  a  Brit- 
ifh  minifter,  and  ftockjobber  ?  Peace  is  a  tub  eafily 
thrown  out,  for  the  amufement  of  the  whale,  while  the 
minifter  opens  his  budget,  concerts  his  taxes  and  con- 
tracts for  his  loan,  and  the  tub  never  fails  to  be  taken  for 
afifli. 

This  is  the  beft  place  for  bufmefs  in  the  world.  I  have 
written  my  name  to  papers  (obligations  and  coupons) 
eight  or  nine  thoufand  times  fince  I  faw  you.  Pray  do 
you  know  whether  Mr.  De  Neufville  has  any  perfon  at 
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the  Hague  to  difpofe  of  my  obligations  ?  If  he  has  not, 
will  you  think  of  a  proper  perfon  as  a  broker  or  under- 
taker, or  both,  and  inform  me  ? 

Of  the  letter  from  the  French  ambaflador,  acknowl- 
edged to  be  received  in  the  foregoing  letter  to  Mr.  Du- 
mas, the  following  is  a  literal  tranflation.  Knowing  per- 
fedliy  well  the  game  of  the  count  de  Vergennes  and  his 
ambaffador,  it  was  precifely  what  I  expelled. 

The  Hague ^  this  14th  March,  178 1. 
I  have  received,  fir,  the  letter  which  you  have  done  me 
the  honor  to, write  me,  as  well  as  the  copy  ofthe  rcfolution 
of  the  congrefs  of  the  United  States  of  North  America, 
which  accompanied  it.  You  inform  me  that  you  have  made 
a  minifterial  communication  of  it  to  the  prefident  of  the 
affembly  of  the  flates  general,  as  well  as  to  the  envoys  of 
the  courts  of  Peterfburg,  Stockholm,  and  Copenhagen. 
And  you  requeft  me  to  fupport  this  meafure  with  my 
good  offices.  I  am  perfuaded,  fir,  that  you  perfectly 
perceive  the  impoflibility  in  which  I  am,  of  feconding  it, 
without  the  exprefs  order  of  the  king,  whatever  may  be 
my  perfonal  zeal  for  the  true  interefl  of  North  America. 
Receive,  fir,  the  very  fincere  aflurance  of  the  fentiments 
ofthe  mod  diftinguifhed  confideration,  with  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  your  mofl  humble  and  moft  obedient 
fervant, 

THE  DUKE  DE  LA  VAUGUION. 
'To  Mr,  jfoHN  Adams,  ?iiini/ier  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  at  Leyden. 

Ley  den,  March  18,  178 1,  wrote  to  congrefs.  "  At 
length,  notwithflanding  the  mediation  of  the  emprefs  of 
RufTia,  the  flates  general  have  publifhed  the  following 
manifeflo.  It  is  entitled  the  counter  manifefto  of  the 
flates  general  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Coun- 
tries. 

If  ever  the  annals  of  the  world  have  furnifhed  an  ex- 
ample of  a  free  and  independent  ftate  hoflilely  attacked 
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in  the  manner  the  mofl  unjuft,  and  without  the  lead  ap- 
pearance of  juftice  or  equity,  by  a  neighboring  power, 
long  in  alliance  and  ftridly  conneded  by  ties  founded 
upon  common  intereft,  it  is  without  controverfy,  the  re- 
public of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries, 
which  finds  itfelf  in  this  cafe,  in  relation  to  his  majelly^ 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  his  miniftry. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  troubles,  arifen  between 
that  kingdom  and  its  colonies  in  America,  their  high 
mightineifes,  by  no  means  obliged  to  take  the  fmalleft 
part  in  them,  had  formed  the  firm  and  invariable  defign 
to  adopt  and  to  follow,  in  relation  to  the  troubles,  the 
fyllem  of  the  moft  perfeft  and  the  moft  exad  neutrality. 
And  when  the  fame  troubles  had  afterwards  enkindled  a 
war,  which  extended  itfelf  to  more  than  one  power,  and 
fpread  itfelf  to  more  than  one  part  of  the  world,  their 
high  mightineifes  have  conftantly  obferved  and  main- 
tained the  fame  fyftem,  while  at  the  fame  time  thev  have 
not  negleded  to  give  on  more  than  one  occafion,  and  rel- 
ative to  moft  elfential  objeds,  the  moft  convincing 
proofs  of  their  fincere  difpofition  to  fatisfy  the  defires  o1' 
his  majefty  as  far  as  they  could  advance,  without  wound- 
ing the  rules  of  impartiality,  and  without  compromifing 
the  right  of  their  fovereignty.  It  was  in  thefe  views,  and 
to  this  end,  that  their  high  mightineifes  at  firft,  and  at 
the  firft  requifition  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  publifhed 
prohibitions  the  moft  exprefs,  againft  the  exportation  of 
military  ftores  to  the  colonies  of  his  majefty  in  America, 
and  againft  all  fraudulent  commerce  with  the  fame  colo- 
nics :  and  to  the  end  that  thefe  prohibitions  fhould  be 
executed  the  more  effeaually,  their  high  mightineifes  did 
not  hefitate,^  moreover,  to  take  meafures,  which  did  not 
fail  to  reftrain  and  confine,  very  greatly,  the  navigation 
and  the  commerce  of  their  own  fubjeds,  with  the  colonies 
of- the  ftate  in  the  V/eft  Indies.  It  was  moreover  in  the 
fame  views  and  to  the  fame  end,  that  their  high  mighti- 
neifes fent  orders  the  moft  precife,  to  all  the  governoir. 
and  commanders  of  their  colonies,  and  of  their  eftabliili- 
ments,  as  well  as  to  all  the  officers,  commanders  of  their 
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veflels  of  war,  to  take  fpeclal  care,  to  do  nothing  towafds 
the  flag  of  the  American  congrels,  from  whence  they 
might  lawfully  infer  or   deduce,  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  independence  of  the  faid  colonies.     And  it  was,  above 
all,  in  thefe  views  and  to  this  end,  that  their  high  mighti- 
nelles,  having  received  a  memorial,  which  was  prefented 
to  them  by  the  ambalTador  of  England,  containing  com- 
plaints  the  mod  fpirited  againfl;  the  governor  of  St.  Eufta- 
tia,  condefcended  to  deliberate  concerning  this  memorial - 
although  conceived  in  terms  little  accommodated  to  thofe 
refpeas,  which  lovereign  powers  reciprocally  owe  to  each 
other.     This  deliberation  was  foon  followed  by  the  recall 
of  the  faid  governor,  to  render  an  account  of  his  conduft 
to  their  high  mightineffes,  and  whom  they  did  not  permit 
to  return  to  his  refidence  until  after  he  had  exculpated 
himfelf  of  all  the  accufations  brought  againfl  him,  by  a 
juftification  of  himfelf  in  detail ;  a  copy  of  which  was 
tranfmitted,  without  delay,  to  the  miniiter  of  his  Britan- 
nic majefty.     It  was  by  means  of  thefe   meafures,  that 
their  high  mightinclles,  having  always  had  it  at  heart  to 
avoid  giving  the  fmalleft  caufe  of  diffatisfaaion  to  hi? 
'Britannic  majeily,  have  conftantly  endeavored  to  enter- 
tain and  to  cultivate  his  friendfliip  and  good  underftand- 

ing.  , 

But  the  condua  of  his  Britannic  majefty  towards  the 

republic  has  been  diametrically  oppofite. 

The  troubles  between  the  courts  of  London  and  Ver- 
failles  had  fcarcely  broken  out,  when  we  faw  the  ports  bl 
En^rrland  filled  with  Dutch  Ihips,  unjuftly  taken  and  de^ 
rained.     Thefe  veffels  navigated  under  the  faith  of  trea- 
ties ;  and  were  not  loaded  with  other  merchandizes,  than 
with   thofe  which  the  exprefs  tenor  of  treaties  declared 
free  and  lawful.     We  faw  thofe  free  cargoes  forced  to 
fubmit  to  the  laws  of  an  arbitrary  and  defpotic  authority. 
The  cabinet  of  St.  James  knowing  no  other  rules  than  a 
pretended  right  of  temporary  conveniency,  thought  pro- 
ber to  appropriate  thefe  cargoes  to  the  crown  by  a  forced 
jiurchaie,  and  to  employ  them  to  the  profit  of  the  royal 
navy.     The  rcprefentations  the  mod  energetic  and  the 
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mofl  ferious,  on  the  part  of  the  high  migh  mightineflcs, 
againft  fuch  proceedings,  were  to  no  purpofe  ;  and  it 
was  in  vain  that  we  demanded,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner, 
the  treaty  of  commerce  which  fubfifted  between  England 
and  the  republic.  By  this  trearty  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  neutral  flag  were  clearly  defined  and  ftated.  The 
fubjeds  of  Great  Britain  had  enjoyed  the  full  advantage 
of  this  treaty  in  the  firft  and  the  only  cafe,  in  which  it 
pleafed  the  court  of  London  to  remain  neuter,  while 
the  republic  was  at  war.  At  prefent,  in  the  reciprocal 
cafe,  cannot,  without  the  greatefl  injuftice,  refufe  the  en- 
joyment of  the  fame  advantages  to  the  republic.  And  as 
little  as  his  Britannic  majefty  had  a  right  to  take  away 
the  advantageous  elFed:  of  this  treaty,  from  their  high 
mightineffes,  as  little  foundation  had  he  to  pretend  to  turn 
them  from  a  neutrality  which  they  had  embraced  ;  and 
to  force  them  to  plunge  themfelves  into  a  war,  the  caufes 
of  which  had  an  immediate  relation  to  rights  and  poffef- 
fions  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  originating  without  the 
limits  of  defenfive  treaties.  And,  neverthelefs,  it  Was 
this  treaty  which  his  majefty,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  troubles  with  the  crown  of  France,  made  no  fcruple 
to  infringe  and  violate.  The  contraventions  and  infrac- 
tions of  this  treaty  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
arbitrary  decifions  of  the  courts  of  juftice  of  that  king- 
dom, diredly  contrary  to  the  exprefs  fanclion  of  this  fame 
treaty,  multiplied  from  day  to  day.  The  merchant  vef- 
fels  of  the  republic,  became  the  innocent  victims  of  exac- 
tions and  accumulated  violences  of  the  Englifh  men  of 
war  and  privateers.  Not  content  with  this,  even  the  flag 
of  the  ftate  was  not  fpared,  but  openly  infulted  and  out- 
raged, by  the  hoftile  attack  of  the  convoy,  under  the 
command  of  the  rear  admiral  the  comte  de  Byland. — 
The  ftrongeft  reprefentations  on  the  part  of  the  ftate  to 
his  Britannic  majefty,  were  ufelefs.  The  veflels  taken 
from  this  convoy  were  declared  lawful  prizes ;  and  this 
infult  committed  againft  the  flag  of  the  republic  was  foon 
followed  by  the  open  violation  of  its  neutral  territory, 
both  in  Europe  and  America.    We  fliall  content  ourfelvea 
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to  cite  two  examples  of  it.  At  the  ifland  of  St.  Martins/ 
the  veflels  of  his  Britannic  majefty  attacked  and  took  by 
force,  feveral  veiTels  which  were  in  the  road,  under  the 
cannon  of  the  fortrefs,  where,  according  to  the  inviolable 
law  of  nations,  thefe  veflels  ought  to  have  found  a  fafe 
afyluni.  The  infolences  committed  by  an  Englilh  armed 
veflel,  upon  the  coafl  of  the  republic,  near  the  ifland  of 
Goedereede,  furnifli  a  fecond  example  of  thefe  violences. 
Thefe  infolences  were  puflied  to  fuch  a  degree  that  fev- 
eral inhabitants  of  the  ifland,  who  were  upon  the  fliore 
where  they  ought  to  have  thought  themfelves  flieltered 
from  all  infult,  were  expofed  by  the  fire  of  this  veflel  to 
the  moll  iminent  danger,  which  they  could  not  avoid,  but 
by  retiring  into  the  interior  part  of  the  ifland.  Unheard 
of  proceedings,  for  which  the  republic,  notwithflanding 
the  flirongefl:  a»:id  befl:  founded  reprefentations,  has  not 
been  able  to  obtain  the  fmallefl;  fatisfadion. 

While  affairs  were  thus  in  a  fituation,  which  left  to 
their  high  mightinefles,  no  other  alternative,  but  to  fee 
the  navigation  and  the  commerce  of  their  fubjefts  upon 
which  depend  the  profperity  or  the  ruin  of  the  republic, 
wholly  annihilated,  or  to  come  to  violent  meafures  againfl: 
their  ancient  friend  and  ally.  The  magnanimous  heart 
of  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  engaged  her  to  invite 
the  republic  with  equal  aff'edion  and  humanity,  to  take 
meafures  the  moft  juft,  and  entirely  conformable  to  the 
treaties  which  fubfift  between  them  and  the  other  powers, 
to  the  end,  to  defend  and  maintain,  conjointly  with  her 
imperial  majefty,  and  the  other  powers  of  the  north,  the 
privileges  and  immunities,  which  the  law  of  nations,  and 
the  moft  folemn  treaties  afl'ure  to  the  neutral  flag.  This 
invitation  could  not  but  be  infinitely  agreeable  to  their 
high  mightinefles,  confidering  that  it  offered  them  a  means 
of  eftablifliing  the  proteclion  of  the  commerce  of  their 
fubjefts  upon  the  moft  folid  foundations  ;  and  opened  a 
way  to  place  their  independence  in  fafety  from  all  infrac- 
tion, without  derogating  in  the  leaft  from  the  alliances 
contracted  both  with  his  Britannic  majefty,  and  with  the 
other  belligerent  powers. 
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But  it  is  this  fame  means,  which  the  court  of  London 
has  endeavored  to  take  away  from  the  republic,  by  pro- 
ceeding with  precipitation  to  extremities  the  mod  outra- 
geous by  the  recall  of  her  ambalTador,  by  the  publication 
of  a  manifefto,  containing  pretended  grievances,  and  by 
granting  letters  of  marque,  and  of  pretended  reprifals, 
againfl  the  ftate,  its  fubjefts  and  their  goods  ;  by  which 
this  court  has  but  too'  plainly  difcovered  her  defigns  long 
fmce  formed,  of  laying  afide  the  effential  intereft,  which 
united  the  two  nations,  and  of  breaking  the  ties  of  ancient 
friendfhip,  by  attacking  this  ftate,  by  a  war  the  moft  un- 

juft. 

It  will  not  be  neceflary  to  refute  at  length,  the  reafons 
and  pretended  griefs,  alledged  in  the  manifefto,  to  con- 
vince every  impartial  man  of  their  infolidity.     It  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  obferve  in  a  few  words,  relative  to  the  offer  made 
by  his  Britannic  majefty,   to  open  friendly  conferences, 
that  it  was  the  above  mentioned  treaty  of  marine,  which 
alone  could  make  the  object  of  thofe  conferences  :  that 
the  difpofitions  of  this  treaty,  conceived  in  the  moft  ex- 
preifive  terms,  could  not  be  liable  to  any  doubt  nor  equiv- 
ocation :  that  this  treaty  gives  to  neutral  powers  the  right 
of  tranfporting  freely,  in  the  ports  of  the  belligerent  pow- 
ers, all  forts  of  naval  ftores :  that  the  republic,  propofmg 
to  itfelf  no  other  end,  and  defiring  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty no  other  thing,  than  the  quiet  and  peaceable  enjoy- 
ment of  the  rights  ftipulated  by  this  treaty,  a  point  fo  evi- 
dently clear,  and  fo  inconteftably  juft,  could  not  become 
the  objed:  of  a  negociation,  or  of  a  new  convention  de- 
rogr'iory  to  this  treaty  ;  fo  that  their  high  mightineifes 
coulu  not  perfuade  themfelves,  nor  ftiew  themfelves  dif- 
pofed  to  renounce  voluntarily,  rights  juftly  acquired,  and 
to  defift  from  thefe   rights  from  regard  to  the  court  of 
England  ;  a  renunciation,  which  being  advantageous  to 
one  of  the  belligerent   powers,   would   have  I'l  little 
compatible  with  the  principles  of  the  neutrality  ;  and  by 
which  their  high  mightineffes  would  have  repofed  on  the 
other  hand  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  to  dangers,  which  they 
were  obliged  carefully  to  avoid.     A  renunciation,  mort:- 
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over,  which  would  have  caufed  to  commerce  and  navi- 
gation the  principal  fupport  of  the  republic  and  fource 
of  her  profperity,  and  irreparable  prejudice;  fmce  the 
different  branches  of  commerce  ftridly  connedled  with 
each  other  form  an  whole,  whereof  it  is  impoffible  to  cut 
off  fo  principal  a  part,  without  neceffarily  caufmg  the  de- 
flrudlion  and  ruin  of  the  whole  body  :  not  to  mention, 
that  at  the  fame  time,  that  their  high  mightineffes  made 
with  reafon  a  difficulty  to  accept  the  propofed  conferences 
they  have  not  a  little  modified  and  tempered  the  adual 
exercife  of  their  right,  by  a  provifional  refolution. 

And  as  to  what  relates  to  the  fuccours  demanded,  their 
high  mightineffes  cannot  diffemble,  that  they  have  never 
been  able  to  conceive  how  his  Britannic   majefty  has 
thought  that  he  could  infift,  with  the  lead  appearance  of 
juftice  or  of  equity,  upon  the  fuccour  ftipulated  by  the 
treaties,  at  a  time  when  he  had  already  beforehand,  with- 
drawn himfelf  from  the  obligation  which  thofe  treaties 
impofed   upon  him  towards  the  republic.     Their  high 
mightineffes   have  not  been   lefs   furprifed  to  fee,  that, 
while  the  troubles  in  America  and  their  direft  confequen- 
ces  could  not  concern  the  republic  in  virtue  of  any  treaty, 
and  that  the  fuccour  demanded  had  not  been  demanded 
until  after  the  crown  of  Spain  had  augmented  the  num- 
ber of  belligerent  powers.     His  Britannic  majefty  has 
neverthelefs,  taken  the  occafion  of  this  event,  to  infift 
upon  his  demand  with  fo  much  earneftnefs  and  fuch  an 
ardor,  as  if  his  majefty  thought  himfelf  to  have  a  right  to 
pretend  and  to  maintain  that  a  war  once  enkindled  be- 
tween him  and  any  other  power,  was  alone  fufficient  to 
oblige  the  ftatc  to  grant  forthwith,  and  without  any  an- 
terior examination,  the  fuccours  ftipulated.  The  republic, 
it  is  true,  had  obliged  itfelf  by  the  treaties,  to  affift  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  at  all  times,  when  that  king- 
dom fliould  find  itfelf  attacked  or  threatened  with  an  un- 
jufl:  war  :   and  what  is  more,  the  republic  ought  in  this 
cafe,  according  to  the  fame  treaties,  to  declare  war  againft 
the  aggreffor  :  but  their  high  mightineffes  never  pretend- 
ed to  abdicate  the  right,  which  flows  neceffarily  from  the 
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Mature  of  every  offenfive  alliance,  and  which  cannot  be 
coiitefted  to  allied  powers,  to  examine  in  the  firft:  place, 
and  before  the  granting  of  fuccours,  or  taking  part  in  the 
■war,  the  principle  of  the  dilTentions  which  have  arifen, 
and  the  nature  of  the  differences,  which  have  given  occa- 
lion  to  it  ;  as  well  as  alfo  to  examine  and  to  weigh  tho- 
roughly the  reafons  and  the  motives  which  may  eftablifli 
the  Cafus  Fceduris,  and  which  ought  to  ferve  as  a  bafis 
of  thejuftice  and  the  lawfulnefs  of  the  war,  on  the  part 
of  that  one  of  the  confederated  powers,  who  demands  the 
fuccour.     And  there  exifts  no  treaty,  by  which  their  high 
mightineffes  have  renounced  the  independence  of  the  ftate, 
and  facrificed  their  interefts  to  Great  Britain  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  to  deprive  themfelves  of  the  right  of  examina- 
tion fo  neceffary  and  fo  indifpenfable,  by  engaging  them- 
felves to  meafures,  by  which  they  may  be  confidered  as 
obliged  in  duty  to  fubmit  to  the  good  pleafure  of  the 
court  of  England,  by  granting  the  fuccours  demanded, 
even  when  this  court,  engaged  in  a  quarrel  with  another 
power,  judges  proper  to  prefer  the  way  of  arms  to  that  of 
a  reafonable  fatisfadion,  upon  juft  complaints. 

It  was  not  then  by  a  fpirit  of  party,  or  by  the  device  of 
a  predominant  cabal,  but  after  a  mature  deliberation. 
and  in  a  fincere  defire  to  maintain  the  mofl  precious  in^ 
terefts  of  the  republic,  that  the  dates  of  the  feveral  refpec- 
tive  provinces,  have  all  unanimoufly  teftified  that  they 
were  of  opinion,  that  the  fuccour  demanded  ought  to  be 
refufed  in  a  manner  the  mod  polite  ;  and  their  high 
mightineifes  would  not  have  failed  to  have  tranfmitted  to 
his  Britannic  majefty,  conformable  to  thefe  refolutions, 
an  anfwer  to  the  repeated  demands  of  fuccours,  if  they  had 
oot  httt^i  prevented  by  the  violent  and  unheard  of  attack 
of  the  fleet  of  the  (late,  under  the  command  of  rear  ad- 
miral By  land  ;  by  the  refufal  to  give  fatisfaftion  upon  a 
point  fo  grave  ;  and  by  the  declaration  not  lefs  ftrange 
than  unjuft,  which  his  majefty  thought  fit  to  make,  rela- 
tive to  the  fufpenfion  of  the  treaties  which  fubfifted  be- 
tween him  and  the  republic  :  all,  fo  many  events,  whicli 
bv  requiring  deliberations  of  quite  another  nature,  put  an 
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end  to  thofe  which  had  taken  place  on  the  fubjed  of  the 
faid  requifition. 

It  is  in  vain  and  contrary  to  all  truth,  that  they  have 
endeavored  to  multiply  the  number  of  grievances,  by  al- 
ledging  the  fuppreflion  of  the  duties  of  exportation,  as  a 
meafure  tending  to  facilitate  the  tranfportation  of  naval 
llores  to  France  ;  for  befides  that  this  fuppreflion  forms 
an  obje£l,  which  regards  the  interior  direction  of  com- 
merce, to  which  all  the  fovereigns  have  an  inconteftable 
right,  and  whereof  they  are  not  obliged  to  give  an  account 
to  any  body  ;  this  point  has,  it  is  true,  been  taken  into 
confideration,  but  has  never  been  concluded  :  fo  that 
thefe  rights  are  fl:ill  received  upon  the  ancient  footing : 
and  that  vi^hich  is  advanced  in  this  regard  in  the  manifefto 
is  found  deft:itute  of  all  foundation,  although  we  cannot 
refrain  from  faying,  that  the  conduft  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
iefl:y  towards  the  republic  furnifhed  but  too  many  motives 
to  jufl:ify  a  fnnilar  meafure,  on  the  part  of  their  high 
mightinefles. 

The  difcontent  of  his  Britannic  majcfly,  on  the  fubjeft 
of  what  pafled  with  the  American  Paul  Jones,  is  alfo  quite 
as  ill  grounded  :  already  for  feveral  years,  their  high 
mightinefles  had  refolved  and  publiflied  every  where, 
precife  orders,  concerning  the  admiflion  of  privateers  and 
armed  veflels  of  foreign  nations,  with  their  prizes,  in  the 
ports  of  their  domination ;  orders,  which  to  that  time 
had  been  obferved  and  executed,  without  the  leafl  excep- 
tion :  in  the  cafe  in  quefl:ion,  their  high  mightinefles  could 
not  depart  from  thofe  orders,  in  regard  to  an  armed  veflel, 
who,  furniflied  with  a  commifllon  of  the  American  con- 
grefs,  was  found  in  the  road  of  the  Texel,  combined  with 
frigates  of  war  of  a  fovereign  power,  without  erefting 
themfelves  into  judges,  and  pronouncing  a  decifion  upon 
matters,  in  which  their  high  mightinefles  were  in  no  wife 
obliged  to  take  any  part,  and  in  which  it  did  not  appear 
To  them  convenient  to  the  interefts  of  the  repubhc  to 
meddle  in  any  manner.  Their  high  mightinefles,  then, 
thought  fit,  not  to  depart  from  the  orders  given  fo  long 
ago,  hut  thev  refolved  to  give  the  moft  exprefs  prohibi- 
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don  to  hinder  the  faid  armed  veffel  from  providing  her- 
felf  with  warlike  (lores  ;  and  enjoined  upon  her  to  quit 
the  road  as  foon  as  poilible,  without  remaining  there  lon- 
ger than  the  time  abfolutely  neceffary  to  repair  the  dam- 
ages fuffered  at  fea  j  with  the  formal  denunciations,  that 
in  cafe  of  a  longer  delay,  we  fhould  be  obliged  to  compel 
his  departure  ;  to  which  end  the  officer  of  the  ftate  com- 
manding at  the  faid  road,  took  care  to  make  th-^  requifite 
difpofitions,  whereof  this  armed  veffel  had  fcaicely  time 
to  prevent  the  effeds. 

In  regard  to  what  has  paffed  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
world,  theinformations  which  their  high  mightineffes  have 
received  from  time  to  time,  from  the  Eafl  Indies,  are  di- 
redly  oppofite  to  thofe  which  appear  to  have  come  under 
the  eyes  of  his  Britannic  majefly.  The  repeated  com- 
plaints which  the  directors  of  the  Eafl  India  company 
have  addrelfed  to  their  high  mightineffes,  and  which  ths 
love  of  peace  has  made  them  ftifle  in  their  bofoms,  are 
inconteltable  proofs  of  it.  And  the  meafures  taken  with 
regard  to  the  Wefl  Indies,  enumerated  heretofore,  ought 
to  ferve  in  all  times,  as  an  irrefragable  proof  of  the  fmcer- 
ity,  the  zeal,  and  the  attention,  with  which  their  high 
mightineffes  have  taken  it  to  heart  to  maintain  in  thofe 
countries,  the  mofl  exad:  and  the  mofl  ftrid  neutrality. 
And  their  high  mightineffes  have  never  been  able  to  dif- 
cover  the  fmallefl  legal  proof,  of  any  infradion  of  their  or- 
ders in  this  refpeft. 

As  to  what  concerns  the  projedl  of  an  eventual  treaty 
of  commerce  with  North  America,  conceived  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  government  of  the  province  of  Holland,  with- 
out any  public  authority  ;  and  the  memorials  prefented 
upon  this  fubjedl  by  fir  Jofeph  Yorke,  the  affair  happened 
in  the  following  manner  :  As  foon  as  the  ambalfador  had 
prefented  the  memorial  of  the  loth  of  November  of  the 
lafl  year,  their  high  mightineffes,  without  flopping  at  ex- 
prefTions,  little  fuitable  among  fovereigns  with  which  this 
memorial  was  filled,  did  not  delay  to  commence  a  delib- 
eration the  mofl  ferious  upon  this  fubjed  ;  and  it  was  by 
(their  refolution  of  the  27th  of  the  fame  month,  that  they 
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did  iiothefitatc  to  difavow  and  to  difappi'ove  publicly,  all 
which  had  been  done  in  this  refpeft.  After  which  they 
had  all  reafon  to  expe6l  that  his  Britannic  majefty  would 
have  acquiefced  in  this  declaration,  fince  he  could  not  be 
ignorant  that  their  high  mightinelTes  exercife  no  jurifdic- 
tion  in  the  refpcdtive  provinces,  and  that  it  was  to  the 
ftates  of  the  province  of  Holland  to  whom,  as  cloathed 
like  the  dates  of  the  other  provinces,  with  a  fovereign  and 
cxclufive  authority  over  their  fubjeds,  ought  to  be  remit- 
ted an  affair  relatively  to  which,  their  high  mightineffes 
had  no  reafon  to  doubt  that  the  ftates  of  the  faid  province 
would  a£t,  according  to  the  exigency  of  the  cafe,  and 
conformably  to  the  laws  of  the  ftatc  and  the  rules  of 
equity.  The  earneftnefs,  with  which  fir  Jofeph  Yorkc 
infifted  by  a  fecond  memorial,  upon  the  article  of  the  pun- 
ifliment,  cannot  therefore,  but  appear  very  ftrange  to  their 
high  mightineffes.  And  their  furprife  increafed  ftill  more 
when,  three  days  afterwards,  this  ambaffadoi  declared 
verbally  to  the  prefident  of  their  high  mightineffes,  that  if 
he  did  not  receive  that  day  an  anfwtr  entirely  fatisfadory 
to  his  memorial,  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  inform  his  court 
of  it  by  exprefs.  Their  high  mightineffes,  informed  of 
this  declaration,  penetrated  the  importance  of  it  as  man- 
ifefting  vifibly  the  meafure  already  refolved  in  the  counfel 
of  the  king  :  and  although  the  eftabHfhed  cuftoms  admit 
not  of  deliberations,  upon  verbal  declarations  of  foreign 
minifters,  they  judged  it  neverthelefs,  proper  to  depart 
irom  them  upon  this  occafion,  and  to  order  their  fecre- 
:ary  to  wait  on  fir  Jofeph  Yorke,  and  give  him  to  under- 
liand  that  his  memorial  had  been  taken  ad  referendmu^ 
by  the  deputies  of  the  refpedive  provinces,  conformably 
to  received  ufages,  and  to  the  conftitution  of  the  govern- 
ment, adding  what  appears  to  have  been  omitted  with 
defign  in  the  manifefto,  that  they  would  endeavor  to 
complete  an  anfwer  to  his  memorial,  as  foon  as  poffible, 
and  as  foon  as  the  conftitution  of  the  government  would 
permit.  Accordingly  a  few  days  after  the  deputies  of 
Holland,  notified  to  the  affembly  of  their  high  mighti- 
aeffes  that  the  ftates  of  their  province  had  unanimoufly  re- 
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folved,  to  require  the  advice  of  their  court  of  juflice,  on 
the  fubjedl  of  the  demand  of  punifhment,  charging  tho 
faid  court  to  give  their  opinion,  the  fooneft  poffible,  lay- 
ing afide  all  other  affairs.  Their  high  mightineifes  did 
not  fiiil  to  tranfmit  forthwith,  this  refolution  to  hr  Jofeph 
Yorke.  But  what  was  not  their  furprife  and  their  aflon- 
iftiment,  when  they  learnt  that  this  ambalTador,  after 
having  reviewed  his  inflrudiolis,  had  addreffed  a  billet  to 
the  fecretary,  by  which,  accufing  this  refolution  with  be- 
ing evafive,  he  refufed  to  tranfmit  it  to  his  court  ;  which 
obliged  their  high  mightineifes  to  fend  the  faid  refolution 
to  the  comte  de  Welderen,  their  minifter  at  London,  with 
orders  to  prefent  it  as  foon  as  poffible  to  the  miniflry  of 
his  Britannic  majefty  :  but  the  refufal  of  this  miniltry, 
threw  an  obftacle  in  the  way  of  the  execution  of  thefe  or- 
ders. 

After  this  explanation  of  all  the  circumftances  of  this 
affair,  the  impartial  public  will  be  in  a  condition  to  fet  a 
jufl  value  upon  the  principal  motive,  or  rather  pretext, 
which  his  Britannic  majefty  has  ufed,  to  let  loofe  the  reins 
of  his  defigns  againft  the  republic.  The  affair  reduces 
itfelf  to  this  :  His  majefty  was  informed  of  a  negociation, 
which  fhould  have  taken  place  in  the  year  1778,  between 
a  member  of  the  government  of  one  of  the  provinces,  and 
a  reprefentative  of  the  American  congrefs,  which  negoci- 
ation would  have  had  for  its  objetl,  a  projcft  of  a  treaty 
of  commerce  to  be  concluded  between  the  republic  and 
the  faid  colonies,  cafu  quo,  namely,  in  cafe  the  independ- 
ence of  thefe  colonies  fhould  have  been  acknowledged  by 
the  crown  of  England.  This  negociation,  although  con- 
ditional, and  annexed  to  a  condition  which  depended 
upon  an  adl  to  be  antecedently  performed  by  his  nsajefty 
himfelf  :  this  negociation,  which  without  this  ad:,  or  this 
anterior  declaration,  could  not  produce  the  fmalleft  ef- 
fed,  was  taken  in  fo  ill  part  by  his  majefty,  and  appeared 
to  excite  his  difcontent  in  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  thought 
fit  to  require  of  the  ftate  a  difavowal  and  a  public  difap- 
probation,  as  well  as  a  complete  punifhment  and  fatis- 
fadion.     It  was  forthwit",  and  without  the  leaft  delay, 
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that  their  high  mightinefles  granted  the  firfl  part  of  the 
rcquifition  :  but  the  punifhment  demanded  was  not  in 
their  power,  and  they  could  not  agree  to  it  without  fly- 
ing in  the  face  of  the  fundamental  conftitution  of  the 
flate.     The  dates  of  the  province  of  Holland  were  the 
only  tribunal  to  which  it  belonged  to  take  legal  cogni- 
zance, and  to  provide  for  the  cafe,  by  the  ordinary  and 
regular  ways.     This  fovereign,  conflantly  attached  to  the 
maxims,  which  oblige  it  to  refpedl  the  authority  of  the 
laws,  and  fully  convinced,  that  the  maintenance  of  the 
department  of  juftlce  in  all  the  integrity  and  impartiality, 
which  are  infeparable  from  ir,  ought  to  form  one  of  the 
firmell  fupports  of  the  funreme  power  :  this  fovereign, 
conflrained  by  every  thing  tliat  is  mofl  facred,  to  defend 
and  to  prote6t  the  rights  and  the  privileges  of  its  fubjeds, 
could  not  forget  itfelf  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  fubfcribe  to 
the  will  of  his  Britannic  majefty,   by  giving  a  blow  to 
thefe  rights  and  privileges,  and  by  overleaping  the  bounds 
prefcribed  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  government. 
Thefe  laws  required  the  intervention  of  the  judiciary  de- 
partment ;  and  this  was  accordingly  the  means  which 
the  ftates  refolved  to  employ,  by  requiring  upon  this  ob- 
ject the  advice  of  the  court  of  jullice  efl:ablifhed  in  their 
province.     It  is  by  following  this  courfe,  that  they  have 
difplayed  before  the  eyes  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  of  the 
Englifh  nation  and  of  all  Europe,  the  unalterable  princi- 
ples of  juflice  and  equity,  which  charaderife  the  Batavian 
conftitution,    and  which,  in  a  part  fo  important  as  the 
public  adminifl:ration,  as  is  that  which  regards  the  exer- 
cife  of  the  judiciary  power,  ought  forever  to  ferve  as 
buckler  and  a  rampart  againft  every  thing  which  could 
hurt  the  fafety  and  independence  of  a  free  nation.     It  was 
alfo  by  thefe  means,  and  by  following  this  courfe,  that  very 
far  from  fliutting  the  road  of  jufl:ice,  or  evading  the  de- 
mands of  punifliment,  they  have  on  the  contrary  left  a 
free  courfe  to  the  way  of  a  regular  proceeding,  and  con- 
formable to  the  confiitutional  principles  of  the  republic. 
And  it  is  fuialiy  by  the  fame  means,  that  by  taking  away 
from  the  court  of  London,  all  pretence  of  being  able  to 
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complain  of  a  denial  of  juftice,  they  have  prevented  even 
to  the  fmalleft  fhadow  or  apearance  of  reafon,  which 
oould  authorife  this  court  to  ufe  reprifals  :  to  which  nev- 
erthclefs,  it  has  made  no  fcruple  to  recur,  in  a  manner 
equally  odious  and  unjuft. 

But  while  the  flate  took  meafures  fo  juft  and  fo  proper 
to  remove  all  fubjed  of  complaint  ;  the  mcafure,  which 
was  the  epocha  of  the  commencement  of  the  rupture, 
had  already  been  refolved  and  concluded  in  the  counfel 
of  the  king.  This  counfel  had  refolved  to  try  all  forts  of 
means,  to  traverfe  and  hinder,  if  it  had  been  poflible,  the 
accelTion  of  the  republic  to  the  convention  of  the  powers 
of  the  north  :  and  the  event  has  clearly  demonftrated, 
that  it  is,  in  hatred  and  refentment  of  this  convention, 
that  the  faid  court  has  fuffered  itfelf  to  be  drawn  in  to 
the  part  which  it  has  been  pleafed  to  take  againll  the  re- 
public. 

For  thefe  caufes,  and  fince,  that  after  the  repeated  out- 
rages and  immenfe  lofles  which  the  fubje6ts  of  the  repub- 
lic muft  have  fuftained  on  the  part  of  his  majefty  the  king 
of  Great  Britain,  their  high  mightineffes  find  themfelves 
moreover,  provoked  and  attacked  by  his  faid  majefty,  and 
forced  to  employ  the  means  which  they  have  in  hand,  to 
defend  and  avenge  the  precious  rightsof  their  liberty  and 
independence  :  they  affure  themfelves  with  the  firmeft 
confidence,  that  the  god  of  armies,  the  god  of  their  fath- 
ers, who  by  the  vifible  direction  of  his  providence,  fuf- 
tained and  delivered  their  republic  in  the  midft  of  the 
greateft  dangers,  will  blefs  the  means  which  they  have 
refolved  to  put  in  operation  for  their  lawful  defence,  in 
crowning  thejuftice  of  their  arms,  by  the  fuccors  always 
triumphant  of  his  almighty  proteftian.  While  that  their 
high  mightinefles  will  defire  with  ardor,  the  moment, 
when  they  fhall  fee  their  neighbor  and  their  ally,  now 
their  enemy,  brought  back  to  moderate  and  equitable  fen- 
timents  :  and  at  this  epocha,  their  high  mightinelTciuible 
feize,  with  earneftncfs,  all  occafions,  which,  compatible 
with  the  honor  and  independence  of  a  free  ftate,  may 
tend  to  reconcile  them  with  their  ancient  friend  and  ally. 
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Thus  done  and  refolved,  at  the  aflembly  of  their  high 
mightineflcs,  the  lords  the  ftates  general  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  the  low  countries,  at  the  Hague,  the  1 2th 
day  of  March,  1781.  Etoit  paraphe  Cocq  VanHaefter. 
Plus  bas  ;  Par  ordonnance  d'iceux  etait  Signe. 

H.  FAGEL. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  their  high  mightineifes,  after  fo 
long  delays,  have  chofen  for  the  publication  of  this  mani- 
fefto,  a  time,  when  the  mediation  of  the  emprefs  is  de- 
pending. This  mediation  appears  in  a  memorial  prefent- 
ed  the  nrfl  of  March  to  the  flates  general.  But  this  mud 
be  referved  for  my  next  letter. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

^inry,  O^cbcr  14,   1809. 


LETTER  L. 

THE  memorial  promifed  in  my  laft  letter,  was  in  thefe 
words : 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 
As  foon  as  her  majefty  the  emprefs,  was  informed  of 
the  fudden  departure  from  the  Hague,  of  the  ambaflador 
of  his  Britannic  majefty  to  your  high  mightinefTes  ;  gui- 
ded by  the  fentiments  of  friendfhip  and  benevolence  which 
fhe  profefles  towards  the  two  powers  ;  fhe  did  not  wait 
for  further  explanations,   concerning  the  confequences 
which  might  be  produced  by  a  procedure  fo  alarming  for 
their  reciprocal  tranquility  and  well  being,  to  make  by 
her  minifter  at  the  court  of  London,  rcprefentations  the 
moft  prefTmg,  to  the  end,  to  divert  it,  if  it  were  poflible, 
from  coming  to  violent  meafures,  and  to  induce  it  rather 
to  prefer  thofe  of  foftnefs  and  conciliation  ;  otfering  her- 
felf  to  co-operate  in  every  thing  which  might  depend  upon 
her.     Although  her  majefty  has  not  yet  had  the  time  to 
receive  the  anfvver  of  the  court  of  London,  flie  has,  nev- 
crthelefs,  reafon  to  prefume,  that  her  infinuations  there 
will  be  received  with  pleafure.     In  this  confidence,  the 
emprefs  does  not  h^fitate  to  give  new  proof  of  her  falutary 
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intentions  in  favor  of  the  re-union  of  two  ftates,  for 
whom  (he  has  an  equal  affeftion,  and  whom  fhe  has  feen 
for  fo  long  a  time  live  together,  in  an  intelligence  the 
moft  perfect  and  the  moft;  natural  to  their  refpedive  in- 
terefls  ;  by  propofmg  to  them  formally,  her  good  offices, 
and  her  mediation,  to  interrupt  and  put  an  entire  end  to 
the  difcord  and  the  war,  which  has  broken  out  between 
them.  While  Mr.  Simolin,  the  minifter  of  the  emprefs, 
at  the  court  of  London,  acquits  himfelf  of  the  orders 
which  fhe  has  given  him,  concerning  this  obj  eel,  the  un- 
derfigned  has  the  honor  to  fulfil  the  fame  tafk,  on  his  part 
towards  your  high  mightinefles,  and  to  aflure  you  of  the 
zeal  and  earneftnefs  with  which  he  fhould  defire  to  labor, 
at  the  precious  work,  of  the  re-eflablifhment  of  the  repofe 
and  tranquility  of  your  flate.  The  difintereftednefs,  the 
impartiality,  and  the  views  of  general  beneficence,  which 
have  inftamped  their  feal  upon  all  the  aftions  of  her  im- 
perial majefty,  prefide  equally  in  this.  The  wifdom  and 
the  prudence  of  your  high  mightineffes,  will  know  how 
to  acknowledge  in  her,  thefe  auguft^chara6ters,  and  will 
didlate  the  anfwer,  which  the  fubfcriber  will  have  to 
tranfmit  to  her,  concerning  the  execution  of  his  orders. 

(Signed)  The  Prince  de  GallitzIn. 

The  Hague,  \Ji  of  March,  1781. 

This  offer  of  mediation  was  accepted  by  their  high 
mightinefles  with  gratitude. 

Leyden,  March  19,  178 1,  wrote  to  the  prefident  of 
congrefs.  "  I  have  received  your  excellency's  letter  of 
the  firfl:  of  January,  with  the  commiffion  and  inff:ru6tions 
enclofed.  I  am  very  fenfible  of  this  frefti  inff:anc©  of  the 
confidence  of  congrefs,  and  I  fhall  do  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  this  new  trufl.  But  I  am 
obliged  to  fay,  that  no  commiffion  that  ever  was  given, 
required  more  patience,  fortitude,  and  circumfpeclion, 
than  this  ;  virtues  which,  I  much  fear,  have  not  fallen  in 
fufficient  quantities  to  my  fliare. 

I  have  experienced,  fince  my  refidence  in  this  republic, 
^  great  change  in  the  external  behavior  of  feveral  perfons 


of  rank,  who  upon  my  firfl  arrival,  received  me  with  dif- 
tinction  ;  but  from  the  moment  of  the  pubUcation  of  the 
papers  taken  with  Mr.  Laurens,  have  been  afraid  to  fee 
iiie.  The  nation  has  indeed  been  in  a  violent  fermenta- 
tion and'crifis.  It  is  divided  in  fentiments.  There  are 
ftadtholderians  and  republicans.  There  are  proprietors 
in  Englifli  funds,  and  perfons  iuunediately  engaged  in 
commerce.  There  are  enthufiafts  for  peace  and  alliance 
with  England  ;  and  there  are  advocates  for  an  alliance 
with  France,  Spain  and  America.  And  there  is  a  third 
fort,  who  are  for  adhering  in  all  things  to  Ruffia,  Sweden 
and  Denmark.  Some  are  for  acknowledging  American 
independence,  and  entering  into  treaties  of  commerce  and 
alliance  with  us  :  others  ftart  at  the  idea  with  horror,  as 
an  everlafting  impediment  to  a  return  to  the  friendlhip 
and  alliance  with  England.  Some  will  not  augment  the 
navy,  without  increafmg  the  army  ;  others  will  let  the 
navy  be  neglefted  rather  than  augment  the  army.  In 
this  perfed  chaos  of  fentiments  and  fyftems,  princi- 
ples and  interefts  ;  it  is  no  wonder  there  is  a  languor,  a 
weaknefs  and  irrefolution  that  is  vaftly  dangerous  in  the 
prelent  circumftances  of  affairs.  The  danger  lies,  not 
more  in  the  hoftile  defigns  and  exertions  of  the  Englifh, 
than  from  feditions  and  commotions  among  the  people, 
which  are  every  day  dreaded  and  expeded.  Were  it  not 
for  a  Handing  army  and  troops  poited  in  feveral '  cities, 
it  is  probable  there  would  have  been  popular  tumults  be- 
fore now.  Every  body  that  I  fee,  appears  to  me  to  live 
in  conftant  fear  of  mobs  ;  and  in  a  great  degree  of  un- 
certainty, v/hether  they  will  rife  in  favor  of  war,  or  againft 
it  :  in  favor  of  England,  or  againft  her  :  in  favor  of  the 
prince,  or  in  vindication  of  Amfterdam  :  in  favor  of 
America,  or  againft  her.  In  the  midft  of  thcfe  critical 
circumftances,  prefled  as  I  am  for  money  to  difcharge  the 
bills  of  exchange  which  congrefs  have  drawn  and  I  have 
accepted,  I  have  ventured  to  open  a  loan  ;  but  this  is 
looked  upon  as  a  very  hardy  and  dangerous  meafure, 
which  nobody  but  an  American  would  have  rifqued. 
And  I  am  obliged  to  affure  congrefs,  that  people  are  as 
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yet,  fo  much  afraid  of  being  pointed  out  by  the  mob,  or 
the  foldiery,  as  favorers  of  this  loan,  that  I  have  no  hopes 
at  all  of  fucceeding  for  feveral  months,  if  ever. 

I  am  advifed  to  do  nothing  in  confequence  of  my  com- 
miflion  to  the  ftates  general,  at  prefent,  for  fear  of  throw- 
ing before  the  people,  new  objeds  of  divifion  and  diflen- 
tion.  I  have,  however,  communicated  to  their  high 
mightinefles,  and  to  the  miniflers  of  Ruffia,  Denmark, 
Sweden  and  France,  the  refolution  of  congrefs  of  the  5th 
of  Odober,  relative  to  the  principles  of  the  neutral  con- 
federation. The  memorial  and  the  letters  I  have  tranf- 
mitted  to  congrefs. 

Whenever  I  fhall  communicate  to  their  high  mighti- 
nefles, the  full  powers  of  congrefs,  the  courfe  will  be  this. 
They  will  lie  long  upon  the  table.     Then  taken  ad  refer- 
endujii  :  that  is,  fent  to  the  feveral  provinces,  cities  and 
bodies  of  nobles,  who   compofe  the  fovereignty,  or  as 
fome  fay,  the  deputies  of  the  fovereignty.     Thefe  will  de- 
liberate, and  deliberate,  and  deliberate  ;  and  probably 
fome  will  be  for,  and  fome  againft  making  a  treaty  ;  at 
leafl  it  is  fuppofed  that  Zealand  and  one  or  two  other 
provinces  will  be  againfl  it.     But  in  the  mean  time,  there 
will  be  much  communication  and  negociatidn,  among  in- 
dividuals at  lead,  between  this  country  and  Ruffia,  Swe- 
den and  Denmark,  upon  the  fubjecl  :  and  if  it  is  true, 
as  I  am  informed  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gerry,  that  a  min- 
ifter  is  appointed  to  the  court  of  Peterlhurg,  as  I  hope  it 
is,  and  that  the  fame  miniller,  or  fome  other,  is  empowered 
to  treat  with  Sweden  and  Denmark,  it  is  not  impoffible, 
I  think  it  indeed  probable,  that  we  may  fucceed  with  thefe 
four  nations  at  once.     For  let  me  add,  there  is  not,  in  my 
apprehenfion,  the  lead  proIpe6l:  of  a  general  peace.    Eng- 
land is  at  her  old  game  of  feduclion  and  divifion,  and  is 
laboring,  under  pretence  of  employing  the  emperor  of 
Germany  and  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  in  mediations  for 
peace,  infidioufly  to  embroil  all  Europe  in  the  war.    From 
motives  of  philanthropy,   I  hope  Ihe  will  not  fucceed  ; 
unlefs  indeed  the  fame  feelings  of  humanity  ffiould  prompt 
me  to  wiffi  all  mankind  at  war  for  her  humiliation,  with 
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a  nation,  which  at  this  time  is,  if  ever  one  was,  hofth  hu^ 
mani  generis.^' 

Leyden,  March  19,  1781,  wrote  to  Mr.  Dumas. — 
"  The  enclofed  extrads  are  of  fo  much  importance,  that 
I  fend  them  to  you  for  your  opinion,  whether  it  is  prudent 
to  communicate  them  to  the  Ruffian  minifter,  or  not  ? 
The  intelligence  is  fuch  that  I  can  make  no  official  com- 
munication of  it.  If  you  think  it  will  do  any  good,  and 
no  harm,  or  at  leaft  more  good  than  harm,  you  may  com- 
municate it  in  confidence  to  friends.  Mr.  Dana's  com- 
miffion,  which  perhaps,  is  to  treat  with  any  or  ill  of  the 
northern  powers,  is  to  come  by  colonel  Palfrey,  and  du- 
plicates by  young  colonel  Laurens,  as  I  conjefture. 

I  have  read  the  manifeflo  with  pleafure  ;  becaufe  it  !s 
a  reafonable  and  a  manly  performance.  It  would  have 
been  better,  perhaps,  without  the  laft  claufe  :  which  will 
be  taken  both  by  friends  and  enemies,  as  a  figh  for  peace 
with  England,  but  much  may  be  faid  in  excufe  of  it.  I 
wifh  too  they  had  left  out  their  difapprobation  of  Amfler- 
dam,  which  was  not  neceflary,  and  never  did  their  high 
mightinefTes  any  honor  ;  at  lead  I  venture  to  think  fo." 

Leyden,  March  21,  1781,  wrote  to  Meffi-s.  John  de  ^^ 
Neufville  and  Son.  "  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the 
1 9th,  and  will  direct  Mr.  Thaxter  to  number  your  bond^ 
again  in  figures,  under  your  written  numbers,  and  fign 
them  ;  and  to  make  the  other  alterations,  according  to 
your  propofal. 

Alas  !  poor  Statia  !  But  as  providence  orders  us  un- 
pleafant  potions  of  medicine  to  cure  our  diftempers,  fo  I 
hope  this  apparent  misfortune  will  open  the  eyes  of  the 
blind  ;  will  convince  the  credulous  of  their  weaknefs"in 
placing  any  kind  of  confidence  in  the  juftice,  the  honor, 
the  moderation  or  humanity  of  Great  Britain  ;  virtues 
which  at  this  time,  exift  only  in  their  own  vain-glorious 
writings  and  fpeeches  :  I  hope  alfo  it  will  accelerate  an 
immediate  and  direct  commerce  with  America,  and  what 
is  of  more  importance  to  this  country,  as  well  as  to  that, 
a  folid  alliance  :  I  hope,  further,  that  this  infult  to  the 
neutml  confederation,  will  prompt  them  to  take  a  decided 
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,partj  which  their  own  dignity,  honor  and  interefl:  demand, 
and  forthwith  join  France,  Spain,  and  America,  in  pur- 
fuit  of  the  two  great  objefts  of  the  negociations  and  wars 
of  the  prefent  age,  American  independence  and  the 
rights  of  neutral  vefTek  :  once  more  I  hope,  that  this  un- 
exampled outrage  to  the  law  of  nations,  to  public  faith, 
and  every  facred  principle  among  men,  will  induce  even 
the  great  city  of  Amflerdam,  to  aO:  a  more  decided  and 
vigorous  part,  than  fhe  has  done.  Her  example  will  be 
followed  with  ardor,  by  every  other  member  of  the  fove- 
reignty,  all  of  whom,  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  are  flack- 
ened  in  their  refolution,  by  the  feeblenefs  and  irrefolution 
of  that  city." 

Leyden,  March  22,  178 1,  wrote  to  Mr.  Jennings,  at 
Bruffels.  "  With  great  pleafure  have  I  received  yours 
of  the  19th,  with  its  enclofures.  I  wifh  I  could  anfwer 
more  at  large,  but  in  addition  to  a  thoufand  other  obje£ls 
crouding  upon  me  at  prefent,  I  have  had  to  fign  obliga- 
tions and  coupons,  &c. 

I  am  exceedingly  pleafed  with  your  thoughts,  all  but 
one.  You  hold  up  the  idea  of  reflraining  America  from 
the  eaft.  This  idea  never  will  do.  America  never  will 
confent  to  any  reftriftion  whatfoever  :  but  will  finally 
infill  on  a  right  to  trade  with  every  nation  that  will 
trade  with  her.  For  God's  fake,  let  us  beat  down  every 
idea  of  reftriflion.  I  am  demonftratively  certain,  it  is  the 
interefl  of  every  power  in  Europe  to  take  off  every  refaic- 
tion  from  American  trade.  It  will  be  longer  in  this  cafe 
before  the  trade  of  America  will  interfere  with  that  of  any 
nation,  than  if  it  is  clogged.  Nitfmur  in  veltunu  The 
idea  of  the  leafl  reftraint  is  a  poifon  ;  it  will  lay  a  foun- 
dation for  embroiling  Europe  and  America,  forever.  It 
will  occafion  another  horrid  war  in  feven  years.  So  would 
a  truce.  The  lad  lettres  Hollandaifes  are  very  good.  Go 
on  I  pray  you." 

Leyden,  March  22,  1 78 1,  wrote  to  Mr.  Dana,  at  Paris. 
"  I  have  received  feveral  letters  from  you  :  but  have  been 
fo  bufy,  figning  my  name  (to  obligations  and  coupon?, 
&c.)  that  I  could  not  regiilarlv  aniwer. 
58 
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I  give  you  joy  of"  Laurens'  arrival.  It  is  a  great  event. 
I  hope  he  brought  you  an  important  paper,  which  Lovell 
mentions  in  his  letter  to  you,  and  Gerry  in  an  excellent 
one  to  me. 

I  rejoice,  fir,  in  your  honor  and  the  public  good  :  but 
I  feel  myfelf  grieved,  and  weakened  at  the  perfonal  lofs  of 
a  treafure  of  advice  and  ability.  I  hope  to  fee  you  here 
in  your  rout.  Pray  commit  to  writing  all  your  obferva- 
tions  on  our  firft  errand,  and  give  them  to  me.  I  hope 
your  old  commilTion  is  not  fuperceded.  In  cafe  of  ne- 
gociation,  of  which,  however,  there  is  no  likeHhood  for 
years,  I  (hall  fummon  you.  Mr.  Laurens  mufl  have  let- 
ters and  important  papers  for  me.  I  hope  to  have  them 
foon.  There  is  no  one  knows  the  banking  commiffion, 
but  Mr.  De  Neufville  and  me.  It  is  not,  however,  more 
than  precedents.  But  let  them  lie  about  it,  if  they  will. 
I  am  not  afraid  of  their  lies.  Statia  is  gone  :  and  the 
Dutch  are  yet  dead  :  when  they  will  come  to  life,  I  know 
not." 

Leyden,  March  24,  178 1,  wrote  to  Meffrs.  John  De 
Neufville  and  fon.  "  I  received  laft  night  your  favor  of 
the  2 2d,  enclofing  three  bills  of  exchange,  which  I  have 
accepted,  and  return  enclofed.  I  have  alfo  received  an- 
other letter  on  the  affair  of  St.  Euftatia.  I  fmcerely  con- 
dole v/ith  you,  on  the  lofs  of  that  ifland,  both  as  it  affefts 
the  public,  and  as  it  mult  probably  more  or  lefs  affeft 
your  private  interefl. 

Great  pains  are  taken  to  reprefent  this  event  as  a  fatal 
blow  to  the  United  States  of  America  ;  at  which  I  can 
do  nothing  but  laugh.  In  my  private  opinion  it  will  be 
better  for  America.  The  property  taken  in  that  ifland, 
belonging  to  Englifh,  Scotch  and  Irifli  merchants,  I 
fhrewdly  fufped,  Vv'as  more  than  all  that  belonged  to 
Americans,  French,  and  even  Dutch,  altogether.  In  this 
I  may  be  millaken  :  but  in  all  events  the  American  prop- 
erty there  was  not  much. 

However,  after  the  infidious  artificer  of  the  Englifli,  in 
holding  out  filfe  appearances  of  a  difpofrtion  for  peace  ; 
fhail  have  amufcd  eight  or  nine  nations  for  a  little  while  ; 
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when  thefe  difcover  themfelves  to  have  been  only  duped 
and  mocked  by  Engliih  impudence  ;  this  outrage  with 
others,  cannot  but  unite  all  the  maritime  nations  in  one 
decifive  league,  in  fupport  of  the  freedom  of  commerce 
and  American  independence,  without  which  it  is  evident 
to  demonftration  that  the  liberty  of  the  feas  cannot  longer 
exill. 

Place  America  again  in  dependence  on  Great  Britain, 
and  it  would  be  in  their  joint  power,  in  twenty  years,  to 
conquer  all  the  eflablifhments  of  the  Spaniards,  French, 
Dutch  and  Portuguefe  in  the  eaft  and  Well  Indies,  in 
fpite  of  all  that  the  reft  of  mankind  could  do  to  prevent 
it.  I  would  therefore  advife  the  powers  of  Europe  to  let 
America  be  reduced  to  the  neccfTity  of  propofmg  terms  to 
Great  Britain.'* 

Leyden,  March  27,  1781,  wrote  to  Mr.  Dumas  at  the 
Hague.  "  Since  I  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you 
my  commiflion  to  their  high  mightinefles,  by  which  the 
general  affairs  of  America  in  this  republic,  come  under 
my  direftion,  you  may  poffibly  be  in  fome  uncertainty 
about  your  own  fituation  and  the  continuance  of  that 
fmall  annual  fum  which  you  have  heretofore  received 
from  the  comraiflioners  and  the  minifter  at  the  court  of 
Verfailies.  In  order  to  remove  the  doubt  as  far  as  in  my 
power,  I  take  this  method  to  inform  you  that  I  am  per- 
fuaded  it  is  the  intention  of  congrefs,  that  you  fliould 
continue  your  good  fervices  to  their  caufe,  if  you  have  no 
objeclion,  and  that  you  fhould  have  at  leaft  the  fame  al- 
lowance continued.  I  fuppole  his  excellency.  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, will  readily  continue  to  pay  your  draught  as  iifual ; 
but  if  he  fliouid  not,  and  you-  choofe  to  continue  in  the 
fervice  of  America  under  my  direftion,  I  will  undertake 
to  do  it,  as  long  as  I  fhall  refide  in  the  republic,  at  my 
own  rifque,  until  the  further  order  of  congrefs." 

Leyden,  March  27,  1781,  wrote  to  Melfrs.  John  De 
Neufville  and  Ion.  *'  I  have  juft  received  your's,  enclo- 
fmg  the  lettres  Hollandaifes,  and  thank  you  for  your  at- 
tention.    You  give  me  great  joy  by  your  account  of  the 
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arrival  of  a  veflfel  from  Bollon.     Hope  we  fhallfoon  hear 
of  more. 

As  to  tjie  loan,  I  am  not  indifferent  about  its  fuccefs. 
My  own  reputation  with  fome  people  in  Europe  and 
America,  will  depend  in  fome  meafure  upon  it.  But  this 
has  little  weight  with  me.  It  is  of  importance  to  Ameri- 
ca to  have  a  comptoir  or  banker  in  Amfterdam  upon 
whom  congrefs  could  occafionally  draw,  as  they  have  at 
Paris  and  Madrid.  And  my  inftruftions  from  congrefs 
are  fuch  as  rendered  it  my  indifpenfible  duty  to  open  a 
loan  and  try  the  experiment.  If  it  does  not  fucceed,  I 
ihall  have  done  my  duty  ;  but  the  fame  duty  will  require 
that  I  fhould  write  an  account  to  congrefs,  and  to  Dr. 
Franklin,  of  its  fuccefs.  To  congrefs,  that  they  may 
draw  their  bills  in  future  upon  Paris  and  Madrid.  To 
Dr.  Franklin,  that  he  may  be  able  to  obtain  the  money  of 
the  court  of  Verfailles,  to  difcharge  the  bills  I  have  alrea- 
dy accepted.  In  this  cafe,  Mr.  Grand,  the  banker  in 
Paris,  will  give  orders,  as  I  expeft,  to  the  houfe  of  Hor- 
neca,  Fitzeau,  and  Co.  at  Amfterdam,  to  pay  the  bills. 
This,  you  fee,  will  make  it  public,  that  my  loan  has  not 
fucceeded  ;  and  the  whole  will  divert  that  part  of  the 
trade  of  America,  which  would  naturally  have  flowed  to 
Amfterdam,  to  France  and  Spain.  Though  I  fhall  be 
mortified  at  this,  there  will  be  one  confolation  ;  we  fliall 
have  HO  intereft  to  pay,  but  what  we  pleafe,  and  when 
we  pleafe  ;  for  the  money  obtained  of  thofe  courts,  has 
been  generoufly  granted,  without  any  terms  whatfoever, 
refpedting  the  rate  of  intereft  or  time  of  payment  of  inter- 
eft or  principal.  We  ftiall  be  under  more  obligations  at 
Paris  and  Madrid,  and  lefs  elfewhere.  I  am  therefore 
not  anxious,  nor  will  I  depart  a  fmgle  doit  from  the  terms, 
if  the  whole  falls  through.  I  have  already  gone  further 
than  will  be  for  the  good  of  my  reputation,  or  promote 
the  intercourfe  between  the  two  countries. 

The  fecret  intelligence  you  give  me,  I  am  rejoiced  to 
hear.  It  fliall  remain  a  fecret  with  me.  I  have  a  great  deal  of 
news  too,  which  I  muft  keep  a  fecret  at  prefent,  but  which 
holds  out  hopes  of  great  and  good  things  to  our  righteous 
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caule.  I  expe£l  to  learn  more  of  it  every  hour.  I  cn- 
clofe  Mr.  Hodgfhon's  three  bills  and  your  eight." 

Leyden,  March  27,  1781,  wrote  to  London.  "  I  am 
very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  trouble  you  have  kind- 
ly taken  in  fending  me  gazettes,  pamphlets  and  books, 
but  the  alteration  of  circumftances  has  rendered  the  com- 
munication fo  difficult  and  expenfive  that  I  am  obliged 
to  defift.  Two  or  three  packets  which  you  mentioned 
in  a  letter  not  long  fmce,  have  not  arrived,  nor  have  I 
heard  any  thing  of  them. 

The  gazettes  coft  me  by  the  poft,  at  a  rate  of  two  hun- 
dred guineas,  I  believe,  by  the  year  ;  and  I  am  now  in  a 
fituation  where  I  have  found  a  way  to  have  all  the  papers 
at  a  comparatively  fmall  expenfe.  So  that  I  fliould  be 
obliged  to  you  to  flop  immediately,  the  two  papers,  the 
Morning  Herald,  and  General  Advertifer  ;  and  alfo  the 
fending  any  more  books  and  pamphlets.  You  will  be 
fo  good  as  to  fend  me  a  minute  of  the  balance  between 
us,  and  whatever  it  may  be  in  your  favor,  I  will  take 
meafures  to  difcharge  immediately.  I  Ihould  be  obliged 
to  you  however,  for  the  continuance  of  your  favors,  and 
the  good  news  of  the  times." 

Leyden,  March  28,  178 1,  wrote  to  Mr.  Jay,  at  Mad- 
rid. "  It  is  fo  long  fince  I  wrote  you,  that  I  am  almoft 
afhamed  to  recoUecl.  I  have  been  in  the  molt  curious 
country,  among  the  mod  incomprehenfible  people,  and 
under  the  mod  fmgular  ccnflitution  of  govornment  in  the 
world.  I  have  not  been  able  to  write  vou  what  could  or 
would  be  done  here  ;  becaufe  I  was  not  able  to  difcover, 
nor  did  I  ever  yet  find  one  man  in  the  country,  who  would 
pretend  to  fay  what  courfe  the  republic  would  take.  At 
this  moment,  although  I  think  there  cannot  be  a  peace 
between  them  and  England  ;  yet  I  fee  no  probability  of 
their  being  in  earnefl  in  the  war,  for  fome  time. 

I  can  tell  you  one  thing,  however,  for  certain,  thai 
the  condu(5l  of  Spain  has  great  influence  here.  Her  de- 
lay, in  acknowledging  our  independence,  contributes  ama- 
zingly to  the  indecifion  of  the  republic.  If  Spain  hati 
entered  fully  into  the  fyftem,  this  counry  would  foon 
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follow.  I  muit  therefore,  beg  of  you  to  communicate  to 
me,  as  much  concerning  this  fubjed  as  you  are  at  liberty 
to  do.  All  nations,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  wait  for 
Spain,  and  thus  prolong  the  evils  of  war,  to  unueceffary 
lengths." 

Leyden,  April  9,  1781,  wrote  to  Meflrs.  Sigourney, 
Ingraham,  and  Brumfield,  at  Amflerdam.  "  I  am  en- 
gaged in  fome  affairs,  which  will  oblige  me  to  be  abfent 
from  Amfterdam  for  fome  days,  if  not  for  fome  weeks  ; 
but  when  I  return  it  will  be  neceifary  for  me  to  have  a 
houfe  and  furniture  fuitable  for  a  minifter  plenipotentiary 
from  the  United  States,  to  receive  and  entertain  compa- 
ny ;  not  in  the  flyle  of  fir  Jofeph  Yorke,  at  eighty  thou- 
fand  guilders  a  year,  but  however,  decent  enough  for  any 
character  in  Europe  to  dine  with  a  republican  citizen.'* 
The  reft  of  this  letter  contains  direftions  concerning  the 
houfe,  furniture,  fervants  to  be  procured,  and  authority 
to  draw  upon  me,  &c.  for  the  money,  &c. 

Leyden,  April  10,  178 1,  wrote  to  MelTrs.  Neufville 
and  Son.  "  1  return  you  the  fix  bills  accepted  on  29th 
March.  The  other  detail,  25th  February,  1780, 1  have 
no  letters  of  advice  about.  Yet  the  bill  is  genuine,  I 
doubt  not.  Is  it  a  part  of  fome  former  bills  which  you 
accepted  ?  If  it  is,  and  the  fecond,  third  or  fourth  of 
the  fame  tenor  have  not  been  accepted  before,  you,  I 
.fuppofe,  may  receive  it  from  Dodtor  Franklin,  as  the  oth- 
ers." 

Leyden,  April  10,  1781,  wrote  to  Doctor  Franklin. 
"  Relying  on  your  rirtues  of  faith  and  hope,  I  accepted 
the  bills  to  the  amount  of  ten  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
drawn  in  favor  of  Mr.  Tracy. 

I  have  received  advice  from  congrefs  of  more  bills 
drawn  upon  me.  When  they  arrive  and  are  prefented,  I 
muft  write  you  concerning  them,  and  defire  you  to  ena- 
ble me  .to  difcharge  them  ;  for  lam  forry  to  be  obliged 
to  fay,  that  although  I  have  opened  a  loan  according  to 
the  bcft  plan  in  my  power,  and  the  plan  and  the  loan 
feem  to  be  countenanced  by  the  public  ;  yet  there  is  little 
money  obtained,  fcarcely  enough  to  defray  the  expenfe 
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of  obligations  and  ftamps.  It  is  daily  more  and  more 
clear  to  me,  that  we  fliall  never  obtain  a  loan  here,  until 
our  independence  is  acknowledged  by  the  ftates.  Till 
then,  every  man  feems  to  be  afraid,  that  his  havino-  anv 
thing  to  do  in  it,  will  b;:  made  a  foundation  of  a  criminal 
proceis,  or  a  provoca^ ^on  to  the  refentment  of  the  mob. 

The  time  is  very  near,  when  fome  of  the  bills  I  ac- 
cepted become  payable.  I  mufl:  intreat  your  excellency's 
anfwer  to  this,  as  loon  as  convenient,  and  to  point  out  to 
me  whether  you  choofe  that  the  houfe  of  Horneca,  Fit- 
zeau  and  Grand,  or  any  other,  fhoald  pay  the  money. 
It  is  a  mofl:  grievous  mortification  to  me,'  to  find  that 
America  has  no  credit  here,  while  England  certainly  fllll 
has  fo  much  :  and  to  find,  that  no  gentleman  in  public 
life  here,  dares  return  me  a  vifit,  or  anfwer  me  a  letter  ; 
even  thofe  who  treated  me  when  I  firft  arrived  here,  with 
great  politenefs.  I  am  intreated,  however,  to  keep  this 
fecret ;  but  have  no  motive  to  fecret  it  from  you  :  on  the 
contrary,  you  ought  to  know  it.  I  am  told  there  will  be 
great  alterations  very  foon.  But  I  have  feen  by  experi- 
ence, that  no  man  in  this  country  knows  what  will  be,  on 
the  morrow.  Let  me  afk  the  favor  of  you,  fir,  to  give 
my  beft  refpecls  to  colonel  Laurens,  &c.'* 

Leyden,  April  ii,  178 1,  wrote  to  MeiTrs.  Sigourney, 
Ingraham,  and  Bromfield.  "  I  am  this  moment  favored 
with  your's  of  the  1  oth,  and  thank  you  for  the  readinefs 
with  which  you  have  undertaken  to  get  me  a  houfe  as 
foon'as  poifible." 

Here  follow  directions  in  detail  concerning  the  houfe, 
furniture,  fervants,  carriage,  &c.  which  I,  of  all  men,  was 
the  leafi:  qualified  to  prefcribe,  having  never  troubled  mv 
head  about  any  fuch  things.  Omitting  thefe,  the  letter 
proceeded — "  I  have  determined  to  refide  at  Amfterdam, 
for  the  facility  of  tranfacling  the  bufinefs  of  the  merchants 
who  have  bills  of  exchange  upon  me  ;  for  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  more  of  our  countrymen,  than  I  could  fee  in  anv 
other  city  ;  and  for  the  pleafure  of  fome  agreeable  ac- 
quaintances I  have  formed  at  Amfterdam.  But  our 
countrymen  ought  to  be  anprifed  that  there  is  unhappily 
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a  difference  of  fentlnient  between  the  court  at  the  Hague 
and  Amfterdam,  and  that  my  refiding  in  that  city  may 
be  liable  to  mifreprefentation,  if  the  motives  of  it  are  not 
underflood." 

Leyden,  April  13,  178 1,  wrote  another  letter  to  Sig- 
ouriiey,  Ingraham,  and  Bromfield,  containing  ftill  more 
particular  directions  concerning  the  houfe,  furniture,  &c. 
&c.  and  authorifmg  them  to  draw  upon  me  or  my  bank- 
ers for  cafh  to  pay  all  their  expenfes,  &c. 

Leyden,  April  16,  178 1,  wrote  to  Dr.  Franklin.  "  I 
had  yefterday  the  honor  of  your*s  of  the  7th.  The  letter 
enclofed  is  a  bitter  fatire  on  the  nation  which  produced 
it.  Is  it  pollible  that  Arnold  fhould  (hew  his  face  among 
men,  after  writing  fuch  a  letter  ?  If  it  is  not  a  bribe,  it 
is  robbery  committed  in  the  American  fervice  ;  for  it  is 
well  known  that  Arnold  had  no  fuch  fum  when  the  war 
began.  He  is  now  employed  in  ftealing  tobacco  and 
negroes  :  fo  is  Cornwallis.  A  fair  employment  for  peers  ; 
for  Arnold  is  the  peer  of  them  all !  I  think  the  fouthern 
Itates  will  have  the  honor,  after  all,  of  putting  the  conti- 
nent in  a  right  way,  to  finifh  the  bufmefs  of  the  war. 
There  has  been  more  fheer  fighting  there  than  any  where. 

All  the  public  papers,  Englifh,  French,  and  Dutch,  af- 
fure  the  world  that  I  have  fucceeded  in  a  loan.  I  wifh 
they  would  prove  their  words.  I  am  told  it  will  do  by 
and  by  ;  fo  I  am,  that  the  nation  will  a£l  vigoroufly  by 
and  by.  I  wifh  both  may  prove  true  j  but  I  have  not 
one  grain  of  your  faith  nor  hope. 

There  are  capitalifls  who  believe  us  able  and  honefl  to 
pay  ;  and  that  we  fhall  prevail  ;  and  they  have  inclina- 
tions enough,  they  fay,  to  the  loan  ;  but  the  true  motive 
of  their  conduct  is  fear  of  being  pointed  out  to  mobs  and 
foldiers  as  perfons  who  have  contributed  to  the  com- 
mencement or  continuance  of  the  war  with  England.  I 
wrote  you  fome  days  ago,  that  I  had  not  fucceeded  at  all, 
and  requefling  your  orders  how  the  bills  accepted  fhould 
be  paid.  Some  of  them  become  payable  the  beginning 
of  May  ;  and  the  fifteenth  of  that  month,  the  fixty  bills, 
amounting  to  ten  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  which  were 
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drawn  in  favor  of  Mr.  Tracy,  become  due.  I  congratu- 
late you  on  your  fuccefs  at  Verfailles.  If  Spain  would 
make  a  treaty  with  Mr.  Jay,  it  would  affift  us  here.  Ev- 
ery body  afks,  why  does  Spain  delay  ?  You  and  I  know 
very  well,  but  cannot  tell.  But  fo  it  is.  Men  always 
ne-zociate  ill,  luhen  they  are  not  in  a  condition  to  make  them- 
fel-ves  feared.  If  America  could  diffemble  enough  to 
threaten  other  nations  with  a  return  to  Great  Britain,  they 
would  be  ready  to  hang  themfelves,  to  prevent  it.  But 
America  is  too  honed  and  fmcere  to  play  fuch  a  game. 
England  would  have  all  the  mountains  of  Mexico  and 
Peru  in  a  few  years,  if  America  fhould  join  her.  Yet  we 
are  flighted.  God  forgive  them  and  enable  America  ta 
forget  their  ungenerofity. 

America  has  fought  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  fix  years ; 
and  not  only  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but  many  dates 
of  Germany,  many  tribes  of  Indians,  and  many  negroes, 
their  allies.  Great  Britain  has  been  moving  earth  and 
hell  to  obtain  allies  againft  us,  yet  it  is  improper  in  us  to 
propofe  an  alliance.  Great  Britain  has  borrowed  all  the 
fuperfluous  wealth  of  Europe;  in  Italy,  Germany,  Hol- 
land, Switzerland,  and  fome  even  in  France,  to  murder 
us  !  yet  it  is  difhonorable  in  us  to  propofe  to  borro\y  mo- 
ney 1  By  Heavens  !  I  would  make  a  bargain  with  all 
Europe,  if  it  lay  with  me.  Let  all  Europe  ftand  (till  ; 
neither  lend  men  nor  money,  nor  fhips  to  England  nor 
America  :  let  them  fight  it  out  alone.  I  would  give  my 
(hare  of  millions  for  fuch  a  bargain.  America  is  treated 
unfairly  and  ungeneroufly  by  Europe.  But  thus  it  is, 
mankind  will  be  fervile  to  tyrannical  mailers,  and  bafely 

devoted  to  vile  idols.  ^  ,  ,  ,o  » 

JOHN  ADAMS." 

,9uincyy  OBoher  21,  1809. 
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LETTER  LI. 

THE  black  cloud  that  hung  over  the  whole  of  the  fev- 
en  provinces ;  the  folemn  gloom  that  pervaded  the  whole 
nation  ;  the  univerfal  uncertainty  and  timidity  that  had 
feized   upon  all  minds,  determined  me  to  bring  my  own 
nuffion  to  a  trial.     If  I  fhould  be  rejected  and  ordered  out 
of  the  country,  our  fituation  would  not  be  worfe.     If  I 
fhould  be  received,  my  object  would  be  gained  :  but  if  I 
fhould  neither  be  received  nor  rejefted,  but  taken  ad  ref- 
erendum^ as  the  mod  intelligent  men  aflured  me  I  fhould 
be,  I  fhould  then  ftand  in   a  fair  diplomatic  character, 
waiting  the  refult  of  the  national  deliberations,  under  the 
protedion  of  the  government,  the  public  faith,  and  the 
national  honor.     Both  myfelf  and  my  friends  would  be 
in  a  fituation  of  more  fafety  and  fecurity.     I  determined 
therefore,  to  communicate  my  commilTion  and  credentials 
to  the  government  :  both  to  their  high  mightineffes  and 
to  the  fladtholdcr.     I  wrote  my  memorials  and  figned 
them  on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  178 1  :  one  to  the  ftates 
general,  the  other  to  the  prince  of  Orange.     It  was  my 
wifli  that  Mr.  Luzac,who  wrote  admirably  well  in  French, 
by  the  acknowledgment  of  all  Europe,  fhould  tranflate  the 
memorials  into  French,  but  Mr.  Dumas  was  very  defirous 
of  performing  that  fervice  ;  and  Mr.  Luzac  undertook 
to  get  it  tranflated  into  Dutch  by  his  brother-in-law,  a 
bookfeller,  printer,  and  editor  of  a  gazettee  at  Delphr, 
who  had  the  reputation  of  one  of  the  mod  mafterly  wri- 
ters in  the  nation  in  their  own  language. 

Amlferdam,  April  27,  1781,  wrote  to  Dr.  Franklin. 
"  I  have  received  your  excellency's  letter  of  the  21  ft,  and 
will  fend  you  the  lift  of  the  bills,  and  of  the  times  of  their 
becoming  due,  according  to  your  defire,  as  foon  as  I  can 
make  it  out.  I  will  examine  Mr.  De  Neufville's  bill,  and 
if  I  find  it  good,  accept  it. 

From  the  time  I  received  from  congrefs,  their  orders 
to  borrow  money  here,  I  have  conftantly  requefted  in  my 
letters,  that  no  draughts  might  be  made  upon  me,  until 
there  fhould  be  news  from  me,  that  I  had  money  to  dif- 
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charge  them,  and  this  reqiiefl;  I  fhall  repeat ;  but  the  cry 
of  the  army  for  cloaths,  induces  congrefs  to  venture  upon 
meafures,  which  appear  hazardous  to  us.  However,  by 
the  intelhgence  I  have,  they  had  grounds  to  expeft  that 
the  draughts  hitherto  made,  would  be  honored. 

I  have  fometimes  thought,  however  paradoxical  it  may 
feem,  that  one  fett  of  bills  protefled,  would  immediately 
procure  congrefs  a  loan.  No  bills  are  in  better  credit 
than  thefe.  There  is  an  appetite  here  for  American  trade 
as  ravenous  as  that  of  a  fhark  for  his  prey  :  and  if  they 
faw  a  profpect  of  having  their  commerce  broken  up,  they 
would  do  much  to  lave  it. 

1  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  excellency,  that  I 
fometime  ago  received  from  congrefs  full  powers  to  con- 
clude with  the  ftates  general  of  the  United  Provinces  of 
the  low  countries,  concerning  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce ;  and  that  I  have  very  lately  received  a  letter  of 
credence  as  minifter  plenipotentiary  to  their  high  mighti- 
neffes  ;  and  another  to  his  ferene  highnefs  the  prince  of 
Orange.  Being  thus  fixed  to  this  country  for  the  prefent, 
I  have  taken  a  houfe  in  Amfterdam,  on  the  Keizerfgraht, 
near  the  Spiegal  Straat,  for  theconvenienceof  our  coun- 
trymen who  have  occafion  to  vifit  me,  and  of  merchants 
who  have  bills  upon  me,  until  their  high  mightinelfes  fhall 
have  taken  the  neceffary  time  to  deliberate  upon  it  and 
determine  to  acknowledge  the  itidependence  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  enter  into  treaties  with  them  and  receive  me 
at  the  Hague.  If  this  fhould  happen  1  hope  we  Hiould 
obtain  a  credit  here  ;  but  we  never  fliall  before." 

About  this  time,  confidering  the  connection  between 
the  United  States  and  France,  it  was  very  obvious  that 
prudence  required  I  fhould  communicate  my  defign  to 
the  French  ambaflador.  I  was  not,  however,  without 
apprehenfions  of  the  confequence  of  it,  for  I  could  not 
doubt  that  the  count  de  Vergennes  had  information  of 
my  appointment  fooner  than  1  had,  and  I  had  a  thoufand 
reafons  to  believe  that  my  whole  fyftem  in  Holland,  and 
even  my  refidence  in  it  was  difagreeable  to  him.  I  might 
prefumc,  and  I  did  prefume,  that  the  duke  had  inftrudion^ 
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from  the  count  to  counterad  nic.     But  the  inconvenient 
ces  that  would  arife  from  conccaHng  my  dt^fign  from  the 
French  anibalfador,  appearing  to  overbalance  thofc  in  the 
other  fcale,  I  wrote  to  his  excellency  information  that  I 
had  received  from  congrefs  full  powers  and  credentials 
as  a  minifter  plenipotentiary  to  the  ftates  general  and  the 
prince  of  Orange.     I  received  a  reply  from  the  duke  im- 
mediately, "  that  he  had  received  my  letter,  but  that  I 
had  not  informed  him  whether  it  was  mv  defign  to  pre- 
fent  my  full  powers  to  their  high  mightinefl'es  :  if  fuch 
was  my  intention,  he  defired  a  previous  conference  with 
me.     I  went  immediately  to  the  Hague,  and  made  my 
vifit  to  the  hotel  de  France.     The  duke  entered  at  once 
into  converfation  with  me  to  diffuade  me  from  prefenting 
my  credentials.     He  detained  me  two  hours.     I  anfwered 
all  his  queilions,  and  replied  to  all  his  arguments.     But 
as  is  ufual,  neither  was  convinced,  and  I  took  my  leave 
with  as  full  a  determination  as  ever  to  purfue  my  plan. 
The  next  morning  at  eight  o'clock,  the  duke  appeared  at 
my  lodgings,  at  the  principal  inn  of  the  city,  at  the  fign 
of  the  parliament  of  England,  and  renewed  his  efforts  to 
divert  me  from  my  purpofe.     He  went  over  all  the  ground 
we  had  trod  the  day  before,  and  ran  about  all  Europe, 
efpecially  the  northern  maritime  confederation,  to  find 
arguments  againft  the  (tep  I  propofed  to  take.     Although 
his  topics  appeared  to  me  extremely  frivolous,  I  liftened 
to  them  with  all  the  refpeft  which  was  due  to  the  am.baf- 
fador  of  France,  and  to  rhe  perfonal  character  of  the  duke 
which  I  fincerely  efteemed.     It  is  but  juftice  to  fay,  that 
in  all  my  intercourfe  with  the  duke  de  la  Vaguion,  I.  was 
uniformly  treated  by  him,   his  duchefs,   their  children 
and  domeflics,  with   the  utmoft  politenefs,    and  indeed 
with  the  freedom  and  familiarity  of  friendfhip. 

In  this  trarfaclion  I  committed  two  faults  :  i.  In  not 
infifting  that  tiicfe  difcufiions  fliould  be  in  writing.  2. 
In  not  committing  them  to  writing  when  they  were  frefh 
in  my  mind.  The  only  excufe  that  can  be  made  for  both 
Is,  that  I  had  not  time-<  Too  many  objeds  preffed  upon 
:tiie  at  once.     At  the  diilance  of  eight  and  twenty  years. 
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it  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  a  lecoHcaion  of  them  by 
memory,  and  they  mufl  be  loft  forever,  unlefs  feme  fu- 
ture Dairymple  or  Fox,  after  a  century  or  two,  fnould 
find  accefs  to  the  diplomatic  archieves  of  France,  and 
there  find  fome  account  of  them  in  the  duke's  difpatches 
to  his  court. 

The  duke  detained  me  between  four  and  five  hours  at 
this  fecond  interview,  urging  all  the  time  his  objedions 
and  reafons  againft  my  going  to  the  itates.  There  v/as  no 
folidity  in  them  ;   I  knew  them  to  be  mere  pretexts. 

At  laft,  when  he  found  I  was  not  convinced,  he  defired 
me  to  poftpone  my  vifit  to  the  prefident  of  their  high 
mightinelTes,  until  he  could  write  to  the  count  de  Vergen- 
nes  and  have  his  opinion.  I  anfwered,  by  no  means  : 
Why  ?  Becaufe  1  know  beforehand  the  count's  opinion 
will  be  point  blank  againft  me  ;  and  I  had  rather  proceed 
againft  his  judgment  without  officially  knowing  his  opin- 
ion, than  vi'ith  it,  as  I  am  determined  in  all  events  to  go. 
The  duke  had  one  refnurcc  ftili  left.  It  was  to  perfuade 
me  to  join  him  or  let  him  alone,  in  writing  a  requeft  to 
the  king  of  France,  that  he  would  order  his  ambafiador 
to  unite  with  me,  in  my  endeavors  to  obtain  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  my  public  character.  I  anfwered  again,  by 
no  means  :  Why  ?  Becaufe  monfieur  le  duke,  if  I  mufl 
fpeak  out  in  plain  Englifli,  or  plain  French,  I  know  the 
decifion  of  the  king's  council  v/ill  be  direcclv  and  deci- 

^  O  J 

dedly  againft  me  ;  and  I  am  decidedly  determined  to  go 
to  the  prefident,  though  I  had  a  refolution  of  the  king  in 
council  againft  me,  and  before  my  eyes.  Befides,  the 
moments  are  critical,  and  there  is  no  time  to  be  loft — 
whereas,  the  correfpondence  and  negociations  you  pro- 
pofe  may  be  fpun  out  for  years.  Moreover,  I  think  that 
iieither  the  king:  nor  his  minifters  ou2;ht  to  commit  them- 
felves  m  this  bufmefs.  What !  faid  the  duke  ?  Will  you 
take  the  refponfibility  of  it  upon  yourfelf  r  Indeed,  mon- 
fieur le  duke,  I  will  ;  and  I  think  I  alone  ought  to  be 
refponfible  ;  and  that  no  other  ambaftador,  minifter,  coun- 
cil or  court,  ought  to  be  nnfwerable  for  any  thing  concern- 
ing it..     "  Are  you  v/illing  to  be  refponfible  then  r"    In- 
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deed  I  am,  and  upon  my  head  may  all  the  confequences 
of  it  rclt.  "  Are  you  then  determined  ?*'  Determined, 
and  unalterably  determined  I  am. 

The  duke  upon  hearing  this,  changed  his  countenance 
and  the  tone  of  his  voice,  and  faid  very  plcafantly — well 
I  can  fay  no  more.  If  you  are  determined,  and  actually 
go  to  the  dates  general,  though  it  will  be  againft:  my 
opinion  and  advice,  and  although  I  can  give  you  no  af- 
fiftance  in  my  official  capacity,  yet  as  a  man  and  an  indi- 
vidual, I  will  give  you  all  the  countenance  in  my  power. 
I  thanked  his  excellency  for  his  declaration,  which  I  re- 
ceived in  the  moft  friendly  manner ;  and  affured  him  it 
was  all  the  aid  I  expeded  or  defired,  as  I  fully  agreed 
with  him  that  neither  his  public  charader  or  the  condu£b 
of  his  court  ought  in  any  manner  or  degree  to  be  com- 
promifed  in  the  affair. 

Notwithflanding  all  this,  after  our  treaty  was  made 
with  Holland,  the  count  de  Vergennes  ordered  the  French 
minifter  to  announce  formally  to  congrefs,  in  the  i-ame 
of  the  king,  that  his  majefty  had  affifted  the  United  States 
in  forming  the  connediion  between  them  and  the  flates 
general  of  the  United  Provinces  ;  and  his  majefty  re- 
ceived a  formal  vote  of  thanks  from  congrefs^  for  that 
favor. 

Leyden,  May  3,  1781,  wrote  to  congrefs,  "  On  the 
firfl  day  of  May,  I  went  to  the  Hague,  and  wrote  to  his 
excellency  Peter  Van  Bleifwick,  grand  penfioner  of  Hol- 
land, that  having  fomething  of  importance  to  coniaiuni- 
cate  to  him,  I  propofed  to  do  myfclf  the  honor  of  waiting 
on  him  the  next  morning,  at  half  after  eight,  if  that  time 
ihould  be  agreeable  to  him  ;  but  if  any  other  hour  would 
be  more  convenient,  I  requefted  his  excellency  to  mention 
it.  The  anfwer,  which  was  not  in  writing,  was,  that  half 
after  eight  fhould  be  the  time.  Accordingly,  the  next 
morning,  I  waited  on  him,  and  was  politely  received.  I 
informed  him  that  I  had  alked  his  permiffion  to  make 
him  this  vifit  in  order  to  communicate  to  him  that  I  had 
I'eceived  from  my  fovereign,  the  United  States  of  America 
full  powers  to  treat  with  the  ffates  general,  and  a  letter 
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of  credence  as  a  minlfter  plenipotentiary  to  their  high 
mightlneffes  ;  and  another  to  his  mofl:  ferene  highnefs 
the  prince  ;  and  that  it  was  my  intention  to  communicate 
thofe  powers  and  letters  to  their  high  mightinefles,  and 
to  his  mofl  ferene  highnefs,  on  Friday  next,  the  4th  of 
May. 

His  excellency  faid  he  would  acquaint  the  dates  and  his 
highnefs  with  it  :  that  in  his  private  opinion,  he  thought 
favorably  of  it ;  but  that  he  mud  wait  the  orders  of  his 
maflers  ;  that  it  was  a  matter  fomewhat  delicate  for  the 
republic.  I  replied,  that  I  hoped  the  delicacy  of  it,  in  the 
prefent  (late  of  open  and  declared  war  between  England 
and  Holland,  would  not  be  confidered  as  an  obftacle. 
That  I  thought  it  the  intereft  of  the  republic,  as  well  as 
of  America,  that  they  fhould  unite.  His  excellency  re- 
joined, "  one  thing  is  certain,  we  have  a  common  ene- 
my.'* 

As  this  was  a  vifit  fimply  to  impart  my  defign  ;  and 
I  knew  enough  of  the  delicate  fituation  of  this  minifter, 
and  of  his  reputed  fentiments,  to  be  fenfible  that  he  did 
not  wifli  to  enter  into  any  very  particular  converfation  at 
this  time  upon  public  affairs,  I  here  rofe  to  take  my  leave. 
His  excellency  afked  me  if  I  had  any  good  news  from 
America  ?  1  anfwered,  none  very  late.  He  then  faid, 
he  fhould  be  glad  to  form  an  acquaintance  with  me.  I 
anfwered,  this  would  be  very  flattering  to  me,  and  thus 
took  my  leave. 

To-morrow  morning  I  propofe  to  go  to  the  prcfident 
of  their  high  mightinefles,  to  fecretary  Fagel,  and  to  the 
fecretary  of  the  prince  of  Orange.  This  moment,  for 
the  firfl  time,  I  have  received  the  congrefs  account  of 
general  Morgan's  glorious  vidlory  over  Tarlton." 

Amfterdam,  May  7,  178  i,  wrote  to  congrefs.  "  On 
the  fourth  of  May,  I  did  myfelf  the  honor  to  vifit  Peter 
Van  Bleifwick,  grand  penAonary  of  Holland,  and  pre- 
fented  him  with  a  letter  containing  a  copy  of  my  memorial 
to  the  flates  general,  &c.  His  excellency  faid,  that  it 
was  neceffary  for  me  to  go  to  the  prcfident  and  fecretary 
of  their  high  mightinefles  ;  and  that  it  was  not  cufl^omary 
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for  foreign  miniiters  to  communicate  any  thing  to  the 
penfionary  of  Holland.  1  obfcrved  that  I  had  been  advi- 
fed  by  the  French  ambaflador,  (as  indeed  1  had  been  by 
many  others)  to  prefent  copies  to  him,  and  they  were 
only  copies  which  I  had  the  honor  to  offer  him.  He  faid 
he  could  not  receive  them  :  that  I  mud  go  to  the  prefi- 
dent  ;  but  faid  his  excellency,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  ap- 
prife  you,  that  the  prefident  will  make  a  difficulty,  or 
rather  will  refufe  to  receive  any  letter  or  paper  from  you, 
becaufe  the  ftate  you  fay  you  reprefent,  is  not  yet  ac- 
knowledged to  be  a  fovereign  flate  by  the  fovereign  of  this 
nation.  The  prefident  will  hear  what  you  have  to  fay  to 
him  ;  make  report  of  it  to  their  high  mightinefles  ;  and 
they  will  tranfmit  it  to  the  feveral  provinces,  for  the  de- 
liberation of  the  various  members  of  the  fovereignty.  I 
thanked  his  excellency  for  this  information,  (though  there 
was  nothing  in  it  new  to  me)  and  departed. 

I  then  pi-efented  myfelf  to  the  prefident  of  their  high 
mightinefles  for  the  week,  the  baron  Linden  de  Hemmen, 
a  deputy  of  the  province  of  Guelderland,  to  whom  I 
communicated,  that  I  had  lately  received  from  my  fove- 
reign, the  United  States  of  America,  in  congrefs  aifem- 
bled,  a  commiffion  with  full  powers  and  infl ructions  to 
treat  with  the  dates  general,  concerning  a  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce  ;  that  I  had  alfo  received  a  letter  of  cre- 
dence as  minifter  plenipotentiary  to  their  high  mighii- 
neffes  ;  and  requefted  him  to  lay  before  their  high  migh- 
tinefles, either  the  originals,  or  a  memorial,  in  which  I 
had  done  myfelf  the  honor  to  fl:ate  all  thefe  fads,  and  to 
enclofe  copies. 

The  prefident  faid  that  he  could  not  undertake  to  re- 
ceive from  me  either  the  originals  or  any  memorial,  be- 
caufe America  was  not  yet  acknowledged  as  a  fovereign 
ftate,  by  the  fovereign  of  >this  country  ;  but  that  he  would 
make  report  to  their  high  mightineifes  of  all  that  I  had 
faid  to  him,  and  that  it  'would  become  ihe  fubjed  of  de- 
liberation in  tiie  feverai  provinces.  That  he  thought  it 
a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  republic.  I  anfwered, 
I  was  <-lad  to  hear  him  fay  he  thought  it  important ;  for 
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it  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  interefl  of  the  two  republics 
to  become  united. 

After  having  apprifed  him  that  in  the  prefent  circum- 
flances,  I  thought  it  would  be  my  duty  to  make  public  my 
application  to  their  high  mightinefles,  I  thanked  him  for 
his  politenefs,  and  retired. 

I  had  prepared  copies  of  the  memorial  and  all  the  other 
papers  for  the  fecretary,  Mr.  Fagel  :  but  as  the  prefident 
had  refufed  to  receive  the  originals,  it  was  obvioufly  in- 
confiflent  for  the  fecretary  to  receive  copies.  I  therefore 
omitted  the  vifit  to  his  office. 

I  then  went  to  the  baron  de  Ray,  the  fecretary  of  the 
prince,  with  a  letter  addreffed  to  his  mod  ferene  highnefs, 
containing  a  memorial,  informing  him  of  my  credentials 
to  his  court,  and  copies  of  the  memorial  to  their  high 
mightinefles.  The  fecretary  received  me  poHtely,  accept- 
ed the  letter,  and  promifed  to  prefent  it  to  the  ftadtholder. 
He  requefled  to  know  where  I  lodged  ?  and  was  informed 
at  the  parliament  of  England. 

Having  returned  to  my  apartments  at  the  inn,  I  heard 
about  two  hours  afterwards,  that  the  prince  had  been  to 
the  aflembly  of  the  dates  general  for  about  half  an  hour. 
In  about  another  hour,  the  fervant  of  the  houfe  announced 
to  me  the  baron  de  Ray.  I  went  to  receive  him,  and 
invited  him  into  my  apartment ;  he  entered  and  faid,  that 
he  was  charged  on  the  part  of  the  prince  with  his  high- 
nefs* compliments  to  me,  and  to  inform  me,  that  as  the 
independence  of  my  country  was  not  yet  acknowledged 
by  the  fovereign  of  his,  he  could  not  receive  the  letter 
from  me  ;  and  therefore  requefted  that  I  would  take  it 
back,  which  I  did  refpedfully.  The  fecretary  then  po- 
litely faid,  he  was  very  much  obliged  to  me  for  having 
given  him  an  opportunity  to  fee  my  perfon,  and  took  his 
leave. 

The  prefident  made  report  to  their  high  mightinefles, 
as  foon  as  they  aflembled,  and  his  report  was  ordered  to 
be  recorded.  Whereupon  the  deputies  of  each  of  the 
feven  provinces  demanded  copies  of  the  record,  to  be 
tranfmittcd  to  the  refpeCtive  regencies,  for  tlieir  delibera- 
69 
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tion  and  decilion  j  or  in  the  technical  language  of  the 
hiws  ot  this  country,  it  was  taken  ad  referendum  on  the 
fame  day. 

The  next  morning  I  made  a  vifit  to  the  French  ambaf- 
fador,  the  duke  de  hi  Vauguion,  and  acquainted  him  with 
all  the  fteps  I  had  taken.  He  faid  he  dill  perfifted  in  his 
opinion  that  the  time  was  not  the  mod  favorable  ;  but 
as  the  meafure  was  taken,  he  would  as  an  individual, 
(but  not  as  an  ambafl'ador)  fupport  and  promote  it  to  the 
utmoft:  of  his  power. 

It  would  require  a  large  fpace  to  explain  all  the  reafons 
and  motives  which  I  had  for  choofing  the  prefent  time  in 
preference  to  a  later  ;  but  I  think  I  can  demonftrate,  that 
every  moment's  delay  would  have  been  attended  with 
danger  and  inconvenience.  All  Europe  is  in  a  crifis,  and 
this  ingredient  thrown  in  at  this  time,  will  have  more  ef- 
feft  than  at  any  other.  At  a  future  time,  I  may  enlarge 
upon  this  fubjeft. 

At  the  foot  of  this  letter  to  congrefs,  I  find  in  my  hand 
writing  a  note,  February  20,  1782.  The  late  evacuation 
of  the  barrier  towns,  and  demolition  of  their  fortifications, 
may  ferve  as  a  comment  on  the  duke  de  la  Vauguion*s 
opinion  againft  the  point  of  time.  But  if  it  fhews  that  he 
was  right  for  his  country,  it  fhews  alfo,  that  I  was  right 
for  mine.  And  the  Dutch  only  have  been  wrong  in  be- 
ing blind. 

1  had  been  very  bufily  and  confidentially  employed  in 
confultations  with  my  Dutch  friends,  many  of  whom  were 
members  of  the  fovereignty,  and  among  the  bed  charac- 
ters and  mod  refpeftable  men  in  the  nation.  I  had  not 
taken  a  dep  without  their  advice  and  full  approbation. 
They  were  unanimoufly  of  my  opinion  that  our  American 
negociations  both  for  a  political  and  commercial  connec- 
tion, and  for  a  loan  of  money,  diould  be  kept  as  didindl 
as  poflible  from  all  French  influence.  They  were  alfo 
unanimous  for  fending  a  copy  in  three  languages  to  every 
member  of  the  conditutional  fovereignty  in  all  the  prov- 
inces, amounting  in  the  whole  to  between  four  and  five 
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tliouland  perfons.     This  was  accordingly   done.     Th« 
memorial  you  will  have  in  the  next  letter. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
^incy,  November  3,  1809. 


LETTER  LII. 

IN  my  lafl  letter  I  mentioned  the  following 

MEMORIAL 
To  their  high  mightinefles  the  flates  general  of  the  Uni- 
ted Provinces  of  the  low  countries. 

Hig/j  and  Mighty  Loi'ds, 

The  fubfcriber  has  the  honor  to  propofc  to  your  high 
mightinefles,  that  the  United  States  of  America,  in  con- 
grefs  alTembled,  have  lately  thought  fit  to  fend  him  a 
commiffion  (with  full  powers  and  inftruclions)  to  confer 
with  your  high  mightineifes  concerning  a  treaty  of  ann'ty 
and  commerce,  an  authentic  copy  of  which  he  has  the 
honor  to  annex  to  this  memorial. 

At  the  times  when  the  treaties 'between  this  republic 
and  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  were  made,  the  people, 
who  now  compofe  the  United  States  of  America,  were  a 
part  of  the  Englifh  nation  j  as  fuch,  allies  of  the  republic, 
and  parties  to  thofe  treaties  ;  entitled  to  all  their  benefits, 
and  fubmitting  cheerfully  to  all  their  obligations. 

It  is  true,  that  when  the  Britifh  adminiftration,  renounr 
cing  the  ancient  character  of  Engliflimen  for  generofity, 
juflice  and  humanity,  conceived,  the  defign  of  fubveriing 
the  political  fyftems  of  the  colonies  ;  depriving  them  of 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  Englilhmen,  and  reducing  them 
to  the  worft  of  all  forms  of  government,  ftarving  the  peo- 
ple by  blockading  the  ports,  and  cutting  off  their  fiiheries 
and  commerce  ;  fending  fleets  and  armies  to  deO:roy  ev- 
ery principle  and  fentiment  of  liberty,  and  to  con  fume 
their  habitations  and  their  lives  ;  making  contracts  for 
foreign  troops,  and  alliances  with  favage  nations  to  aflifl 
them  in  their  enterprife  ;  cading  formally,  by  aft  o^  pir- 
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liament,  three  millions  of  people  at  once  out  of  the  pro- 
tedion  of  the  crown  ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  did  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  congrefs  affembled,  pafs 
that  memorable  ad,  by  which  they  alTumed  an  equal  fla~ 
tion  among  the  nations. 

This  immortal  declaration,  of  the  4th  of  July,   1776, 
when  America  was  invaded  by  an  hundred  veflels  of  war, 
and   according  to  eflimates  laid  before  parliament,  by 
55,000  of  veteran  troops,  was  not  the  effect  of  any  fud- 
den  paffion,  or  enthufiafm  ;  but  a  meafure  which  had 
been  long   in  deliberation  among  the  people,  maturely 
difculTcd  in  fome  hundreds  of  popular  aflemblies,  and  by 
public  writings  in  all  the  dates  :  it  was  a  meafure  which 
congrefs  did  not  adopt  until  they  had  received  the  politive 
inftrudions  of  their  conftituents  in  all  the  ftates  :  it  was 
then  unanimoufly  adopted  by  congrefs,  fubfcribed  by  all 
its  members,  tranfmitted  to  the  aflemblies  of  the  feveral 
ilates,   and   by  them  refpedively  accepted,    ratified  and 
recorded  among  their  archives  ;  fo  that  no  decree,  edid, 
flatute,    placart  or  fundamental  law  of  any  nation  was 
ever  made  with  more  folemnity,  or  with  more  unanimity 
or  cordiality  adopted,  as  the  ad  and  Gonfent  of  the  whole 
people,   than  this  :  and  it  has  been  held  facred  to  this 
day  by  every  ftate,  with  fuch  unfhaken  firmnefs,  that  not 
even  the  fmalleft  has  ever  been  induced  to  part  from  it, 
although  the  Englifh  have  wafted  many  millions,  and  vaft 
fleets  and  armies,  in  the  vain  attempt  to  invalidate  it.    On 
the  contrary,  each  of  the  thirteen  ftates  has  inftituted  a 
form  of  government  for  itfelf  under  the  authority  of  the 
people  ;  has  ereded  its  legiflature  in  the  feveral  branch- 
es ;  its  executive  authority  with  all  its  offices  ;  its  judi- 
ciary department  and  judges  ;  its  army,  miHtia,  revenue, 
and  fome  of  them  their  navy  :  and  all  thofe  departments 
of  government  have  been  regularly  and  conftitutionally 
organized  vmder  theaflbciatedfuperintendancy  of  congrefs, 
now  thefe  five  years,  and  have   acquired  a  confiftency, 
folidity  and  adivity,  equal  to  the  oldeft  and  moft  eftab- 
lifhed  governments.     It  is  true,  that  in  fome  ipeeches  and 
writings  of  the  Englilh  it  is  ftill  contended,  that  the  peo- 
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pie  of  America  are  dill  in  principle  and  afTeclion  with 
them  :  but  thefe  aflfcrtions  are  made  againft  fuch  cvidcnr 
truth  and  demonllration,  that  it  is  furprifmg  thev  fhould 
find  at  this  day  one  believer  in  the  world.     One  may  ap 
peal  to  the  writings  and  recorded  fpeeches  of  the  Englifli 
for  the  laft  feventeen  years,  to  (hew,  that  fimilar  mifrep- 
refentations  have  been  inceflantly  repeated  through  that 
whole  period,  and  that  the  conclufion  of  every  year  has  in 
facl  confuted  the  confident  aflertions  and  predidions  oi" 
the  beginning  of  it.     The  fubfcriber  begs  leave  to  fay 
from  his  own  knowledge  of  the  people  of  America,  (and 
he  has  a  better  right  to   obtain  credit,  becaufe  he  ha? 
better  opportunity  to  know,  than  any  Briton  whatfoever; 
that  they  are  unalterably  determined  to  maintain  their 
independence.     He  confefles,  that  notwithftanding   bis 
confidence  through  his  whole  life  in  the  virtuous  fenti- 
ments  and  uniformity  of  character  among  his  countrymen, 
their  unanimity  has  furprifed   him  :  that  all  the  power, 
arts,  intrigues,  and  bribes,  which  have  been  employed  in 
the  feveral  Hates,  fhould  have  feduced  from  the  ilandard 
of  virtue  fo  contemptible  a  few,   is  more  fortunate  than 
could   have  been   expelled.     This  independence  llandti 
upon  fo  broad  and  firm  a  bottom  of  the  people's  interefts, 
honor,  confciences  and  affeftions,  that  it  will  not  be  af- 
fe(5ted  by  any  fuccelfes  the  Engliih  may  obtain  either  in 
America,  or  againft  the  European  powers  at  war,  nor  br 
any  alliances  they  can  poflibly  form  ;  if  Indeed  in  fo  unjuP: 
and  defperate  a  caufe  they  can  obtain  any.     Neverthelef?. 
although  compelled  by  necefTity,  and  warranted  by  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  colonies,  and  of  the  Britifli  con- 
ffitution,  by  principles  avowed  in  the  Engliih  laws,  and 
confirmed  by  many  examples  in  the  Englifli  hiitory,  by 
principles  interwoven  into  the  hiftory  and  pubHc  rip;htoi 
Europe,  in  the  great  examples  of  the  Helvetic  and  Belgic 
confederacies,  and  many  others  ;  and  frequently  acknow- 
ledged and   ratified   by  the  diplomatic  body,  principle^ 
founded  in  eternal  juftice,  and  the  laws  of  God  and  n?.- 
ture,  to  cut  afunder  forever,  all  the  tics  which  had  con- 
peded  them  with  Great  Britain  :  yet  the  people  of  Amer- 
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fca  did  not  confider  themfelves  as  feparating  from  their 
allies,  efpecially  the  republic  of  the  United  Provinces,  or 
departing  from  their  connexions  with  any  of  tiie  people 
under  their  government ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  pre- 
ferved  the  fame  affeftion,  eflecm  and  refpeft  for  the  Dutch 
>  nation,  in  every  part  of  the  world,  which  they  and  their 
anceftors  had  ever  entertained. 

When  found  policy  didated  to  congrefs  the  precaution 
offending  perfons  to  ncgociate  narurat  alliances  m  Eu- 
rope, it  was  not  from  a  failure  in  rcfpecl:  that  they  did  not 
fend  a  minifter  to  your  high  mighdnelTes,  with  the  nift 
whom  they  fent  abroad  :  but  inlbufted  in  the  nature  of 
the  connexions  between  Great  Britr.in  and  the  republic, 
and  in  the  fyftem  of  peace  and  neutrality,  which  fhe  had 
fo  long  purfued,  they  thought  proper  to  refped;  both  fo 
far,  as  not  to  feek  or  embroil  her  with  her  allies,  to  excite 
divifions  in  the  nation,  or  lay  embarraffments  before  it. 
But,  fince  the  Britifli  adminiltration,  uniform  and  perfe- 
vering  in  injuftice,  defpifmg  their  allies,  as  much  as  their 
Golonifls  and  fellow  fubjefts  ;  difregarding  the  faith  of 
treaties,  as  much  as  that  of  royal  charters  ;  violating  the 
law  of  nations,  as  they  had  before  done  the  fundamental 
laws  of  the  colonies  and  the  inherent  rights  of  Britifli  fub- 
jeds,  have  arbitrarily  fet  afide  all  the  treaties  between  the 
crown  and  the  republic,  declared  war,  and  commenced 
hodilities,  the  fettled  intentions  of  which  they  had  mani- 
fefted  long  before  ;  all  thofe  motives,  w^htch  before  re- 
trained the  congrefs,  ceafe  ;  and  an  opportunity  prefents 
of  propofmg  fuch  connexions,  as  the  United  States  of 
'  America  have  a  right  to  form,  confifl;ent  with  the  treaties 
already  formed  with  France  and  Spain,  which  they  are 
under  every  obligation  of  duty,  intereft,  and  inclination 
to  obferve  facred  and  inviolate  ;  and  confident  with  fuch 
other  treaties,  as  it  is  their  intention  to  propofe  to  other 
fovereigns. 

If  there  was  ever  among  nations  a  natural  alliance,  one 
may  be  formed  between  the  two  republics.  The  firfl 
planters  of  the  four  northern  dates  found  in  this  country 
an  afylum  from  perfecution,  and  refided  here  from  the 
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year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eight,  to  the  year  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty,  twelve  years  preceding 
their  migration.  They  ever  entertained  and  have  tranf- 
mitted  to  pofterity,  a  grateful  remembrance  of  that  pro- 
tedion  and  hofpitality,  and  efpecially  of  that  religious  lib- 
erty they  found  here,  having  fought  it  in  vain  in  England. 
The  firft  inhabitants  of  two  other  flates,  New- York 
and  New-Jerfey,  were  immediate  emigrants  from  this  na- 
tion, and  have  tranfmitted  their  religion,  language,  cuf- 
toms,  manners  and  character  ;  and  America  in  general, 
until  her  connexions  with  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  has 
ever  confidered  this  nation  as  her  firft  friend  in  Europe, 
whofe  hiftory,  and  the  great  characters  it  exhibits,  in  the 
various  arts  of  peace,  as  well  as  achievements  of  war  by 
fea  and  land,  have  been  particularly  ftudied,  admired  and 
imitated  in  every  ftate. 

A  fimilitude  of  religion,  although  it  is  not  deemed  fo 
eifential  in  this  as  in  former  ages  to  the  alliance  of  nations, 
is  ftill,  as  it  ev^r  will  be  thought,  a  defirable  circumftance. 
Now  it  may  be  faid  with  truth,  that  there  are  no  two  na- 
tions, whofe  worfhip,  doctrine,  and  difcipline,  are  more 
alik?,  than  thofe  of  the  two  republics.  In  this  particular, 
therefore,  as  far  as  it  is  of  weight,  an  alliance  would  be 
perfectly  natural. 

A  fimilarity  in  the  forms  of  government,  is  ufually 
confidered  as  another  circumftance,  which  renders  allian- 
ces natural  ;  and  although  the  conftitutions  of  the  two 
republics  are  not  perfectly  alike,  there  is  yet  analogy 
enough  between  them,  to  make  a  connexion  eafy  in  this 
refped. 

In  general  ufages,  and  in  the  liberality  of  fentiments  in 
thofe  momentous  points,  the  freedom  of  enquiry,  the 
right  of  private  judgment  and  the  liberty  of  vionfcience, 
of  fo  much  importance  to  befupported  in  the  world,  and 
imparted  to  all  mankind,  and  which  at  this  hour  are  in 
more  danger  from  Great  Britain  and  that  intolerant  fpirit 
which  is  fecretly  fomenting  there,  than  from  any  other 
quarter,  the  two  nations  rei'emble  each  other  more  than 
anv  others. 
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The  originals  of  the  two  republics  are  lb  miich  alike,- 
ihat  the  hiftory  of  one  feems  but  a  tranfciipt  from  that 
of  the  other  :  fo  that  every  Dutchman  inilrucled  in  the 
fubjecl,  nuifl  pronounce  the  American  revolution  juft  and 
uecefl'ary,  or  pafs  a  cenfure  upon  the  greateft  adlions  of 
his  immortal  anceflors  :  actions  which  have  been  approv- 
ed and  applauded  by  mankind,  and  juftified  by  the  de- 
afion  of  Heaven. 

But  the  circumflance,  which  perhaps  in  this  age  has 
ifrongcr  influence  than  any  other  in  the  formation  of 
triendihips  between  nations,  is  the  great  and  growing  in- 
tereft  of  commerce;  of  the  whole  fyftem  of  which  through 
the  globe,  your  high  mightinefles  are  too  perfect  maf- 
ters,  for  me  to  fay  any  thing  that  is  not  familiarly  known. 
It  may  not  however  be  amifs  to  hint,  that  the  central  fitu- 
ation  of  this  country,  her  extenfive  navigation,  her  pof- 
Jeffions  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft-Indies,  the  intelligence  of 
her  merchants,  the  number  of  her  capitalifts,  and  the 
riches  of  her  funds,  render  a  connection  with  her  very 
ticfirable  to  America  : — and  on  the  other  hand,  the  abun- 
dance and  variety  of  the  productions  of  America,  the 
materials  of  manufactures,  navigation  and  commefte  ; 
the  vaft  demand  and  confumption  in  America  of  the 
manufactures  of  Europe,  of  merchandizes  from  the  Bal- 
tic, and  from  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  the  fituation  of  the 
Dutch  pofl'eflions  in  the  Weft-Indies,  cannot  admit  a 
doubt,  that  a  connection  with  the  United  States  would 
be  ufeful  to  this  republic.  The  Englifli  are  fo  fenfible 
of  this,  that  notwithitanding  all  their  profefTions  of  friend- 
fhip,  they  have  ever  confidered  this  nation  as  their  rival 
in  the  American  trade  ;  a  fentim.ent  which  dictated  and 
maintained  their  fevere  a6t  of  navigation,  as  injurious  to 
the  commerce  and  naval  power  of  this  country,  as  it  was 
both  to  the  trade  and  the  rights  of  the  colonifts.  There 
is  now  an  opportunity  offered  to  both,  to  ftiake  off  this 
ihackle  forever.  If  any  confidtration  whatever  could 
have  induced  them  to  have  avoided  a  war  with  your  high 
mightineii'es,  it  would  have  been  the  apprehenfion  of  an 
alliance  between  the  two  republics :  and  it  is  cafy  to  fore- 
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fee,  that  nothing  will  contribute  more  to  oblige  them  to 
a  peace,  than  fuch  a  connection  once  completely  formed. 
It  is  needlefs  to  point  out  particularly,  what  advantages 
might  be  derived  to  the  poffeffions  of  the  republic  in  the 
Weft-Indies  from  a  trade  opened,  proteded  and  encour- 
ed  between  them  and  the  continent  of  America  ;  or  what 
profits  might  be  made  by  the  Dutch  Eaft-India  company, 
by  carrying  their  effeds  direftly  to  the  American  market ; 
or  how  much  even  the  trade  of  the  Baltic  might  be  fe- 
cured  and  extended  by  a  free  intercourfe  with  America, 
which  has  ever  had  fo  large  a  demand,  and  will  have 
more  for  hemp,  cordage,  fail-cloth  and  other  articles  of 
that  commerce  :  how  much  the  national  navigation  would 
be  benefited  by  building  and  purchafing  (hips  there  :  how 
much  the  number  of  feamen  might  be  increafed,  or  how 
much  advantage  to  both  countries,  to  have  their  ports 
mutually  opened  to  their  men  of  war  and  privateers  and 
their  prizes. 

If  therefore  an  analogy  of  religion,  government,  origi- 
nal, manners,  and  the  moft  extenfive  and  lading  com- 
mercial inteiefts,  can  form  a  ground  and  an  invitation  to 
pohtical  connections,  the  fubfaiber  flatters  himfelf,  that 
in  all  thcfe  particulars,  the  union  is  fo  obvioufly  natural, 
that  there  has  feldom  been  a  more  diftintt  defignation  ot 
providence  to  any  two  diftant  nations  to  unite  themfelves 
together. 

It  is  further  fubmitted  to  the  wifdom  and  humanity  of 
your  high  mightineflfes,  whether  it  is  not  vifibly  f^r  the 
good  of  mankind,  that  the  powers  of  Europe,  who  are 
convinced  of  the  juftice  of  the  American  caufe,   (and 
where  is  one  to  be  found  that  is  not  ?)  fhould  make  hade 
to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  United  States, 
and  form  equitable  treaties  with  them,  as  the  lurtfl:  means 
of  convincing  Great  Britain  of  the  impractability  of  her 
purfuits  ?  whether  the  late  marine  treaty  concerning  the 
rights  of  neutral  veifels,  noble  and  ufeful  as  it  is,  can  be 
eftabliflied  againft  Great  Britain,  who  will   never  adopt 
it,  nor  fubmit  to  it,  but  from  neceflity,  without  the  inde- 
pendence of  America?  whether  the  return  of  America, 
6i 
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with  her  nurferies  of  feamen  and  magazines  of  materials 
for  navigation  and  commerce,  to  the  domination  and 
monopoly  of  Great  Britain,  if  that  were  practicable,  would 
not  put  the  polfeffions  of  other  nations  beyond  feas  wholly 
in  the  power  of  that  enormous  empire, 'which  has  been 
long  governed  wholly  by  the  feeling  of  its  own  power,  at 
leaft  without  a  proportional  attention  to  juftice,  humanity, 
or  decency.  When  it  is  obvious  and  certain,  that  the 
Americans  are  not  inclined  to  fubmit  again  to  the  Britifh 
government,  on  the  one  hand,  and  that  the  powers  of 
Europe  ought  not  and  could  not  with  fafety  confent  to  it, 
if  they  were,  on  the  other  ;  why  fliould  a  fource  of  con- 
tention be  left  open,  for  future  contingencies  to  involve 
the  nations  of  Europe  in  flill  more  bloodfhed,  when,  by 
one  decifive  ftep  of  the  maritime  powers,  in  making  trea- 
ties with  a  nation  long  in  pofleflion  of  fovereignty  by 
right  and  in  fad,  it  might  be  clofed  ? 

The  example  of  your  high  mightinefles  would,  it  is 
hoped,  be  followed  by  all  the  maritime  powers,  efpecially 
thofe  which  are  parties  to  the  late  marine  treaty ;  nor 
can  apprehenfion,  that  the  independence  of  America 
would  be  injurious- to  the  trade  of  the  Baltic,  be  any  ob- 
jection. This  jealoufy  is  fo  groundlefs,  that  the  reverfc 
would  happen.  The  freight  and  infurance  in  voyages 
acrofs  the  Atlantic  are  fo  high,  and  the  price  of  labor  in 
America  fo  dear,  that  tar,  pitch,  turpentine  and  fhip  tim- 
ber never  can  be  tranfported  to  Europe  at  fo  cheap  a  rate, 
as  it  has  been  and  will  be  afforded  by  countries  round 
the  Baltic.  This  commerce  was  fupported  by  the  Eng- 
lifli  before  the  revolution  with  difficulty,  and  not  with- 
out large  parliamentary  bounties.  Of  hemp,  cordage 
and  fail  cloth  there  will  not  probably  be  a  fuffi^iency 
raifed  in  America  for  her  confumption  in  many  centu- 
ries, for  the  plaineft  of  all  reafons,  becaufe  thefe  articles 
may  be  imported  from  Amftcrdam,  or  even  from  Peterf- 
burg  and  Archangel,  cheaper  than  they  can  be  raifed  at 
home.  America  will  therefore  be  for  ages  a  market  for 
thcfe  articles  of  the  Baltic  trade. 
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Nor  is  there  more  folidity  in  another  lii]j^<ofuion,  prop- 
agated by  the  Englifli  to  prevent  other  nations  from  pur- 
fuing  their  true  interefts,  that  the  colonies  of  other  na- 
tions will  follow  the  example  of  the  United  States.  Thofe 
powers,  who  have  as  large  pofleflions  as  any  beyond  feas, 
have  already  declared  againfl  England,  apprehending  no 
fuch  confequences.  Indeed  there  is  no  probability  of 
any  other  power  of  Europe  following  the  example  oi 
England,  in  attempting  to  change  the  whole  fyftem  ot 
the  government  of  colonies,  and  reducing  them  by  op- 
preflion  to  the  neceffity  of  governing  themfelves  :  and 
without  fuch  maniteft  injuftice  and  cruelty  on  the  part 
of  the  metropolis,  there  is  no  danger  of  colonies  attempt- 
ing innovations,  hltablifhed  governments  are  founded 
deep  in  the  hearts,  the  paffions,  the  imaginations  and  un- 
derftanding  of  the  people  ;  and  without  fome  violent 
change  from  without,  to  alter  the  temper  and  charader 
of  the  whole  people,  it  is  not  in  human  nature  to  ex- 
change fafety  for  danger,  and  certain  happinefs  for  pre- 
carious benefits. 

It  is  fubmitted  to  the  confideratlon  of  your  high  migh- 
tinefles,  whether  the  fyltem  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  minutely  confidered  and  difcufl'ed,  and  unanimoufly 
agreed  on  in  congrefs  in  the  year  1776,  in  planning  the 
treaty  they  propofed  to  France,  to  form  equitable  com- 
mercial treaties  with  all  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe, 
without  being  governed  or  monopolized  by  any  :  a  fyf- 
tem  which  was  afterwards  approved  by  the  king,  and 
made  the  foundation  of  the  treaties  with  his  majelly  :  a 
fyflem  to  which  the  United  States  have  hitherto  conftant- 
ly  adhered,  and  from  which  they  never  will  depart,  un- 
lefs  compelled  by  fome  powers  declaring  againfl  then^, 
which  is  not  expected,  is  not  the  only  means  of  prevent- 
ing this  growing  country  from  being  an  obje6l  of  ever- 
lafling  jealoufies,  rivalries  and  wars  among  the  nations. 
If  this  idea  is  jufl,  it  follows,  that  it  is  the  iiirerefi:  of  every 
ftate  in  Europe  to  acknowledge  American  independency 
immediately.     If  fuch  benevolent  policy  lho«ld  be  adoptr 
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ei.'  .   v  vvcrld  will  be  a  proponional  blefiin^-  to  eve- 

ry part  pf  the  old. 

The  fubfcriber  has  the  further  honor  of  irjformlng  youi 
hign  mightineflcs  that  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
CQnj;rels  aiiembled,  imprtffed  with  an  high  fenfe  of  the 
wiftloji  and  tnagnanimity  or  ;.ur  i.I-'.i  iiwjlinnclTes  ?nd 
of  your  inviolable  attachment  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  niankiiid,  and  being  defirous  of  cultivating  the  friend- 
fhip  of  a  nation,  e.ninent  for  its  wifdom,  juftice  and  mode- 
ration, have  appointed  the  fubfcriber  to  be  their  minifter 
plenipotentiary  to  refide  near  you,  that  he  may  give  you 
more  particular  affurances  of  the  great  refpect  they  enter- 
tain for  your  high  mightineffes,  befeeching  your  high 
mightineltes  to  give  entire  credit  to  every  thing,  which 
their  faid  minifter  fhall  deliver  on  their  part,  efpecially 
when  he  fhall  alTure  you  of  the  fmcerity  of  their  friend- 
{hip  and  regard.  The  original  letter  of  credence,  under 
the  feal  of  congrefs,  the  fubfcriber  is  ready  to  deliver  to 
your  high  mightineffes,  or  to  fuch  perfons  as  you  fliall 
direft  to  receive  it.  He  has  alio  a  fimilar  letter  of  cre- 
<lence  to  his  moft  ferene  highnefs  the  prince  Stadtholder. 

All  which  is  relpedfully  fubmitted  to  the  confideration 
©f  your  high  mightineffes,  together  with  the  propriety  of 
appointing  fome  perfon,  or  perfons,  to  treat  on  the  fub- 
jea  of  his  miffion,  by  .  J.  ADAMS. 

Leyden,  April  10,  1781.**   . 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

£lHincy^  November  4,  1809. 
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